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| To his much efteemd | 
Friend John Dereny ; 
Eſq. | 


—— 
SIR, T4 
0 prefix your Name; ta. 
a P1eCe OL 1U. 444. van. 4 
worth , may argyg-4) 
ſomewhat 4 preſumption | | 


- but to he intirely waiiting jg q 
choſe reſpects, {a muc : 
| due, is a more conf} Was F 1 
| faulr. — 
{ Tt was not without "= 
| ance, that I conſented, to * 
| put this little Treatiſe under 


| your ſafe-guard : Not that I * 
A 2 que ſki | 


\ 
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F  Jhe Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
queſtion'd the influence of 
{ your Name; but leaſt the 
| flender value of the thing | 
* ſhould lead a contempt from | 
you. to the Author. 

But then I confiderd, that | 
© although you would certain- | 
ly diſcover the meanne(s of | 
© this attempt, yet you were | , 
- enducd with a {ufficient ſhare | 
+. ©x goodnels, not to miſcon- | _ 
+ <eive the honeſt end; The | | 
: tir oppoſed my growing in- | _ 
F clination to make you the Pa- | 
+ fron hereot : the laſt adviſed | 
' me to go on, as being incon- | _, 


- diene with cenſure, or diſ- | +- 
pleaſure. [= 
"x - _— . l IS 
| You are ingaged, Sir, in| ; 
an eſpecial manner to the 
k. - Office 
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| Orb, as in regard to the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Office of pardoning, as well . 
upon the account of your di- 3 
\ ſtance from our inferiour 


| farr endowments oi your 
mind : both 1mplying good- 


NO OE Oh LT. 


| neſs in a conſpicuous do 
| gree. 


2 


As to my Author, I durſt 
venture to affert, that he has 
manag'd himſelf like a man # 
of Honeſty and Parts, that 
his arguments are as material 
and perſuaſive as the Subje& 
will bear, and if any thing 
renders him of lefs value, 'cis. - 
the ill performance of the ' 
Tranſlation, which, Ibekeve, 
1s made worſe by the miſtakes. 
of the Printer. 


o_—_ _ 


A3 L.; 


'be Epiſtle Dec 


ratory.. 


I can "ty forelce, that- it 
will be condemned by the 1i- 
Centious part of the world, Þ18 
but fince the wiler mcn muſt j1n 


infallibly commend the de- | 
| 
| 


t1gn, I am little concerned at 
what the Fop thall declare 
* againſt 1t. = 
It - has been ,always matter : 
ot .great wonder to me, that 
men ſhould be fo. generally 
icenſed at and averſe to | 
, Marriage, when thoſe men | 
- without it had been the moſt | 
> diſgraceiull part of Human- 
3 kind: the very name ol Ba- 
- ſtard implying Contumely 
E 10d Dijtorcer. 

Bur, Sir, leaſt I ſhould.be 
3 prolix, £ive me leave: to al{- 
{ure 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
fure you; that this little Book 


is preſented to you with all 
1maginable reſpect by, 


Str, 


Your moſt humble 


_— we ou EY Gy ur rn mon. ne, 


Servant, &c, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
| 
| Deſien not, Reader, to tell your 
all the advantages of this Book. 
ou will ſufficiently diſcover them, 
khcr jou read it, 1 hope you will 
wot find it altogether unworthy of your 
eem, if you judge of it without 
rejudice. Tou will learn in it the 
t of fearing . God, and to be an 
ozeſt Man ; to avoid the irregula- . 
ities of a licentious life, and to par- 
ice the wertues of a Chriſtian life. 
4s 3s its general aim, And what 
Hows its particular. It endeauonrs 
0 inſpire you with the love of Mar- 
iage. It makes. appear that there is 
ething in the World more excellent, 
r more neceſſary, than this holy So- 
ety. It opens to you an eafie way 
enter it advantagiouſly. It fur- 
iſhes you with means to make it 
an 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 
an eternal Spring "of lawful pleaſures, ,. 
and to ti Foe | vid? 
the more ſatisfaftion, as . they. ar. 
pure and innocent, 1n a werd it, 
affords you precepts to ſpeak well ana, ,; 
to make 'a true judgment of Ladies F,y, 
that is to ſay, what you natarally 7; 
love the moſt,” and whom ever ti },,, 
Fwy of civility oblige you to rel; 
peck. hs 
Tou - will without _ doubt - applanahq; 
the. uſefulneſs of the deſign, but thepit 
difficulty © of executing "i well reheq 
mains. 1 promiſe you nothing on tity a 
past, but what it groves you, if you wilhyt 
receive it. Happy, if its method}; 
leaſes you, and you approve 0 
the Stile ! T have endeavonr'd toy 
make my SubjeF as agreeable "as Ifee 
could, and as little tireſome. To}, 
this purpoſe { have even ſeaſoned: 
my diſcourſe with divers ſentence} 
of - ancient Anthors of the World, 
and Church , Holy and Prophaneh; 
Never. was matter more ſuſteptib 
| 0 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
f this mixture, than tht of Mar- 
$jaze 3 and it is a Liberty which 
| a 
M1okt to be pardoned. me in this 
'$/:ce, though it were "not allowable 
My any thing elſe. The necelſaty IT 
pas . under oftentimes to relate paſ- 
Yages, which might in our language 
fend tender ears, is one of the 
Forcible reaſons that has the moſt 
"Bbliged we to imploy more than one 
p expreſs my thought. But I car 
ſure thoſe, who are unacquainted 
ith it. that it renders not the 
AFeading of this Book, the more nn- 
Rrateful. One may paſs beyond with. 
Ant interruption. The connexion and 
he ſenſe will not ceaſe to appear. 
Wt 1 ſhall inark one thing more. 
OY ou will, perbaps, be ſurpriſed to 


Mee that I apply *to Batchelors alone 
Fe meeſſity of Marrying, as if it 
AFrferre only to them ; and that 
faids hai no ſhare in it. But 
Aon, will apprebend, 1 aſſure my ſelf, 
ithout my telling you, fo that" in 


| ſpeaking 


, 


l 


ADVERTISEMENT. |I* 
Speaking to one, I likewiſe deſign 
to ſpeak to the reſt, The two Se 
es are under an equal necelſu Hy | i 
Marriage. It 5s thorefore to bot" 
thit my exhortations are direclep 
F confeſs notwithſtanding that thi Jl 
leſs agree to the Maia. than Batcl 
elors. Befedes that they are mult 
more dacile than theſe, and thiÞ* 
they readily give themſelves up to tf'* 
diredion of their Parents, one } *© 
my Poets tells me wery agrecblf*” 
that when they are of an Age © 
Marry, their + very ſilence F— 1 

a. Hubaud. _ 


WM. 


Filia Nubilis, erfi plane nil 1d 


AC. 


-.- quatur, * 
 TIpfotamenfilentio plurimum 6 - 
ſe predicat. ' 


Tu effef, it is certain that tif 
a Maid never arhks to Marry, t 
cauſe ſhe has modeſty , yet there 
nothing ſhe deſires with greater pal x 


%- 


ADVER TISEMENT. 


nun, Her heart in this reſped# of 
&: contradiding her month. She 
fltys, 1 will not, when fhe is ready 
pmetimes to dye with deſire. Ut 


ruſt be confeſs'd likewiſe that it is 
ſher true ſtate, and that there is no 
477 ah 'y for ber to take. A ſin- 
Be Woman makes a ſad Fignre iz 
We world. She wants the ſhadow 

fa Husband to protec® her front 
;Miiſery, SeduGion, or Calumny. I 

we two things more to let you know. 
Af you find ſome repetitions in this 
pork, remember that the parts which 
ompoſe it, are ſo conneJed to one 
gzother that it was a hard matter 
Þ avoid them abſolutely, Beſides if 
Were are ſome , they are in other 
erms, and diverſified in a manner 
pat will render them agreeable to 
pu, inſtead of being incommodions. 
ot to tell you that theſe would be 
en worthy of your ſupport, conſs- 
ring the importance of the Sub- 
$7. Car one ſay tos often, ſays 
Seneca 


" o 
ADVERTISEMENT. 'M 


Seneca what can never be knonko, 
enough 2 Nunquam ni- ja 
mis dicitur, quod run- Sen, Fp. lac 
quam ſatis dicitur, The 
other thing is, that if this Apolny 
of Marriage occaſions you any plei;tt 
ſure, you muſt be wholly cblig'd »g 
the Fo I had of perſiading 1 
neceſſity of it to a Perſon of Not! 
whoſe ud, and Family [ NJ , 
ly honour. This particular vidos 
is the ſingle end I propoſed to i F 
ſelf in the compoſition of this piedget 
And hew much reaſon ſhould I hah, 
to bleſs it, if it was capable of py e 
ducing this fruit 8 What better 
ward could I defire for the pains | 
has ' coſt me £ bus 
| Some perſons nevertheleſs hat 
been willing to perſuade me, that | 
would be unjuſt to confine its whi 
effet to the conqueſt of one ſing 
Man, and that it might, by runni 
through the world, gain ſeveral 
thers. to the Empire of H ye 
1 
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| ADVERTISEMENT, 


bus I was fe to the ſolicita- 
ons of making it publick, which 
ave betn made to me from divers 
Waces, God grant that I may have 
0 occaſion to repent of it, -nor to ap- 

to my Book what Ovid ſays 
$ith lamentation of ſome of his Wri- 

gs. 


$ Hei mihi, quam paucos hac mea 
® dicta movent! 
1 

4 Be indulgent, Reader, and forget 
ot the ſaying of the ancient Sages, 
i hat 'tis eaſy to find fault but hard 


'þ excel. 


Of the Parts of thi 
BOOK. Þ 


| 
P A R FT; I. 1 O 
Of the Excellence of Marriage. pag  ' 
PART. II. | 
Of the Infamy of Incontinehce, pag. 6q 
PART. IT: 


Of the Motives that might reaſonal 
nably induce men to Marry. pag. 8” 


ent 
PARIT.IV. 


nd 

Where thoſe objetions which a ple 
made againſt Marriage, and thefali$'** 
reaſons that are alledged to reſſs*: 
unmarried, are anſwered. pag. 16; 


der 
PARTY; 
tl 
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Of the means to Marry well, ard t v4 
live happy in Marriage, pag. 215 'f 


is 


Df the Excellency of Marriage 3 of * 

| its Neceſlity, and the meansto live | 

happily 1a 1t. 

ſogether with the Apology of the 

# Women againſt the Calamnies of ; 
the Men. pi 


HE RE wmever was a boulder under- © 
taking, than that of ths Book. Jts ©: 
deſign ts to eſtabliſh an opinion which © © 
all Men oppoſe, and to ariſengage + 

em from an Error which is almoſt as an» * 
ent as the World. We ſay every day a thou 
nd 4rurious things + Marriage. One 
ould have it to be the Sepulchre of. Plea- 
es Another looks upon it as a ſevere Bon 
ge. Even thoſe, who ſpeak of it with ms 
" (oderation, ceaſe not to term it 4 neceſſa* 
2 Evil. Behold the error I deſign t0 cone 
e On the otherſide that Marriage is an '_ 
\$-<llent thing, a happy condition, and 4 So- 
full of * bat is what exceeds belief. 
'Þ # even ridiculed : _ it is notwithſland- 


ing 


Wt 6. 
ing the truth, which I prop6ſe my ſelf to pj © 
ſuade. Judge, Sir, what courage us nec} © 
ry, and what ſtrong aſſurance one. muſt. haſ © 
in the juſtice of his Cauſe,to be able to previ « 
a repulſe at the entrance of an attempt, ty {, 
i apparently ſo difficult. Is it not here of 
.may truly affirm , Hoc opus , hic laly < 
«ﬆ 2 LI 
Tou know that in effett nothing is more < ** 
ied down in the World, than Marriage. M4 © 
ple frame to themſelves Ideas of it, why © 
cauſe an abhorrence. I confeſs likewiſe, © 
# has long ſerved for a ſubjett of detrail 
Where # he that has no merry Tale to |; 
late of it ;, or to ſpeak better, that has ni} of 
reaſon to alledge in order to diſcourage oth ir | 
and to remove himſelf from it ? How accent G, 
ble #5 this Ditemma of the Philoſopher, 
thoſe perſons : © If thou Marryeſt ;, 1 ſujlthe 
* tby Wife to be either handſome or ſur 
* If ſhe be ugly, thou.canfs never love of 
* if handſome tou wilt be jeal»ws ofplo, 
* Whether one or Pother, can ove find(aſt 
& a ſeverer puniſhment for thee ? * How aghjll « 
able do they find this precept of anotifnn 
& Vhen thou art young, ſay that it is toofwl-3 
* to Marry: when old, that it 1 tod bu: 
How this compariſon of TheodeQes plh, 
them! * Marriage and Old-Age have fat! 


Mn 7 


» 
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* Reſemblance, to wit, that Men equally 
© dcſrre to raach both , where they ae 
| © 0 ſooner arrived, but they begin to re- 
a ©* peut. In a word, with kow much ſatis- 
* fattion ao they hear that horrid invective 
| of the 0ſt unjuſt of all men ! ** One paſ- 
w** ſes but two g9:d days with a Wife, 
© the Weddirg-day , and the day of her 
* Death, She ts l/9 good but in two 
©* p/a e;, Vel in Thalamo, vel in Tu- 
* mulo, either in ber Bridal Bed, or in 
* her Grave. 
As little equity as one may have, can,gne 


-— 


- — 4 - - , 
erwVe ( witrout Dalton ) lurnh it v 117% 
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of of that fair half Tf {Tiuman-kind, to whom 

it ſeems as if Naiire had given all ber 
emGraces in prſſtijien ? Toe wvery Gods of 
our AMctamorpnots have buen affcit;d wb 
Mrhem. They bave ofica preferred the pleas 
Aſure of being captivat.d uncer the Empire 
of our Mortal Coddifſ's, before all the 
f plory of Olymp us. LI: it not far TRANG 
afaſter this, that Mei {bould affirm ſo much 
agilt of them, and that they ſnould opprejs their 
tApmmocence with ther ing irtes ? The contempt 
10Ewh-3ch they make of them onght to appear to 
) bs: ſo much the more exiraordinary , 4s 
Phy cannot without them enjoy any ſatis= 
velfattion .in life. They might in ſome mea- 
oy B 2 ſure 


(4) 
Jure be able to make a ſhift without us, by / 


Te could never excnſe our ſelves from ther 
If one believes Herodotus, there was ©” 


Kingdom of Women withol | 
The Ame. Men, but there never was ſelf... 
ſons, a Kingdom of Men mith "A 
Women. 

Even thoſe who are inſolent enough {© 
blame their defetts in publick, are oo - 
anorons enough to agore their Charms 
private, witneſs he, of whom one ſpealy 
That ridebat in choro, amabat in thg;. 
__ | 

This falfe prejudice of the Men agai x 
the Women, # that which diſcourag, . 
#hem ſo much from Marriage, and wh, 
oxght likewiſe to make me deſpair of t 
bappy fucceſs of my undertaking, if it m,,; 
2208 the moſt reaſonable of the world. B 
Sir, my cauſe ſupports it ſelf. It is f 
a particular one, and of little conſeq ol 
As much abandur'd as it ts, notwithſt an 
ing the moſt general and important Cc 
that ever was, ſince it us at the | 
Fime the caxſe of God and Man: |, 
Heaven and Earth; of Nature | 
Grace : of States and Families : of 


4 
T is 


Church Militant, and Church Triu op 
an. May wot one affirm, in effett, tf..." 


(5) 

&/ theſe different Subjetts have an mm- 
reſt equally ſenfivle in Marriage ? Is 
not the ordinary Channel to give Cho- 
m Veſſels to God, Faithfull ones t) the 

Which, Members to the State, Children 

> Families, and to people Heaven and 

arth with inhabitants * What would be- 
pe of the World without Marriage ? 

at would become of all Haman-kind * 

Mis certain that it would ſoon be at 
end, and with it all our Intereſts. 

This conſideration animates my Conrage, 

d makes me even hope, that in ſpight 

the infatuation of Men, and their blou- 

Criticks againſt Marriage , God will 

able me to ſupport its ſacred rights, 

$:d to convince them that in the bottom, 
is of all conditions of life is moſt @- 
ceable to them. 

As to what remains, I cannot make the 

ology of Marriage without making that- 

this lovely Sex,. for whom all jenſeble 
en ought to have a vencration , ſince 

' relation to Marriage it ſelf, it is the 

deſt and moſt conſiderable part. 1 

s always pleaſed to juſtifie the Women 

ainſt the Calumnies of the Men ; but 

opoſe' to my ſelf to do it. in this peice 

& a. particular manner. I owe to 

B 3 them 


UMI 
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them this juſtice, and methinks #9 one it 
ſhoulda ref, ſe ir them. They deſerve un-P 
queſt ionably much better uſoge, than theyþf! 
meet with, Is it not wonderful, that Wii's 
the very Devils ſhould have advocatesWat 
ro plead their Cauſe as deplorable as ithpd 
2s , ard that Women ſhould want they 4 
70 £cferd rt cirs, which is ſo good ? If eb 
Heaven is propitions to me, ard gives a all 
favourable anſwer to my endeavonrs,pojſeblyfem 
it will not be a little powerful elſo role, 
triumph over that oppoſition , that haWig. 
been made againſt Hymen. Behold one 6 Ft 
my thirfef? ends. Tou knew '*; » my reas! 
ſons which make me deſire your thoughts 
of it, and the motives winch 01: oht t0) 
diſpoſe you to it for your advantage, and 
the comfort of your inſt riomus Fauily. 

That 1 may Of VE ſome Oratr in al. 
difcourft, and make ti e leftitre more a-l 

ble. /  fraall C,9Viae it 1nt0 five Pa ts, 
Ia tc ff datos be Ea cellur- 
Cy 0 *arriaces Int #17 feccnd diſc COVE) 
47/4 6k iy 0 , he tinences {a tte third 


2 ad eozes-* © ets # 
EA CL 34! bh IL,CT SE me n Lich may rea U 


—. 


nably al min to Marri: 'Pe In ti: 

ye: 7 th Fi FA TCO tl = E-J &:; O71S th of make 
and the falle reairns they allecre to ri 
I J od : 2 1+ C gc a L 

main Sabie, £ind finally, in th 


f: th 
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ih part 1 ſhall furniſh them with Precepes 
.& 0racr to Marry well , and to le 
yIppily in Marriage. Behxld Suojotts & 
rbugh to compoſe a large Volume, if a 
Wan would exhauſt the matter of them, 
td treat of them in all their extent : but 
ib I love little Books, and am naturally 

sheartned with thoſe that are not ſo; I 
apall only inſiſt upon things neceſſary and 
WWſential to my deſign as much as I am 
aÞple, to the end that it m7 54 not hol! Faw 
M1g,.and you. may loom dilcover the cope 
47. 
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MA RRIAGE!: o 
PART. I. "|; 
HAT which is fard bl 5 


way of Proverb, A- Jon 
lind in titulo, alind __ 
pixide, may very well3to 
be applied to MarriJef 
age. One obſerves one of 
thing in it, but one finds another ex4 
atly different. It is remarked of the as 
Temples of ancient Fgypr, that nos 
thing was more magnificent withoutYet 
nor more barbarous within, On . 4 S0! 
oTie 


LIMI 
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| other ſide we read of the Taberna-- 
.# cle of Moſes, that under a mean co- 
,# vering of Goars-Skins, it contained 
* the Ark of Alliance, the Mercy-Seat.. 
the Altar of Gold; and a thouſan 
other precious things. This Hiſto- 
2 ry, and not the other, is a very plain 
| repreſentation of Marriage, If yow 
* conſider the ontſide of it, what can 
* be more miſerable in appearance ? 
' One ſees nothing but difficulties. One 
= muſt pleaſea Wife. One muſt bring 
* up Children. One nauſt be mindful 
"of a Family. One mult paſs through 
- | a thouſand: kirds of proofs, But if 
you examine its inward part, what 
: ſweetneſs, what fatisfation , what 
4 delight ſhall you not diſcover for Man,. 
59, ſince God reſides therein, and pours 
4. out the influence: of his grace” n 
in\it ? Nothing in nature can repreſent 
al to us the felicity of a Marriage bEſt 
i4of Heaven, and poſſeſſed of the peace: 
nc2of the Holy-Spirit. 
x4 I confeſs likewiſe that Marriage, 
nejas well all other humane conditions, . * 
is a compoſition of Good and: > | 
icyof Sweets and Bitters., of Joy- 
JSorrow ; it is not exempt from dif - 
cr B 4 Faces... 


LMI 


C10) 


\% 
graces. It has: 4ts Thorns, .and its Ct 
Tribulations : One may affirm it, 'tis $I 

true, #7 cagem rrna,aurum | fr 
S'ens Ed. 87. ef: , of VIPETA, But« firit Fas 

of ail, Sir, where 1s that þ-- 
condit'on of Man, as | have ſaid, that 
is exempted froin It ? there is no one $5» 
but muſt con{ent to this. | 


(+ 


, df Bn ; 4 
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Hit. |. 2. bc atam. tris 
C4: 5d. 16. T here 1s 70 ſtate in-BM: 
tircly happy. cri 


As happy as be may be, he always/th 

j- wants many things in or-Jan: 
£7 1» T%- der to his being perfec.ſbr 
ly Non Mifſer. the 
. The lifz of Man, according to 7ob,} 
is:a train of "continual War , and 
Moſes informs us, that the faireſt. 0 
his . days 1s a fort of puniſhment, 
Put him in what ſcituation you pleaſe, 
he wilt never be. entirely comp-.:ſed,Nea 
He will always complain : He mayfr#: 
torment himſelf long enough to pro-Faſe 
cure/a real happineſs ; but ke-will ne-4#he 
yer find:it- in this world. 'WhatſoeJon 
ver "care he may take-to avoid-thene 
txqubles of life, he-will be oppreſſedPol 
with them in ſpight of all his preÞble 
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cantions. Afiictions wilt proceed to 
F him out of his own repoſe, and croſſes 
from the very ſource of pleaſures ;. 
Bas Lucretizs fo well obſerves, 

$-——— Atecato de fonte le- 
porum 

ESurgit amart aliquid, quod 
in ipſts fioribus angat. 

© 1 fay in the ſecond place, that Mar-- 
triage Is that ozall the conditions of 


Lucr. lib. 4> 


.#Min, the moſt proper to ſupport 
croſles. A Batchelour cannot ſhare 
;#them with any body : He muſt foment 
-tand digeſt them all entire in his own, 
breaſt. It is in this proſpect, that 
the Wiſe Man pronounces unhappt- 
, meſs to him that is alone. If he falls 
Jdown, ſays he, who ſhall raiſe him 
flxp? 1 add, if, he be arflicted ; who. 
t.fhall comfort him ? If he be indiſpoſed, 
e.Avho ſhall take care of him ? If his 
| ſeart be charged with what is called 
y4r4vamen mentis > Who ſhall give him 
zKFaſe ? Whom ſhall he entrug& with 
>he ſecret of his grief ? In what Bo« 
Jon ſhall he pour forth his fighs 2 
ene ſays that a good thing 
iÞoſſeſlſed alone,is not agrees Sen. £p., 6» 
eeble. Nullins boiri fine ſocio. 
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jucunda poſſeſio eff. But what is alſs fnc 
more afflicting, than to be unable to 
divide ones ſufferings, with one that | 
is concerned in them, and that helps | 
you to ſupport them ? | 
It is direatly otherwiſe of a Mar- 
ried Man. He has an aſſiſtant. Hehe 
has a companion. He has another } it 
If, that enters into his heart ; that az 
partakes of all: that Happens to him ;# It 
that is touched with all his diſaſters ;* m 
and doth all that lies in her power to! hi 
ſweeten his mind. Sc tz 
Gene Ep. 104. Spiritus illjus in meo verts,h te 
F know ſaid Seneca of his: d: 
Paulina ,, that her Spirit moves} w 
in. mine, The Wife is to an aMiRt | 
ed Bushand, the moſt comfortable! 
thing of the world , ſhe averts the” I: 
trouble of mind, and rebates anger.” A 
Uxor marito, in malis. aut morbis affefto," fe 
fuaviſſima eſt. Tram mitigat, & a tris I: 
ftitia animum avertit, There is nothing? a 
that comes. near to the aſſiſtance he? 11 
xecetves from her in the moſt trouble4 tl 
ſome occaſions of life. q C 
In a word, when I ſpeak of the 
excellence of Marriage, I pretend toy d 
conlider 1t' as It. is: un; it ſelf; and} © 


(13) 
3 not as it may be in its conſequences, 
> FOne muſt diſtinguiſh between what is 
t Fproper to It, and what is accidental. 
3 JBy nature It has nothing but what's 
good, and may render a man happy.. 
- FBut if it becomes fatal to him, and 
ef he finds in it nothing but Thorns, 
r Fit is through his own fault; Marrj- 
th age it ſelf 1s free from that guilt, 
-#]t is not impoſſible, 1f he will, to 
:* make of it a ſource of pleafures to 
>; himſelf, and to make it ſerve advan- 
28 tagiouſly to the greateſt of his in- 
| tereſts, which is Salvation, as I will 
$: demonſtrate in the latter parts. of this 
$5 work. 
| To underſtand this well, one muſt 
ef conſider Marriage in a threefold re- 
e= lation. In relation to God, who is the 
* Author of it. In relation to Man, 
,* for whom it was inſtituted ; and'inre- 
«7 Jation to the World, to which it is 
7 a perpetual principle of ſubſiſtance; 
& In theſe. three reſpefts one may ſay 
4 that there. is nothing in nature of more 
; excellence than Marriage, 
& It is then from God, and imme- 
of diately .from God, that this holy $o- 
4d ciety draws its original, He had no 
| Jooner 


014) 


ſooner taken Man from nothing, but% x 
he took ont of Man the Weman fork; 
the ſake of Man. Scarce had he cre-Kþ, 
ated him, but he. thouglt to marry Wh. 
him. Ir 1s xor good, ſaid} 
Gen. 2. 18. be, for Man to be alone. ſti 
Let us make him anfn5 
aſſiſtant, that may belike him : Thus F#h 
he formed an Eve to Adam, from A- re 
dam himſelf , which is not nmol 
myſtery. Then he pronounced theſe Za 
words which are of an eternal obli- © $9 
gation to all men. an ſhall leave} hc 
his Father and his Mother and ſtick "Fr 
hu Wife, and they ſhall be two in one© w; 
fleſh. Behold, Sir, the Inſtitution of ® {@ 
Marriage, which 1s, you ſee, as an- | ſe! 
cient z$ the world. One canobſerve It 
nothing ſince the Creation, that has * th 
preceeded it. It was the firſt care | hq 
that God took after this great Ma- © of 
ſter-peice, ſo necellary did he eſteem * th 
it. It even ſeems t9 be in ſome mea- 
ſure a part of it, and that without » M 
it, it had bcen imperfect. You'll ſay © T 
fhat it was a-quality , which. Man | m 
wanted for his perfeqion, and that | i 
without - it he had been unworthy to | 1 
obtain an, Empire over thoſe crea- | Ir 
eres, | 
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tures, which the Creator gave him, 
rt was perhaps for this reaſon that 
-Mhe Jews termed a Batctelour, but 
/ Bhalf a man. 
How many Laws and humane wat 
Etitutions ate there, which one eitee: 
no: only for themſelves, but alſo " 
SEthe ſake of their Authors 7 ? who will 
| t acknowledge that 4t was a great 
L 


happineſs {or Philoſop Ry,to bave been 
#raugl.t by Ariſtotle ? And that the 
- © S9:rates?s and C-ro's have done as much 
5 | honour to Wiſdom, as Wiſdom has. 
| done them ? who does not know like- 
"wiſe that the Order of Knighthood 
ſo famous among Chriſtians is of it 
ſelf a very ſmall matter, and that 
© it draws almoſt all its Dignity from 
© the very inſtitution of Kings, who 
had a mind thereby to make a mark 
of diſtindtion between the Lords of 

 * their Court ? 
Upon this foot one may affirm that 
+ Marriage is a very conſiderable thing. 
» There is here more than Ariſtotle, 
/ more than Socrares, more than Cato, 
j more than a mortal King, more than 
| Moſes himſelf the Author of the Law , 
{In a word, more than all the I cg 's- 
| Lots 
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lators together. Its Inſtitutor is God: ftv 
himſelf ; that is to ſay the Maſter of ca1 
the world ; the Lord of Heaven and” co 
Earth ; the King of Apes, and Fa-! Af 
ther of Eternity; Yes, Sir, Marriage} 

is his produQtion ; It is the breath} M; 
of his mouth ; - It is the work of his# in 
hands. It 1s the charaQter of his Au-? T 
thority, If the inſtitution of Jeſim* th 
Chriſt , as well as the thing it ſelf,” ex 
makes us find in Baptiſm, and in the” 
Euchariſt, a ſupernatural excellence ; th 
how ſhould one be wanting in Mar-© ha 
riage by relation tothe inſtitution® w; 
of God ? Behold then, Sir, the firſt” th 
degree of its excellence. viz. That” ca 
it is of right divine. That it is of | he 
univerſal right. That it is of per-' C; 
petual right. God has ordaimed It, © in 
God has eſtabliſht it. And he has 
ordained it for all men, and for all © ;þ 
times. Jt is not good for Man to be” th 
alone. Let him forſake his Father and th 
Mother, and joyn himfelf to a Wife : | 
. That not only relates to Adam, but ri 
to all his poſterity to the end of in 
the world. What can; be more Sa-! jt 
ered than this Law ? *twas God that 

mgde it. What can be more _ ? 


CF J 
tf five? it regards all humankind. What 
f can he more durable ? It onght to 
{7 continue during the Revolution of all 
- Ages. 
e} 1 introduce into the excellence of 
1 Marriage, that God has inſtituted 1t 
SF in the ſtate of Innocence, and in the 
-* Terreſtrial Paradiſe. In effe*', me- 
d” thinks theſe two particulars ſhould 
© extreamly advance the price of it. 
2” Undoubtedly there was nothing in 
© that happy condition, wherein God 
had placed our firſt Parents, but what 
'Z was very good, and participated of 
© the purity of their original « They 
© carried at that time, upon their Fore- 
heads the glorious Stamps of their 
® Creator. Sin had not yet defaced 
2 in them that curious Image of him- 
ſelf, which he had communicated to 
them. Holy, and without defects, 
they enjoy*d a perfect felicity. All 
things conſpir”d to. their happineſs. 
' Who can diſagree then, that the Mar- 
riage whereof they were at this time 
in poſſeſſion; was in it ſelf, and of 
' Jes nature an excellent thing. 
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Is it not alſo the conſequence, | 
which follows from that place of de- | 
lights, wherein it was eſtabliſhed ? 3 
When God gave his Laws to his Pe9- | 


ple, he deſcended upon Sinai, where 
with teſtimonies of his Majeſty inf- 
nitely glorious, he made his voice 


known to Moſes, and pronounced all | 


thoſe divine Words, wh' h inſpire 


veneration a"d fear, Theſe te:rible ©; 
preparations wherein God appear'd | 


to the Jews, tht ſcund ng of Trum- 
pets, thoſe flaſhes of Lightning, and 
claps of Thunder, which overwhelmed 
the holy Mountain ; winch gave a- 


ſtoniſhment to 229/es himſelf; and | 
which made the /-ae&/;tes to cry oat, | 
We ſhall dye : for we have ſeen God. | 


All this, I fay, muft wichont doubt 
conttibute much to their receiving 
wth veneration the Celeſtial Laws. 


They might reaſonably inferr, that | 
what ſhould be directed to them from | 


a place crowned with ſo much glo- 
ry and magnificence muſt be d- 
vine. 

What opinion likewife ſhould we 
not have of Marriage, when we ſee 
it proceed fron a bed of Innocence, 


and * 
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and a Paradiſe of delights ? As ho- 
bly and anguſt as S;z.4; was at the Pub- 
Iication of the Law, yer I dare affirm 
that it was nothing i in compariſon of 
that Garden of God , when he in- 
ſtituted Marriage therein. It. was of 
#that one might truly fay, Introite, 
fram & hic Dij ſuit, God was 1n 
Fit. God » alked therein, God made 
it ( tha t I may fo ſneak ) his habi- 
"tation of pleaſnre. God familierly 
> talkt with Man therein. There was 
Z nothing, but what inſpired ſatisfaRti- 
ron, The Rivers wherewith it was 
C inceſſantly watered, were as ſo many 
*currents of delights. All the Ele- 
> ments concurred to render it agree- 
*able. It was not yet —_— to the 
Irregularittes. of Seafors ; the froſts 
of Winter, and heats of St nmer, 
were never perceived there. It was 
#crowned with a perpetual Spring. 
CIn a word there was nothing there, 
but what was proportioned” to the 
perfeftion of their beinz, and the 
# purity of their original ; nothing, but 
| what eractly 2precd with the happy 
Fergang n of innocent Man. Nathanicl 
aid to 7:j/p, through a falſe prepo- 
ſlefton 


(20) 
ſeflton againſt Feſus Chrift : Cax any 
thing that*s good come out of Nazareth ?! 
Let us ſay on the other fide, can a- 
ny thing thats bad come out of Pa- 
Tadiſe ? We often judge of the qua-# 
lit: of things, and likewiſe of men® 
by the places from whence they Lo 
It ſhould be good; as we ſay oft, 
.Fruit : for it comes from a goodF# 
Soil. He muſt nceds deſerve, we ſay} 
of a perſon, whom we know on-!! £ 
ly by his Family and Education, for | h 
he belongs to people of merit. He? ;: 
is of Noble Bloud. He comes from } 
a good place. And what ſhould we! 
not fay of Marriage, that it muſt be 
of ſingular excellency , ſince we ſee} ,x 
it comes from the Center of plea- | © 
ſures ; from the Eden of God, and | , 
from God himſelf. | 

Let us confider it, in the ſecond 
place, with relation to Man for whom ? 
it was inſtituted, In morality one! 
calls that a good, which agrees with : to 
our nature, and is proportiond to} te 
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the condition we are in. According þ 


to this definition, Marriage ought to þ 
be a conſiderable good. What can bet- 
ter agree with man, and more exactly 
relate to his neceſlities ? Man 
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Man was made for Society. He 
is called by ſome an animal of compa- 
* ny. Hecannot live alone, Eventhoſe 

who repair to ſolitude, repair to it 
+ with others : withoutthat they would 
'® not ſurvive it long, There are but 
| few of thoſe Hermits who incloſe 
"# themſelves alive in a Cave, as in a 
f hideous Sepulcher, to be deprived of 
# all ſort of converſation. I am even 
= of opinion that the Chartrexx would 
= ſoon be weary of their condition, as 
* holy, and as mnch eſteemed asit is, 

if they had not the liberty of being 
+ ſeen of their friends,and of converſing 
'| with them ſometimes in a week. 

There are but few who can praQice 

that inſtrution : 


fl Is ſolis fis tibi turba locics, Lib. x. Polit. 
| Be Company to thy Self 

| » In Solitude. 

| One muft be Angel, or Brute, 
© to live alone, ſays Ari/to- 

| tle Natura Solitarium Cicer. lib. de 
'Þ nibil amat. Nature loves Amicit- 


: 


, # 


\ 


| not Solitude, ſays Cicero 
 Ukewiſe. This Law of the Creator 
| is 


r 
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13 general for all men, tj; is not- goo, 
for an to be alone, that: is to $a 
It. is gocd for him to live in Coms 
pany,and to enjoy Society. 

| But, Sir, of all Societies, that of: 

' Woman is undou vtedly what Man de! 
ſires with m oi ardency. Nature hag 
given him I know not what inclina 

tion to joyn himſelf with that : 


Jet, W hich makes him tnrn toward 

it all his thoughts, from the —_— 

he diſcerns the vſe for-which he wat 

made. It bas been ſaid, long bnce, T1 hc 
- life is no value without Wome. 


Sine venere vita non eſt, nec jucundita! 
. There's no life nor pleaſure with 
Love. 


Nothing is more agreeablethan thi? 
mixture of the two Sexes, and ther! 
wants no very great Reaſon to cans 
vince Man, that one was really mad? 
for the other. | | 

Thoſe, who have the leaſt; -pxol FI 
peniity to Marriage, do not fail 1} | 
love Women. Oftentimes they ar 
even moſt enflamed, and would eſteecy ; 

. their condition to come behind thi . 
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of Beaſts, if they. were deprived -of 
their ſight and converſation, After 
having faid much ill of them, they 
are conſtrained to acknowledge that 
it is an evil which one cannot be 
without, and that the privation of 
this evil wo.ld be an evil incompa- 
rably greater. Aulieres ſunt malum, 
ſed tamen O cives! Non licet habitare 
hoc ſine maio. Women are an evil, 
but ſuch an evil, O Citi ens! that 
we cannot hve without. How excel- 
lent a thing then 1s Marriage, that 
gives to Mana Woman ; that is to 
ſay, ſomewhat he covets more than 
all the Gold of the world, and with- 
out the enjoyment of which, all the 
reſt would be almoſt inſupportable ? 
How 1s it proportiond to his ne- 
ceſſities ? How 1s it conformable to his 
to his natural circumſtance ? 

This alſo very clearly proves the 
vehement deſire Man is aftected with 
to increaſe his kind, and to leave 
after him a poſterity, conform able to. 
this order of the Creator. Encreaſe and 
rultzply, which 1s the principal end: of 
Marriage. | know thcre is an infinite 


number of perſons who would marry 


if | 
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if on the otherſide they were affured. 

of not multiplying. A Wifeis only” 
dcar to them in that ſhe is barren, is 
d 
Twcundum & charum\ . 
Juvenal. ſar 5. ſterilis facit uxor amicum, 
NO 
A Barren Wife makes @h 
onr friend pleaſant and mtimate. Th; 
But be it as it will, pure and di- Wu 
rect nature is defirous of a ſucceſſor, {Ke 
Let Cato ſay as long as he pleaſe, S;h: 
mundus carere pofſet liberts converſation 
nofira non efſet fine Dijs * If the world 4 
could be mithour Children we ſhould | | 
converſe with the Gods, Good men al- Tt! 
ways return to this, That Conjugium: Mel 
ſine prole eſt mundus ſine ſole. That ÞN 
Aarriage without Children is like a (6s 
a world without a Sun. Children are ſhe 
undoubtedly the moſt legitimate and re 
agreeable fruits of Marriage. It is 
the principal thing that Men of rea- at 
ſon propoſe to themſelves: And by $r4 
conſequence the inſtitution that God Wer! 
has made of it to favour that vio- $a 
lent inclination which has coſt ſo Þ« 
many tears to barren Wives, and un- 85 C 
fruitful Husbands,muſt needs paſs for  F 
ſuper-excellent, Shall W's; 
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Shall I enlarge yet, that Marriage 
is to Man, both an excellent reme- 
dy to cure him of his Incontinence, 
1 and an admirable -means to eaſe him 
Sn his domeſtick cares ? Who 1s 1ig-' 
Þorant that Man was born for one 
;Mhing, and the Woman for another ? 
That there are a thouſand ſorts of cares 
. Muitable troa Womian,and by no means 
decent for a Man ? who knows. not 
&hat the Man is ſubje&t to an infinite 


% 


Mumber of accilents and diſtempers ? 

hat in theſe occalions no body is 
2 fitter aſſiſtance to him than a Wife ? 
hen as another Author ſays, ſhe is 
Meither a Burden nor a Croſs, but 
dn the contrary ſhe wonderfully ea- 
es from the ſhoulders of the Man 
he welghtieſt croſſes, and moſt op- 
preſſing burdens. ec 


mm per jovem Mx Ons, _ by 
at moleſtia eſt * Sed c0n- — "a 
ra facillime ac ſine negotio gym, 185. 
errt poteſt , ina res mole= 

tas & pergraves ipſa le- 

vat, Who is not ſenſible that man 
$ often inflamed with that fire, which 
| Father of the Church calls C'upidj- 
 incendiumche fire of Concupiſcence, 
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the earth with inhabitants, and keeps 
up amongſt them wiſdom and mo- 
deſty. It gives to cach Sex its le- 
gitimate uſe, and is a bridle to their 
Jintemperance , ſecuring vertue from 
all inſults, and violence, 
Ss After all this ſhould one admire, 
Sthat ia all well regulated States ſuch 
infinite car2 has been taken to cauſe 
an exatt obſervation of Marriage ? 
Is it a wonder, that in the Republick 
of Lycurgus, the haters of it ſhould 
be excluded from publick ſports, Spe- 
F &acles, and entertainments ? Can one 
F be ſurpriſed, that in the Common- 
F wealth of Plaro,, Batchelors of 35 
years were accounted infamous ? In 
Ja word, it is miraculous that in all 
Wtimes, and even amongſt the barba- 
#Frous Nations, a particular deference 
Y has been payed to married men, and 
that Marriage has been much more 
ſteemed than Celibacy ? It is, Sir, 
the foundation of the world, and the 
Minexhauſtable ſource of Families. 'Tis 
that which gives Citizens, to Cities, 
inhabitants to Provinces, and Subje&ts 
0 Kingdoms. 'Tis that which af- 
fords: Kings to People, and People 
C2 to 
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"to Kings : *Tis that which- furni 
the Country with Labourers, the Tr 
buna]: with Judges, the Churches wit 
Preachers, and the Armies with Soul 
diers. ?Tis- that which has produc 
Heroes on Earth, and Gods in Hel 
ven. Poets have married Gods, a 
well as Men. Saturnme had his Cebel 
and Jupiter his Juno, both which ha 
been Mothers of ſeveral of thoſe fall 
'Divinities, which Pagan antiquity fo 
\merly adored. In a word, 'tis Ma 
-riage . that gives life to Arts and ScYin 
ences ; T hat keeps up Traffick ; Thſbl 
-maintains Societies, and to which Ygr 
owing the greateſt part-of thoſe who mc 
ſome Laws and prudent Diſciplinegtu 
without which the world would un 
but a Cavern of Thieves. Can it Wit 
too much eſteemed after this ? AnJall 
needs there any more to. prove, th#th 
nothing is better, or more exce Ge 
lent, if you except a real cont! 
nence ? | © fr 
Yes, Sir, there is required morell Ct 
for one may make appear that it $7 
Auch in a manner yet more convii Su 
cingly. You will be ſatisfied of in 
if you conlider .it with me, Fir] 
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s the bond of the moſt perfe&, moſt - 
rWwect, and moſt wholſome of all hu- 
ane Conjunctions. And Secondly, 
Ks the exerciſe of the moft lawful,; 
cFnoſt agreeable, and moſt abtolute.au- 
ahority of the world. 
gs Nothing unqueſtionably is more 
perfect” than this union , in reſpect 
to its ſubject, to its end, and to 1ts 
Emanner, Marriage unites Man and 
Woman ; that is to ſay , what there 
is of moſt excellent, and moſt perfect. 
Qin the corporeal nature : what reſem- 
Ybles in it ſelf all the Beautys of this 
Yereat Univerſe : what alone 1s of 
more value, than all tie other Crea- 
Y tures together. In fine, what by the 
underſtanding and reaſon, with which 
it is endowed to the exclnſion of 
Jall other Creatures, has merited 
F the glorious name of the Image of 
$g God. 
by What -do you imagine to be the 
8 firſt part of this ſuvje&t? It is a 
d Celeſtial Son!: It is an immortal 


8 Spirit, an angelical and immaterial 


? Subſtance. It 1s a being, that partakes 
g in ſome ſort of that of God himſelf, 


Seneca goes yet further. When he 
GC 3 CON» 
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conſiders 1ts excellency, he will have # 


it to be God himſelf, who, that as 
I may ſay. 1s come to lodge within 
our bedies, Q: ia aliud voces anman, 

rift, Denm in bhumano cor- 


Sen, Ep. 32. pore koſpitem. ?T1s that 

makes St. Auſtin ſay, J 
That after God, nothing 1s better 
than the Scul, 4 11ma poſt Deum nis 4 


hil melins. 
As to the Body, which is the 0- 


ther part that Marriage unites in # 
the Man and woman, we may afhrm | 


that as miſerable as It 1s in relatj- 


on to its ſubſtance, and to the va« 2 ' 


rious accidents to which it is ſub- | 
jet, it 1s notwithſtanding the moſt | 


perfect and moſt excellent work of | 


Nature, in reſpect of its compoſition ; # 


which, as the Pſalmiſt ſo elegantly 
aſſer ts, is all embroadery : of its atm, 
which 1s to ſerve as an organ to the 
Soni, and to be as it were Its Or- 
nament , Corpres eſt weſtimentum a- 
nime, ſays, St. Chry/oſlon, The Body 
is the Garment of the Soul; and in 
a word of its uſe, which is to be 


imployed in the moſt noble, moſt |: 


neceſſary, ai.d moſt important ations $ 


of lite. Be- 


(31) 
* Behold then the firſt perfetion of 
| Maraiage : viz. That it unites Bo- 
\ © dies and Souls ; that it joynes toge- 
ther the two fineſt Creatures..in the 
" & World ; That it is a compoſition that 
. is moſt rare and precious in the eſ- 
3 fence of things. This kind*of Umion 
is ſen no where elſe, nor» in any 
© other ſabje&, The: Conjunction of 
the Stars. is a Uniorr purely corpo- 
real, the - Copulation of Beaſts 1s a 
E Union purely carnal. Fornication 1s 
2 2 Union of Body without Soul : And 
Friendſhip, as ſtrong as it may be 

| betwixt two friends, is notwithſtand- 
ing but a U:jon of Souls without Bo-- 
dy. There is nothing but Marriage, 
= that truly unites Bodies and Souls 
= togather:; | 
Its ſecond perfe&ion conſiſts in it 
end ; which according, to nature is 
to multiply men : according to grace 

1s to encreaſe the number of the E- 

- "let: and according to Nature and 
> Grace to retain the Sexes in the - 
[ { bounds of Wiſdom, Modeſty, and 
Honeſty, in removing the diſorders 
of debauchery. What can be more 
worthy of God and Man, than this 
Egd ? C4 t: 


22) 


| Ifay, in the laſt place, that the 


manner of this Union likewiſe makes 


up one of its beauties. Marriage doth | 
not only joyn the Bodies, it alſo u-F 


nites the Sculs. *Tis much, I confeſs, | 


but there is ſtill ſomething incom- 
parahly greater. It not only unites 
Bodies and Souls, but O ſurpriſing 
wonder ! of two Bodies and two 
Souls, it makes one and the ſame 
Perſon, Man and Wife, ſays Jeſus 


Chriſt, are no more two, but one fleſh. 


\vDX) 


Ariſtotle aſfirms of a real friendſhip, # 


that it is a ſoul which inhabits in#: 


two Bodies. But the union of Marri1- 
age Is ſtill much more intimate. They 


are no more two Bodies, but one ſin- | 
gle Body, ro more two Souls, but one | 
lingle Soul. They are no longer two F 
Podies tyed to one Soul : No long- ® 


er two ' Souls confounded in one Bc- ! 


dy. *Tis a ſomething, I know not | 
what, which 1s not abſolutely one or * 


Pother, but is more than both, and 
cannot be expr-:ſſed. 

Poſſibly the Comick Poet thought 
of- nothing leſs than to. repreſent to 


us the wonder of this Union, when | 


he made the diyerting peice of his 


what | 
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Amphytrion. It is notwithſtanding 
what he dcth after the moſt natu- 
ral way imaginable in the Scene of - 
the two Soſiar, He makes them to- 
be- of {9 perfe&t a reſemilance, that 
they look upon one another as one 
and the ſame perſun. They are not 
at all diſtinguiſhable. They are two 
in number, yet but one in action and 
movement. They always ſpeak by T, 
and not by We. They do not ſay, . 
thou art there, and ] am here; but 


E am there, | am here. Plaurtus expreſſes 
-it in his Language with an emplaſlis 


we cannot render in ours. © What yon 
« would perſuade me no body ever 
* heard ſays Amphytrion to Sofia, that 


* «one man ſhould be at the ſame 
| © time in two different places. 


Nemo wmquan Dome ant c- 


bac I 
"2 "app FS" JOE FOR P lnut 

tat nec po el fiertt er, Amphyt, 

pore 4ino AR 2.. Sc. I: 
Hom3 1idem duobus lacs 

ut ferul ſit. 


«By what inconceiveable art couid 
| *it be that thou wait at the ſame 


þ & moment here and in the Houle. 


C5 Dan 
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Ono id malim patto poteſt 


Fieri, nuac wi tu hic ſis © Domigid diy 


ci Volo. 


«Yon may well. be aſtoniſhed atf 


& whar | have told you, replies Soſa; 
&« hit it.is- a maniteſt. truth. 


Sum profetlo & hic © lhe. 
| am. both here-and there. 


. 
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; 
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Nothing, F confeſs, is more Thea 


tral than theſe ways cf ſpeaking, 
but 1t muſt be granted alſo that nog 
thing better explains the nature I 


this ſtri& union that Marriage makes, 
There are no words that can exaCt-) 
17 repreſent it. One ought for that! 
end to compoſe a new Grammar, 
One cannot ſpeak of it but in making 
Soleciſms, and in confounding the 
plural with the ſingular, and the ſin- 
gular with the plural. They are no 
more two, but one fleſh, ſays God 


himſelf of Man and Woman. They: 


are one in two perſons. They are: 


but one perſon in two bodies. Avi- 


me due, two Souls. Animus Hnus, one 
mind, 
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but what arrives to tother. The 
Hushband and the Wife feel the ſame 
things; They ſufter the ſame evils. 


They enjoy the ſame good things. 
Grief and joy make the: ſame im- - 
preſlions in each of them.: Morbo de - 


tinetur unus ? Detinentur du0. . Adverſa 


premunt unum ? Senſus in utroque eft , us - 


trumgque riſus, utrumque lachryme. . Proſ- 


pera letaque tener t unum ? tenent ur - 
trumgue AS the Phylopher: {o' well : 
expreſles in Sexeca. - The ſame diſtempers *: 


and misfortunes reach both. If one laugh ſo 


doth the other their tears are the ſame, &C.. . 
This is too ſtrong for a ſimple - 
friendſhip: Snch a one as this never - 


appeared. Or if fuch a -one has been 


found ; one muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe: : 


it- to be more than a- union of Spi- 


rits. You know that another was : 
praQtifed frequently enough amongſt - 
the Pagans, which might much con= - 


tribute to the making of ſuch friends, 
but which is ſo ſcandalous to nature, 


that you muſt he contented to read: | 
it in the firſt Chapter of St. Paxl to- > 


the Romans,withqut hearing it name@. 


mind... Idem Velle, idem nolle, and one” 
will. . There happens-nothing to one,, , 


But. 


—_ 


» 
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But, Sir, 1f you would be perfectly 
convinced that there 1s nothing in na- 
ture more excellent than Marriage, Þ 1 
you are only to look upon it. with Þ 1 
relation to,the great. myſteries 1t re- Þ t 
preſents. The holy Spirit. has made Þ} 1 
uſe of in a thouſand. places in our Di- |: 
vine Scriptures to teſtifie to us the FF * 
tenderneſs of the Father under the # 
Law; and. of. the charity of the Son | 
under the Goſpel. 7m; | 
F- O(7 eſpoufe thee to me for £- | 
ver. TIT will eſpouſe thee to 
me in juſtice, in jucgmcnt, in mercy, and || 
in compaſion.. I will ſpouſe thee with : 
conſtancy, and thou ſhalt call me thy Huſ- | 
band, ſaid God. himſelf to his ancient } 
Iſrael. 1 have af propria- j 
2. Cor». 1H, ted you, ſaid alſo St. Paul : 
Epi. 5-23-32» to the new People, 79 
| one fongle, Husband ro pre- 
fent you as a chaſt Virgin, to Feſus Chriſt. 
Beſides the Church: is called the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, and the Spouſe of the 
Lamb, the Song of Sengs is. nothing 
elſe but the Epithalamium of this-Di- 
vine Marriage, Thus God was-Mar- 
ried with the Jewiſh Church, Jeſus 
Chriſt js alſo Married with the __ 


— 
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I" 


» 9 SR > 


qual to God, and notwithſtanding 
ig 


E 


fian Church. *Tis: thus the Sacred 
Authors repreſent to ns that intimate 
union of the Faithful with the Divi- 
nity, and Fleſh of Chriſt. *Tis thus 
they infinuate to us that profound- 
| neſs of love we find in. iis heart. 
2Tz# thus they inſtruc. us how dear 


we are to him and it, as we ought 
to make our intereſts of his, ſo he 
never fails to make ours his. own. 
The ancient Doctors have carricd 
yet further, the perfection of Marri- 
age, when they conſidered it as the 
natural Image of the Hypoſtatick uni- 
on of the two. Natures in Chriſt. 
One-mulſt acknowledge in effe&t that 
nothing diſcovers to us better the bot- 
tom of this adorable myſtery, As 
we have ſecn, of' one Man and one 
Woman Marriage makes but one and 
the ſame perſon: they are no more 
two, but one fleſh. From thence pro- 
ceeds this reaſoning of St. Paul, that 
he who loves his Wife loves him- 
ſelf. The Son of God being alſo 
united to our Fleſh, Is become the 
Son of. Man. He doth not think it 
a point of uſurpation to make himſeif 


(383) | 
in uniting himſelf to vs by the In- 
carnation, he 1s become fleſh of on: 


fleſh, and bone of our bone. By thef 


incomprehenſible force of this union 


he has ceaſed to be ſimply God, nei- 


ther 1s f> become ſimply Man. Hef 


has reutr.2d * one and the ſame per- 
ſon thoſe twu oppoſite Natnres, which 
make him to be our E:nanucl. God 
with us. He 1s not only Man, he is 
Man-God. He 1s not only God, he is 
God-Man : but as in Marriage, the 
union which 15 made, as intimate as 


it is, yet deſtroys. n:t the ſubſtance |} 


of the two parties which compoſe it, 
each preſerving its own with its eſſen- 
tial qualities : So the Hypoſatick n- 
nion of the two Natures in Chriſt 
confounds them not. The one is not 
abſolv*d by the other. The; both ſub- 
fiſt in him after a diſtin& and inex- 
preſlible manner, without any altera- 
tion of their eſſential qualities. Do 
not imagine with the Neftorians two 
erſons ; there is but one. Do not 
Ho to your ſelf with the Eu- 
tichians a fingle Nature : there aretwo. 
In a word, the Ancients affirm of 
Marriage, that it is the Symbol of the 
union 
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anion of regenerate Souls with God: 
They are all in him, and he in all 
them. As he who joyns himſelf to: 
a Wife, becomes one and the ſame 
body with her : So, fays 

St. Paul, He who is Pyw= Cor .6.16,19. 
ed to the Lord, is ni 14» , , bn 17, 216 

one and the ſame Spirit 

with kim, It 1s by the efficacy ofthis 
myſtical union that Jeſus Chriſt aid 


"of the whole body of his 


ele, That they are but one Gal. 2. 20, 
with him, and with his Fa- 

ther ; That his Apoſtle ſays, Fle lives 
n9 more, but that it 15 Jeſus C hriſt who 
lives in him; And that the holy Spouſe 
ſays, That her wel!-beloved 
appertains to her, andſhe Cate 2. 16. 
to ber well-beloved. It 1s 

the divine Love that is the efficient 
cauſe of this myſtical union. ?Tis 
that which produces in us this. holy 
metamorphoſic. Ts that whichtrans= 
forms us into God himſelf, Sulus 2 
mor eſt, quo coavirtimur ad Deum,” tranſ= 


formamur in Deum, ad heremus Deo, ut 


ſimus, unus Spirit us cum eo, Said a learn- 
ed man, Tzs love alone by which we are 
turd to God, transform'd into God. we 


ſtick 
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ftick- to God that we may be one Spirit 
with him. © O Love ! that always burns, 
& and is never extinguiſhed ! Inflame 
« me all over with thy fire, to the 
« end, thzt being conſumed by the 
« ſweet f «< - thy affection, I may 
& be never': .ule of any other love, 
ſaid” alſo the ſame holy Soul, How 
much, 1 beſeech you, ought one to de- 
termine in all theſe proſpects for the 
zerfection and excellency of Marriage? 

All other Societies are tranſitory 
unfertile, made up of nothing ; or of 
a pure temperal intereſt, This of 
Marriage 1s only cternal. Death it 
ſelf, that puts an crd to all, doth 
not always conclude this, becauſe it 
doth not only unite the Budies ; It 
anites alſo the Souls. 


: Trwajicit & fati littoxa mag + 
-— pane YHS AITOT. 
e © I 3 Its he . . . 
Azam. Ad. 2. Anor Jugalis Vincit , as 
fleftit retro. 


It is likewiſe very fertile, and the 
fruits which it produces are more 
precious than all the Gold ct the 


Jadies. Thy Wife , fays the Prophet, F 
fhaki. | 


Ls 
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ſhall be in thy Houſe, as 


a Vine abounding in fruits Pat. 122. 5 
and thy Children like O- 

live branches round about thy table. In 
a word, as I have alreadr ſaid, no- 
thing is more diſint- --N> than the 
love of a Wife. She vv, her Huf- 
band for the ſake of himſelf, an... Je- 
cauſe ſhe is eaſily perſuaded that in 
his reſpe&t nothing ought to appear 
more aimable to her. 

To know its whole extent, and how 
far it goes, you need only to read 
the Song of Songs in the Bible : There 
you will .perceive the Air, and diſ- 
cover the ſecrets of a certain plea- 
ſure which charms the heart , and 
tranſports the Soul in ſpight of it 
ſelf. It 1s filled with expreſſions f9 
tender, and figures ſo effefting, that 
one muſt be harder than a Rock nor 
to be wrought upon therewith. | 
know very well, that the principal 
deſign of the Holy Spirit, that di- 
tated to Slomon, was to repreſent 
to us the flames of the Divine Love, 


_ and the myſtical union of Chriſt and 


his Church. But we can never be 
able to frame to our ſelves the ex- 
cellency. 
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eellency thereof, unleſs we ſuppoſe | 


the ſame.things in the conjugal nni- 
on, lince the one 1s imployd there- 
in as the lively Image-of the other. 
This being ſo, it is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs th" weetneſs and fatisfation 
of a hap, " age, Thiswiſe King 
ſp ”*to us of it in ſuch magnificent 


t,z:ns, and, expoſes to our eyes all - 


its delights 10 fo pleaſant a manner, 
that one is tranſported almoſt out of 
himſelf, One talks of nothing there 
but of my Love, my particular Friend, 
my Dove, my perfect one, my Siſter, 
my Spouſe, of ſurfeiting with Love, 
of Myrrhe, of Aloes, of Aromatick 
{mells ; of paſſing the day. with his 


well-beloved under the ſhade of Palm- } 


Trees,and amidſt the flowers of Pome- 
granets: and the night; on: the boſom, 
and between the breaſts of the faireſt 
amongſt Women, All this, tis true, 
ought to exalt our minds above the 
objects of the ſenſes, and to put be- 
fore -our eyes the ineffable ſweetneſs 
of our Communion with Jeſus Chriſt, 
the real Spouſe of our ſouls : But 
who doth not ſee yet further, that 
wan ought to find in the ynion of Mar- 
riage 
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' riage well near the ſame pleaſures 
- that the faithful difſcoyer in their u- 
nion with God : ſince the firſt 1sas 
it were the Plan and Model of the 
| ſecond, and that the pleamres of the 
ſecond cannot be real .if t- pleaſure 
of the firſt is not o ? 

In. fine, I add that nothing js. .e 


# wholtſome than this union. Marriage 


is of it ſelf the undoubted way to 
Paradiſe. If an infinite mmber of _ 
| perſons go aſtray, and make it the 
way of Hell, it is becauſe they practiſe 
not its pure maxims, and remove 
themſelves from the ends which it 
propoſes. God has inſtituted it to be 
an excellent remedy for Man againſt 
incontinence ; and by conſequence to 
contribute wonderfully to his Salva- 
tion, by carrying him to Wiſdom and 
Sanctity, He likewiſe deſign'd it for 
, him to be a perpetual means of in- 
creaſing his yertues. One has a Wite. 
One has a Hushand. They muſt be 
loved : They muſt be ſupported : And 
in ſpite of their proper infirmities, 
they muſt make it a continual joy to 
poſleſs one another, by a love of 
 complaiſance which appears in no 
other 
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other Society. One has Children, 
they muſt be inſt1u&ted. One muſt 
labour to make them good in their 
kinds. They muft have examples of 
goodneſs., -One muſt inſtill into their 
minds wh 2rinciples, In a word, 
one .N!t ..,ucavour to ſave them, 
Can-vne afford them for their Sal- 
vation the cares which Nature and 
Grace require, without taking ſome 
.for ones own ? One has troubles : 
One has diſpleaſures : One has tribn- 
lations : Alas ! whohas.not? 


O quam dura premit miſeros 

Cornel. Gal). conditio vite ! 
ilege 2. O! how hard a ſtate of life 
oppreſles the miſerable 


One muſt digeſt them 1n patience : 
One muſt receive them with humili- 
ty from the hand which diſpences 
them: One muſt recollect all the 
motions of real faith and hope to a- 
void being overwhelmd with their 
weight, and to diſcern through all 
theſe miſeries, that hand of God who 
delivers when it is time , and who 
by an adorable diſpenſation often- 

| times 
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times makes of them in a Chriftian 
Marriage a ſource of BenediQion and 
Grace : as they are one of Salvation 
and Sandtification, 

It is,Sir,with the virtue * a Batche- 
lour, and that of a 1 Man, - as 
with avarice and libcrauc,. This re- 
quires nothing but communication. 
That has nothing for its aim but re- 
ſtrition. One has the hand always 
open, becauſe it loves to diffuſe it 
ſelf, and the other has it always 
ſhut , becauſe it has no pleaſure in 
gifts. The vertue of Celibacy with 
the men of this world 1s a dead virtuz, 
that is of no uſe, nor profits any 
body. Which made Tertullian ſay ve- 
ry eloquently, Malo nul- 
lum bonum quam vanum. Tertull. lib, 1. 
Quid prodeſt eſſe, quod efſe 4e pua, 
non prodeſt ? It 1s an idle, 
barren, particular virtue, and which 
terminates in the ſole ſubject, to which 
it is faſtned. In a word it is a virtue 
of a carnal temparament cr prudence, 
which has nothing of nobleneſs in it 
ſelf, and which, if one examines it 
near, Will appear to be founded up- 
..on the motives of a {it delicacy. 

The 
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The virtue of Marriage on the 0. 


therſide, is a living and fructifying 
virtue. It is a productive virtne, 
which tends only to multiplication, 
It is a | lick virtue, It is a virtue 
oO! exarr ...” \Ommibrs patct. It is a 
vistpe or choice and clection. Ir is 


a virtue of force and victory, and is Þ 
oaly ſo upon the account - of the great 
difficulties it has to engage with, J-- | 
tes dium patitur Vincit, as a Poet ſays, Þ 


Virtue whilſt it ſuffers conquers. 


Certamen aufer ne quidert Virtis erit. 
Without oppoſition and engaging 
their would be no virtue, 


In a word, it is a virtue of uſeful- 
neſs and profitable to all the world. 
There is none perhaps but this, to 
which one may juſtly apply theſe 
two verſes of Sententious Horace. 


eAque ' pauperibus prodeſt, 
How. Ep. |. 1. locupletibus aque. 
Ep 1. eAFquenegletum pueris ſex 
nibuſque nocebit, 


Q cm 


"Tis 
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Tis equally advantagious to the 
poor and rich, 

And the negle@ of it brings equal 
damage to Boys and Old Men, 


After having ſhewn yor the excel- 
lency of Marriage with relation to the 
advantage of its union, It 1s not un- 
fit to make it appear to you with 
relation to the authority it confers. 
By nature we love to rule, and to be 
ſuperior. The deſign of making them- 
ſelves equal to God, 1s what de- 
ſtroy'd our firſt Parents. One finds 
nothing ſo ſweet as the power of 
commanding others, and of being o- 
bey'd. The Sacred Author lets us 
know that” the very Apoſtles diſpu- 
ted concerning precedence. It is cer- 
tain that this Spirit of pre-eminence 
is born with us: and one may ſay 
that it is perhaps the firſt of our 
inclinations. How much then ovght 
Men to eſteem Marriage , ſince it 
ſatisfies it in ſo agreeable a man- 
ner ?. 
In effect , all cannot be Kings in 
a Monarchy. Dukes in an Ariſto- 
cracy. States and Lords in a Demo- 
| cracy. 
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cracy. Heaven beſtows this honour 
but on a few, Yet theſe for the moſt 
part marry , and are in a Tight to 
hope for Children, Tlws, Sir, of all 
hamane dominions, the paternal is un- 
doubtedly moſt ancient and legitimate, 
*Tis even that which has ſerved as 1 
foundation to all others. 

Methinks there 48 not enough oh- 
ſerv3nce of this Soveraizn authority 
of Fathers ever their Children, There 
is not perhaps any thing in nature 
ſo pleaſant, or ſo admirable : What 
delight .to ſee this people of free- 
will, ſubjetted-to your wills : Always 
diſpoſed to obey you : always zealous 
for your ſervice : always intereſled 
for whatſoever has relation to you. 
Do you ſpeak ? they reply to you, 
Do you not ſpeak ? they remain in 
ſilence, Doyou blame ? they are ſub- 
miſſive. Do you command ? they are 
full of joy. Do you give directions ? 
they obey. Do you prohibit ? they 
abſtain. Do you make appear to them 
an angry countenance ? they tremble 
and are frightned Do you diſcover 
one of good hnmour and love ? you 


fill them with contentment, In a 
word, 
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word, you do even what you pleaſe 
amongſt them. You are the Maſter 
of their good and evil deſtiny, With- 
out ever demanding, of you the rea- 
ſons of your conduct in their reſpect, 
they ſuppoſe it always full of wiſdom, 
and they take a pride in a blind ſub- 
miſſion to it. As they are ſatisfied 
you can -never do any thing to their 
prejudice, and that all your aim 1s but 
to procure their good : ſo they ne- 
yer undertaking any thing againt 
jou, but on the other fide: they et- 
ect all they can to give you a teſti- 
mony of their reſpect, their zeal, and 
acknowledgment. In fine, there ne- 
ver was an authority more agreea- 
ble, or more abſolute than this. Ir 
1s to a Father that this Verſe of FJ«- 
zenal perfeAly agrees, in relation to 
his Children. 


Hoc wolo, ſic jubeo. Sit pro 


ratione volunt as. Tuv. Sat. 6 
This will;this I command, 7 Of ©: 


my W1ll is my Reaſon. 


D 1here 
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There is nothing that comes near. 
-er to the Divinity, than this. And 
it is principally in this regard, that 
It is the lively image of it. 


Nobis parentes ſunt Deorum 1magy 
21S. 


Our Parents are as the Images ff 


the Gods. 


You will alledge perhaps that the 
great-number of Subjects which make 
the felicity of other Governments, is 
the misfortune of this, becauſe it muſt 
-needs be that all Childrea are not 
of the charaQer I repreſent them, 
'How many doth one ſee, that one 
would ſwear they were born only 
to 'be a perpetual torment-to their 
Parents ? If one believes Euripide, 
Amongſt a great multitude ſcarce will ay 
pear 4 better man than his Father. And 
-according to Sophocles. There are fen 
better ,, but many worſe. 1 deny not 
the confequence. It 1s but too true 
Every place is full of ill-born Chil- 
.dren, andunhappy Fathers, But, Sir, 
-in ſpight of this ancient Provert, 
aHeroum fil; noxe, and whatever tit 
Poet 


$4 
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Poets affirm, it muſt notwithſtanding 
be granted, that it 1s chiefly among 
the ſcum of the people that appear 
theſe unnat-:1al Children , who in- 
fringe all the righrs of Nature, and 
Grace of Heaven and Earth , like 


| other Chams and other Ab/aloms em- 


ploy their ſacraligious hands, either 
to diſho>nour or perſecnte their Fa- 


E thers. This 1s rarely ſeen amongſt 


the generous ſort, and in Famalies 
well orderd. I add, that there are 
yery few Fathers, who may not, if 
they will, enjoy with pleaſure that 


{ ſupream Authority , which God has 
| giventhem over their Children. Tis 
| a thing which depends only upon 
| education, and the manner of bring- 


ing them up. 

There are three things which ex- 
treamly favour this paternal govern- 
ment, and may munch contribute to 
render it agreeable and propitious, 
The firſt is, That Fathers qd» them- 
ſelves form their own Subjects, not 
only by the birth they take from 
them, but alſo by the education which 
they give them. They are in ſome 
ſort Maſters of their minds. Nature 

| D 2 puts 
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puts them imto their hands, like ra- 
zed Tables, wherein 1s nothing as 
yet written. They may imprint 
on them ſuch Maxims, .as they think 
fit. .They find there no reſiſtance, 
They receive. the propenſity they 
would give them withont any . op- 
polition, f 


dep. 2. pr 'Ur quiſque Jmum wul 


Sc Z» eſſe, ita eſt. 


Inſomuch that it depends only on | 
them to teach them the art. of 0- 
beying and reſpetting. They alone þ 
have the power to make them wiſe, 
It is their own fault- if: they don't 
enjoy that Empire whereof Sereca | 
affirms, That. the chiefeſt ſtrength | 

| . conſiſts. in the love of | 

Sen L. 1. dect. Subjects. Unum ft Regi | 
Cc. 19» inexpugnabile munimentus. | 
| amor civium. In fine, it 
depends on them alone' to [inſpire 
them with tke faireſt ſentiments of | 
.yertue. 


Qu 


)- 


(-53-) 


Oro ſeme I eſt inouta Fece- 
ns, ſervabit odorem Teſta Hor. Etif. 
it. (19, I, Bp 
That icent a Veſie] firft 
takes, will affe@ it a great while. 


For that end you want no ſtore 
of Rhetorick. There needs but your 
own proper example. All Children * 
in general} are pleaſed to 1mitate 
their Fathers, and to do all they ſee 
them praGiſe. They copy them e- 
ternally in their way of action, in 
their manners, atid oftentimes in their 
very geſt ures. Amat rnu/anifque fequi 
vitam parentum, ſays St. Ambroſe. O- 
ferator filins que vierrit patrem factert- 
em, ſays likewiſe St, A:fiz, Thus 
nothing 1s more important for Chil- 
dren than example. But nothing alſo 
is mo.e conmmndious for Fathers. 
who are capable of affording good 
ones. They may by this means ſave 
an infinite number of words and dif- 
courſes, If we believe St Bernard 

s p 
Example 1s the beſt of Sermons. Ser- 
moviuus & efficax excmplum, opevis eff. 
And after Seneccz, there: is no ſhort- 
cr 
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er road to virtue, Loxs 
Sen, Ep. 6 gum iter t per pracepta : 
breve & efficax per exemp- | nc 
da. Lorg, is the way vl Pxecepts, | ju 
ſhort and efficacic:.s by Examples. 0 
The ſecond z2dvantage of this go- Þ b 
rernment, whereof I ſpeak, is found- | 
ed vpon the hope, which all Subjeas | 
entertain @f holding one day or o- | 
ther the ſame place their Fathers do, | 
and of becoming in their turn the } 
Kings of their Children, Therefore 
if they have never ſo ſmall a ſtock 
of reaſon, they will take care to 
practice towards their Fathers thoſe 
cuties, Which they would be diſplea- 
{ed ta ſee vnprattifed towards them, 
when they ſhould poſleſs the throne |} 
of Paternity, if one may be allowed | 
to ſpeak ſo, If we love to imitate 
Ger Fathers, we do not leſs love to 
h> traced &f onr Children. Itis un- 
doubtedly for their intereſts to ac- 
quit themſelves religiuuſly towards |} 
1s of that obedience, ſubmiſſion, and | 
profound reſpe&, which even nature þ| 
dictates to them, and not to eſtabliſh 
Maxims repugnant thereto , becauſe 
they will eſtabliſh them againſt them- 
{clves. 


UN 
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ſelves. For the moſt part one is long- 
er Father than Child, and fo were 
not theſe Duties, as they are, the 
juſteſt in the world, by a principle 
of Self-love there” is not a Child. 
but onght to hold them ſacred. 
Would you know what I calt the” 
third advantage of this authoriry of 
the Father over his Children ? Ir s,.. 
that he exerciſes it continually un- 
der their eyes. It is, thathe alone 
propoſes to himſelf their good. Ir 
is, that he labours only for. their ad- 
vancement. This is his general de- 
ſign. This is his priacipal end. . This 
is his ſfngie proſpect, Muiſt not Chil- 
dren become very ungrateful, not to 
honour and reſpe t with all thetr:. 
power thoſe Fathers, who undergo- 
ſuch pains of body and mind, and: 
who ſweat in their ſight even bloud 
and water, in order to render their 
condition happy, and to leave them 
a good fortune ? All bave not ſucceſs; 
ts true : Nor licet omnibus adire Co- 
rinthum. But, be it as It will, all 
have the intention. All. tend that 
way. All propofe it to themſelves... 
Are you not of opinion, Sir , that 
D 4. there . 


(56) 


there would be even more blindneſ 
than ingratitude in Children, that 
refuſe to ſubmit themſelves to this 
reaſonable dominion, ſince 1t has been 
eſtabliſhed by nature, and ſo ſtrong- 
ly recommended by God himſelf in 
his Divine Scr.ptures, purely for | 
their Salvation : and that it intirely | 
aims at therr proper good ? ? 
Behold three CharaQters, that are |: 
peculiar to paternal goverment , and | 
which diſtinguiſh it extreamly from | 
all others. Who can diſpute after 
this the ſweetneſs of it ! In effect, 
nothing is more. But 1t 1s not e- 
aough conltdered, 1 maintain that it 
19 one of thoſe things , which may 
moſt aleviate the cares and troubles | 
of a Father. What pleaſure 1s it, } 
once again, to have Children , who 
like ſo many faithful Snbjedts are 2- 
bout you for jour guard, to ferve 
yon, to love you, to reſpect you, 
What fatisfaRtion to be able at all 
times and in all things to rely, upon | 
their heart , their faith, and their | 
zeal ! What contentment never .to 
impoſe but ſuch commands, as they 
readily perform, to ſay to one Bo, 
an 
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and he goes; to bid another do this; 
and he does it ! What ſecret joy to 
obſerve all theſe other-ſelves., theſe 
verdant plants ,. theſe rifing Stars, 
which God has brought forth in your 
own- boſom, to envy one another in 
the concern of your welfare! In a 
word , what extream bliſs to have 
always at cne's table and about one 
ſuch a troop of real friends, uncor- 
rupted Servants, and ſubmiſſive Sub- 
refhs If one regarded things as they 
are, where are the bitters that all 
this is not capable of ſweztning ? 
where are the -misfortunes, that the 
proſpe& of this good would not ob- 
literate ? And yet 'tis Marriage that 
produces all this ſatisfaction: for man. 
'Tis that which procures him -all 
theſe advantages. It 1s by that Chan- 
nel, that God diſtributes to him all 
theſe favours. By conſequence what 
can one apprehend” of more uſe to 
him ? What .can. he more excel. 
lent. 

One affirms cf truth, that it Is 
what ajl the world believes. I af- 
ſert juſt the ſame of an excellent; 
thing, it 1s what all the world makes 

D 4 practice. 
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pradiee” of. According to this _—_ 
ciple one may fay in a certain ſenſe, 
that r.0.hing can be more excellent 
thin Marriage. I: is of univerfal 
practice, As 1 have already inſinv- 
ated, & perpetual Celibdacy was never 
eſteemed in the world. Art all times | 
it has been regarded as a thing dif- | 
graceful to mankind, and as the Peſt 
of Republicks. The Romans depri- 
ved Batchelours of Teſtamentary Le- 
gacies, The Corinthians, of Burial, 
The Areives, of all forts of Preſents. 
And the Arhenrans even carried their 
ſeverity ſo far as to whip them before 
their Alters upon their ſolemn Feaſt- 
days. 

But, Sir, if Marriage 1s of all times 
and of all places, one- may ſay that 
it is likewiſe of all perſons.. Brrth, 
Death, and Marriage are the three 
| bounds where all men meet. All 
are born : all dye, and almoſt all are 
married. Little and Great: Righ and 
Poor. Kings and Shepherds. Learn- 
ed and Ignorant. Civilized a. d Bar- 


_  barians. PlMoſophers and Orators. 


Young and Old. All kinds of Meg. 
Of all kind of profeſſions. Of all A- 
es, 
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ges. Of all Statures. Of all Com--- 
plexions, All Marry. . All enter 1n- 
to this greet Society. All get them- 
ſelves admitted .into the Brotherhood. }. 
There is no condition in the world, . 
where one has ſo many companions. 
Methinks this. ought to render It. yet -: 
very conſiderable, But as nothing 
makes a virtue appear-more ſplendid, , 
than to compare it with its oppo= 
ſite vice; to ſhew more fully the ex- - 
cellency of Marriage ; 1s-to com- 
pare it with the infamy of |inconti- 
nence, its contrary, which 1s.the ſub- 
jet of the Second Part. of this - 
Work. 


O.F''T HE 


 INFAMY | 


Jncontinence. 


PART. II. | 


FI was only. to treat with Saints 
upon this Subjet, I ſhould 
not have occaſion to uſe many 
words in order to perſuade 
them, that nothing 1s more 
infamous than Incontinence. 

Ta. convince them hereof, it- would 

be ſaſficient to tell them, that no- 
thing is more repugnant to that pu- 

Tlity, 
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rity, which they profeſs. But, Sir, 


it is with Sinners and great ones too, 
that I muſt have to do. Even with 
ſach, who for the molt part are grown 
old in criminal habits, and who make 
a ſport of that filthy debauchery, for 
which Heaven declares ſo much ab- 
horrence, 

You apprehend that if they are in- 
ſenfible of the charms of Marriage, 
they are no leſs of the horrors of 
Luſt, and that it is equally difficult to 
canvince them of theexcellency ofthe 
one, and the infamy of the other. 
They are a ſort of people willful in 
their blindneſs. They reſolve to ſee 
nothing in the firſt but whet is irk- 
ſome, in order to make it an obje& 
of Contempt. They refuſe to ſee 
any thing in the ſecond but what's 
agreeable, in order to make that a 
continual obje&t of Concupyſence, 

This diforder 1s even ſo common, 
ſo general, and ſo well fixed in So- 
ciety, that to undertake to withdraw 
men from 'it, and to exhort them to 
return from an errour, which it is 
much more @fic to Blame than avoid, 
is in ſome ſort to make himſelf ri- 

diculous ; 
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diculous > Blandnum mar 
 " Max, lib. 9. lum &t LuXaria &* quan 
accuſare facilius eft alj- 
quanto , gram vitare! as an ancient 
Author {o admirably iays. That is, 
Luxury is a ſoothing evil, which we may 
with more eaſe 267 By than avoid. 
"Tis certain that there is within an 
apparent ſweetneſs. ; One may affirm 
q Luſt, that it is the bofom of the 
voluptuouſneſs of - the. ſences, where 
ſinners take their ſleep with pleaſure, 
But O cruel, fatal, and pernicious 
boſom! one fleeps there only to be 


deſtroyed. If on one ſide you taſte 


the ſweets of NeCtar, on the other, 
you ſuck the bitter of Poyſon. A- 
las ! who knows not that Samſon found 
his death in that of Palilah : David 
almoſt his in that of his Berſheba : 
and Mark Anthozy the loſs of an Em- 
pire In the boſom of his Cleopatra ! 


O ! fallax bunum, 


Sen. dip. Quantum malum frome 
Aﬀ, 1. uam tanda legs ! 

Oh faithleſs good ! how 
much ill does thy ſmookn looks con- 
ceal. 


W hat 
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What fatisfations ſoever the [is 
kertines find in ſuch wanton imbra- 
ces, carly, or late, ſays Seneca, they 
are converted into pun- 
ihments. Sed ipſe wvo- Sen. Ep. 24. 
luptates in tormenta Ver 
FHATHY ' 
All this is moſt true. Experience 
proves it. every day in an inconteſta- 
ble manner , and yet men will not 
refrain this evil conduct, They take 
delight in ſuch an error, and are plea- 
fed with ſoagrecable a madneſs. It 
is a Sea, wherein they take a plea- 
ſure to drown themſelves : They hold 
to this unhappy vice with indiſſoluble 
chains : Toto corpore, omnibus ungui- 
cxlis, as the Proverb. 

We may diſtinguiſh three ſorts of 
perſons, that are engaged in the 
ſhameful commerce of the fleſh. The 
one ſeeks after it by inclination, and 
make it their chiefeſt good. Ano- 
ther ſort continues it becauſe they. 
cannot get rid thereof, being retain- 
ed as It were in ſpight of themſelves 
by force and cuſtom, and by the fa- 
tality of their temperature. The laſt 
apply themſelyes to it both by incli- 
nation 
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ration and cuſtom ; but they look up. 
on this ſin as a piece of gallantry, 


and as a mecde in Society which they 
are allowed to follow with others 


and without hazard. All theft offend- 


ers equally deſerve your horrour. 
Place, Sir, in the firſt rank all thoſe 
Libertines of Profeſſion, AM thoſe 
Epecureans. All thoſe Sardanapali, 
who only ſtudy to fatisfie the irregn- 
lar appetites of Nature, whoſe Belly 
is their God, and who ſeck their glo- 
ry in their proper confuſion, as an 
Apoſtle ſays. They are naturalized 
into their offe; ce. It is their yery 
Eleme:.t. They are ſo pleaſed with 
their condition, that they are extream 
unwalling .to leave xt. Like truc 
Swine, they love'to abide in their 
\. uncleannels, 
' For whom has this fair Sex bet 
made., that is the ornament of the world, 
if not. for man,: ſay theſe Debauchees * 
where can : he find more delight than. it; 
the boſom of a fine- woman ! Have. not 
theſe mortal Goddeſſes been embraced by 
the Gods themſelves? thoſe Gods that 
axe ſo mu above humanity? Have 
they. not quited all the charms of O- 
lympus 


Ay we 


on no RE * 
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lIimpus i order to enjoy here below their 
wnluptuons imbraces ? and yet forfooth, we, 
to whom nature has given them 1 poſ= 
ſeſſion, muſt not be affetted with them : 
or if we arc, as it is impoſſible not tobe, 
ſince one ſingle regard of theirs is 
able to inflame the heart, 
urit videndo femina, we Virg. George 
muſt be provibited to rc 
peat vur careſſes, and to be enamour'd of 
them ! What, ſay they ſtill, we are born 
with diſpoſitions, that draw us impetu- 
ouſly trowkrds this charming objett, and 
we muft exert all our cares to remove 
our ſelves ſrom it. Nature it ſelf ſhall 
give us an extream hunger after this 
dilicious food,. and we _ not be ſatisfied 
with it in the midſt of that: abundance we 
have thereof. If this axdent deſire of 
ours was not lawful, Nature doubtleſs 
world not have afforded us the ſame. Nl- 
hil cenſeamus eſſe malum, quod fit a 
Natura datum hominibus, /ays the Fa- 
ther of eloquence. And if it is good, why 
ſhomd me not receive its influence ? 
But, add theſe infamous Men, if it 
is lawful to uſe women, and to make 
theſe amorous thefts; which the preat 
Jupiter . himſelf has /0 often preferred 
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tO all the glory of his Throne, inſt nit 
4 man be a fool to be ternally fix'd tg 
onc, and to deprive himſelf by this mean; 
of the pleaſing liberty of change ? Natu- 
ra diverſis gaudit. }har #u there is 
effett that is n.ore acceptable to man, 
than variety of meats, and that hap 
diverſity of all things, which this good 
Mother affords him? Is it poſſible that 
this man, for whom ſhe has mage all 
things, ſhould enjoy leſs priviledge thay 
Beaſts, and that ſhe would conneft him 
to one ſingls Woman, whilſt fſbe grants 
20 other creatures the liſence of taking 
what they: pleaſe, thoſe, to whom ſhe has 
given infinitely leſs inclination for tkig 
pleaſure, than to Man? Has not this 
likewiſe obliged a thouſand people of the 
world to eſtabliſh Pol:gamy, Letters of 
Divorce, and even ſome to render al Wo- 
men common 1n Society. 

Happy the Country , that is de- 
ſtitute of ſuch Monſters ! Happy it 
Chriſtendom were void thereof, and 
they incloſed in thoſe miſerable qpla- 
ces, Where reaſon is extinguiſhed , 
and where men have nothing of Man, 
but the Name! Sunr quidam non re, 
ſed nomine homines, as the Roman Ora- 
ror, 
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tor. Can one imagine, that there 
ſhould be found of them any where 
elſe? Can it be believed that a thing 
of ſuch abſolute impiety and baſe- 
neſs, Nihil eſt aut nequius, aut turpius 
(Feminato viro, ſhould come into a 
rood and civilized Nation ? Bnt, a- 
laſs! they are every where. The 
wiſeſt people, and beſt ordered 
States are no more exempt, than 0- 
thers. 

What horror , Sir, ought one to 
conceive for theſe perſons, who have 
as it were ſworn upon the very Al- 
ters to contmne all their lite in the 
application of this Sin. and to make 


it, all the Paradiſe they allow of ? 
As if this very nature, which has 
confin?d our inclination to the other 
Sex, and which for the propogation 
of Man-kind makes us ardently co- 
vet the ſame, had not given us a 
reaſon to diſcern good and evil, and 
to rule our deſires. As if ſhe had 
not placed in our minds impreſſions. 
of ſhame, which are not to be ef- 
faced without ceaſing to be Man. As 
if one of her firſt Leſſons, which ſhe 
gives ug, was nat temperence and ſo- 

| briety, 


( 68) 


briety. As if one of her principal 
ends was not' alſo to diſtinguiſh us 
from Bruits in ſubjecting all our ſen- 
ſes to the empire of reaſon. As if 
the ſame nature did not inſtrutt ns 
that the pleaſure of virtne 1s yet much 
* greater than that of voluptuouſneſs, 

Alajor 1ſt virtutis Jucn- 
Cic. in Verrem ditas, quam ipſa volnptas, 
L. I. qute percipitur ex libidime 

C cupidate, Ina word, 
as if the rea] happineſs, to which fhe 
makes us tend, did not conſiſt in the 
practice of things which are moſt a- 
greeable to the excellence of our 
being, 2nd which make vs approach 
neareſt” to that Divinity, from-whonm 
we recelve It. 

The offenders of the ſecond order 
are unqueſtionably very culpable , 
but they are, I confeſs, much leſs 
than thoſe of - the firſt. They de- 
ſerve an infinite blame, ?tis true, 
for being engaged in ſuch criminal 
habits; but they are in ſome ſort 
worthy of our praiſes for being diſ- 
pleaſed therewith , and for deſiring 
to quit them. He that affirmed ha- 
bit to be a ſecond nature has _=_ 

[9 
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hit amiſs. It muſt be granted that 
nothing is of more force, and that 
there 1s 2 great difficulty in its con- 
queſt. Vincere « onſuetudinem dura e 
pugna,as St. ſin ſays : Andto ſpeak 
with Seneca the Tragedian, - 


Dediſcit animus ſero quad Sen. in Tread, 
didicit din. AZ. 9. 


It's very hard to forget what one 
has learnt by a repeated praQtice, and 
a wound often renewed is long in 
-curing, YVuluus itteratum tardius ſanatur ; 
Tedious is the cure of a repeated 
wound. 

"Experience tells us that a ſingle 
At doth not ſuffice to form a ha- 
bit. One muſt repeat it often, A 
man is not wicked juſt of a ſudden, 
he grows ſo by-degrees. 


Nem9 repente fart turpiſe 

ſomns. P f P f Fuv. Sat. 2, 

- | But when: this habit is once for- 
-med, it is not eaſily forſaken with 
us. Conſuetudo peſſima non ſtatim ab- 
fieitrr, © One has need of all the ef- 
hicacy 
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ficacy ' of Grace to diſengage hiniſelf 
from it. The great St. Auſtin is an 
admirable example of it. After he 
had reflected upon the irregularities 
of his conduct, and the neceſſity that 
was impoſed on him to convert him- 
Telf, in order to be made partaker 


of the Salvation of Jeſus Chriſt. How | 


much time did he take to determine 
himſelf to it ! How many delays ! 
"What difficulties in breaking his Fet- 
ters ? What pleaſure did he find in 
bearing them notwithſtanding their 

wel git !? Deleftatus morby 
Aug. Conf. carnis O* mortvfera ſuavi- 
L. 5.0.12 tate trahebam catenam me- 

am, Plcas'd with the di- 
ſeaſe of the fleſh, and the fatal ſweet- 
neſs, I drag my "chains about ; Says 
he of himſelf, From whence appears 
the truth of what he writes elſewhere, 
that when one doth not immediate- 
ly reſift the evil cuſtom of ſinning, 
it is turned into neceſlity. 

Behold preciſely the State of theſe 
Laſcivions Demy-converts. They are 
ſomewhat aſhamed of themfelves. They 
are perſuaded they live-1ll, They 
even form deſires of being freed o_=_ 
Te 
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the tyranny of Sin. Wald to God, 
ſay they, that our hearts were pure &- 
nough and our reaſons ſufficiently enlight- 
ned to diſengage us once from all theſe 
objetts of our Luſts! We know that our 
duty engages us to it, and that nothin 

is of more neceſſity. But, alaſs ! when 
we would diſpoſe our ſelves to the prattice 
of this virtue, we find the vice ſo ſtrong- 
ly rooted in us , that it renders all our 
efforts unprofitable. The Law of the 
members fights againſt the Law of the 
underſtanding. Every day we take the 
reſolution to forſake our obſcene courſes, 
but we are ſtill infatuated ſo far as to 
repreſent our ſelves incapable thereof. 
Putabam enim me miſerum fore nj- 
mis, {fi feminez privarer amplexibus, 
ſaid St. Auſtiu; behold the wery con- 
dition we are in. 

You will find others, Sir, that will 
even excuſe themſelves upon their 
conſtitution. We are, ſay they, of an 
Amorous complexion. Natare has fra- 
med us in ſuch a manner, that ſhe has 
made women abſolutely neceſſary for us, 
Were we to lyſe an empire, or life it 
ſelf, we are compeled to follow our Cle- + 
Opatra's and ſleep in the boſom of our 
Dalilal's. 
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Dalila's. 7 is the fatality of our Stars, 
and its Influence we cannot reſiſt, tho? 
Wwe are concerned we canne doit. 


Non cquidem vellem : ſed 
Ovid. Trift, me mea fata trahebant. 
Lib. .2. Not my own will but fate 
Fill puthd me on. 


Who 4s ignorant of the force of con- 
ſtitution ? who forgets the Father of 
Phil:fopby, Mores animi fequunter tem- 
paramentum corporis ? The inclination 
of the mind follow the temparament or con- 
ſtitution of the boay. 

It's true, there are thoſe unhap- 
Py tempers, which nature ſeems to 
have given men only to deſtroy them. 
We obſerve thoſe, who are ſo ſub- 
jet tg the tranſports of anger, that 
whett they want occaſions to exerciſe 
it, they fall upon themſelves. Like 
the fool in: the Poet, who ran after 
his own ſhaddow with a ftick in his 
hand, in order to be revenged of it 
becauſe it repreſented him much big- 
ger than he was. There are others 
ſo extraordinary laſcivious, that no- 
thing is capable of qualifying yu 
ury 
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fury of their brutality. Witneſs that 
Monſter of immodeſty, of whom Ju- 


venal.” 


Fr laſſata viri 2 necd:im 
ſatiata, receſſit. Tur. Sat, 6. 
With repetition tir'd, = 
the inſatiate Whore retires. 


As you are wiſe, and of a regular 
condud, I queſtion not, Sir, but you 
abhor all theſe debauchees. And who 
doth not? In ſhort, habit and com- 
plexion are very idle/ excuſes in 
the Tribunal of the Divine Wiſdom. 
They are eyen of no validity in that 
of hnman wiſdom. This knows its 
force and tyranny, I confeſs , but it 
deteſts thoſe who practice not all due 
eftcrts to ſurmount them. It ſays, 
*tis true, that man 1s prone to Si ', hut 
to remain in his error is proper to the 
Beaſt, Eſt bumanum peccare, ſed beluj- 
nm in errore perſeverare, Humane frail- 
ty errs, but perſeverance denotes a 
brutal Nature. There is no man fo 
—_ , but education can civi- 
IZE. 
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Nemo adeo ferns eſt, qn; 
for." Ep. L. 1 + #10n-miteſcere poſſit, 
Ep. Simodo Culture patientem 

accomodet aurem. 
*Sure there is none ſo miſerably 
wild, 
But wholſome precepts .may -re- 
-duce to. mild, 


'As great as the number and crime 
-of theſe luſtful perſons is, thoſe of the 
{laſt Order ſurpaſs them ſtill extream- 
ly. Here, Sir, I would have you re- 
-colle@ all the motions of your mo- 
. deſty .to deteſt the moſt execrable 
"thing, that it's poſſible to imagine, 

The Libertines of the firft Order are 
doubtleſs very abominable. Nothing 
" Is more horrible than their conduR, 
.and.there is not one of them, Þut is 
moſt juſtly entituled to what a Chri- 
ſtian Poet fays of the wickedſt Man 
inthe World, with as much elegance 
4s truth, 


ee: Sufqit 
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Suſque velut vivit ſus morituwque veo 
lat. 

Hog like he lives, and like a Hog he 

dies. 


But why ſhould we be ſurpriſed ? 
Are not theſe unhappy wretches pro- 
feſſed Atheifts ? They allow neither 
Heaven, nor Hell : and they equally 
ridicule Religion and God, who 1s 
the obje& of it. Their Libertiniſm 
is a neceſſary conſequence of their 
pernicious mw 

Thoſe of the ſecond Order, are, I 
confeſs, ſo much the more criminal, 
as they know their Duty, and per- 
form it not; as they ſin againſt the 
light of their proper Conſcience, and 
as they are acquainted with the Law 
of God, which is, that they who do 
theſe things are worthy of death : 
But they are the firſt in condemning 
their own conduct. They grown un- 
der the weight of their infirmities, 
They accknowledge that they are 
loſt without the intervention of God's 
mercy, They intreat him to deliver 
them from the ſlavery of their paſſi- 
ons, And what delight ſoever they 
E 2 figd 
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find in the crime, they have no ſoon- 


er committed it, but they feel ſhame j 


and remorſe, at leaſt generally. This 
is ſome alleviation comparatively to 
the former. 


But where can one find terms of | 


force. enough to repreſent the enor- 
mity of the Crime of theſe laſt of- 
fenders ? they not only abandon them- 
ſelves to the filthineſs of Incontinence, 
but which is a Prodigy of iniquity, 
they think a Chriſtian may do it with 
impunity. They look upon it as a 
Jawful thing, and praCtice it without 
any token of ſhame. Not .the leaſt 


{cruple of committing the ſame. They | 


do. it with as much delight, as a Fiſh 
drinks water. It 1s the proper ele- 
ment of their fleſh. 

Can one believe, lay they, that mhat 
is fo natural to man, ſo univerſal, au- 


thoriſed by the example of all ſorts of Per- 


fons, and all forts of Nations, that what 


2s prattiſed by thoſe very people, who pro- 
bibs it r0 others, ſnould be a fin? What 
# more ordinary , and of more general 
aſe, more extenſive, and more conſtant, 


than the ſport of love ? 


Vitum 
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Vitum commune 01111111 

eſt. Goerent in A- 
Tis the common vice of 4elps. 

all Men. 


Certcinly , ſay they, ti:is cannct paſs 
for a fin, and if it be one, it 35 at moſt but 
a venial fin, which of its nature 4; not 
damnable. In a word, they are ſodef- 
perate to ſa;,that the worſt which can 
happen to them is, that. if .they are; 
damned, it is with compan7. Omad- 
neſs worthy of Hell ! Is it not very 
amazing, that perſons of this opinion - 
ſhould dare to call themſeives Chriſti- 
ans, and that they ſhuuld be impudent 
enough to diſhonour every day by 
their preſence the Sanctuaries and Al- 
ters of the God of Holineſs !? 

Methinks there needs but a little 
good. ſence, it they had no other 
helps, to convince theſe deteſtable 
incontinents of the moſt prodigious 
blindneſs that ever was. Shall cuſtom 
beable to change the nature ofthings, 
and to make that becomea good which 
is of it ſelf an evil? If we were in the 
Perfian Climate, ſhould we beunder an 

E 3 obliga- 
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obligation to adore the Sun under 
pretence that it is the mode and Re- 
ligion of the Country ? Muſt we of 
neceſſity ruine our ſelves, becauſe o. 
thers do the ſame ! we may,*tis true, 
be ſomet:mes deceived 1n the Judg- 
ment we make of things; we may 
take that for a virtue, which is but a 
vice at bottom. 


Fallit enim witium ſpecie 
virtutss C* umbra, 
av. Sat. 14 Yice deceives with the 
borrowed ſhape of vir- 
rue, 


But when we are once perſuaded, 
that what we do is a fin, and we don't 
ceaſe to commit it under pretence 
that it is publick, and of common 
uſe, nothing can everexcuſe us. We 
are worthy of the utmoſt puniſhments, 
What ſhall we ſay then of thofe 
wretches, who upon this foundation 
abandon themſelves 'to the diſloluti- 
on of Luſt : That 1s to ſay, to what 
Cicero himſelf, as much Pagan as he 
was looks upon as the greateſt of all 
evils, Nihil eff malum, niſi \quod tur- 

pe 
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e aut vitioſum eſt. There 
1s nothing 111 but what Cicer.” Txſcut: 
is baſe and vicious. | 

We: ſhall obſerve in the ſequel a ' 
little more particularly the vanity of 
all theſe illufons, and the enormity of 
the crime of all theſe kinds of Liber- 
tines. But, before we leave them, . 
be pleaſed toremark; Str; that this-- 
filthy debauchery, which is the ſubject 
thereof, is a many-headed Monſter, . 
and a ſpring which divides it ſelf 
into ſeveral rivolets. To ſpeak pro» - 
perly the men of the world acknow-- 
ledge no other incontinence, than- 
that of the Body, which is accompliſh- 
ed by the union of Sexes. But the 
Goſpel whoſe morality is infinitely 
more holy than that of men, eſtabliſh» - 
es four others beſides that; which'it 
likewiſe affirms to be very criminal, 
to wit, that of the heart, that of the 
eyes, that of the mouth, and that of 
the hand. 

The incontinence of the heart is + 
nothing elſe but the Concupiſence ' 
of Women, and a violent deſire” of 
being joyned with them, through the 
fole principle of a ſenſual pleaſure. 
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Naturally we- find a fatisfaGion in the 
thoughts of a handſome Woman, and 
werevolve agreeably in our minds the 
remembrance of what we have ſecn 
atinable in them, When that biindBoy 
whom Paganiſm yet more blind has 
made a God, has once plercd the heart 
with one of his invenom d Arrows, 
he produces there immediately all the 
motions of his immodeſt mother, 
Then it 15, Man becomes Frantick, 
and void of ſenſe. All his condu&t 
is but a pure extravagance. He is 
no more himſelf, but the objeQs that 
inflames him. It is a ſhadow that 
purſues him every where. His con- 
tinual thought day and night. His 
watchings and his dreams are fall of 
it,; his imagination repreſents to him 
continually the Image of her whom 
he adores. Her idea is always pre- 
ſent with him, and he imbraccs it 
with the ſame pleaſure as it he held 
her effeQuvally in his Arms. 
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Hanc ſpefto,. teneoque ſinu 
pro conjuge vera Ovid in Lead a * 

Her I behold, and as my mia. 
real Wife embrace. 


This infemous love fo captivates alt 
the ſences and all the faculties, that 
the principal end the Soul propoſes 
to it ſelf, is to ſatisfie the paſſion, 
Need-one be amazed after this, that 
Aftantius aſſures us with St; Paul that 
nothirg is ſo diſagreeable to Gad, as 
an impure mind, and a Juſtful Soul : 
Nihil eff tam inviſum Deo, quam 


"amens inceſta & animus inpurus. 1 here 


15- nothing ſo hateful to God as an * 
incelituous and impure mind. 

Yon will admire perhaps that I 
give to the eyes a particular forni- 
cation. But, Sir, without doubt you ' 
have not forgot what Jeſus Chriſt 
ſays, That a Man who 
looks npon a Woman - Mat. 5. 
with an eye of Concupi 
ſence has committed + adultery with *' 


her- in his heart, You know like- - * 


wife that St, John ſpeaks ' of the luſt 


of the eyes. And you are not ig- 
FE 5 noran: - 
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norant that nothing is more common 
in the world, than this ſort of wan- 
tonneſs. I dare even affirm, that the 


eyes corrupt the heart, and the one: 


would be innocent, 1f the others were 
not faulty. In effe& the eyes are the 
Gates or Windows of the Soul. It 
is by them that objeCts enter into it ; 
and theſe obje&ts exite therein the 
motions of Concupiſence ; from 
whence comes this common Axiom, 
Objeta movent ſenſum. "T1s for this 
Ouintilian regards the eyes, as the 
path which leads Vice into the Soul: 

Fittjs noſtris in animo pcr 
Quintil. De- ocaulos via eff, That St. 
clan, 1 Auſtin Tays, a laſcivious 

eye Is the meſſenger of 
2n immodeſt heart , Impudicus oculus 
impudict cordis eſt nuncins : and that 
the Athenian Oraters would have us 
judge of the manners of men by their 
eyes. Ocult morum indices, The eyes 
are the interpreters of the inclinati- 
ons and maaners. 

One cannot ſufficiently aggravate 
the diſorders of the fight. By that 
was ſin admitted into the world, and 
by ſin death, and by death the end -I 
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all men: © The Fruit of the Tree of ' 
Knowledge was fair to ſee, ſays the 
Scripture. Eve beheld it. She de- 
ſid" it. She eat of it. She ſinnd. 
One may ſay that a fine Woman is 
this prohibited fruit. But where is 
he that 1s not pleas'd to look upon 
it? The beſt of men cannot refrain, 
They do it oftentimes without any 
deſign to offend God. They propoſe : 
nothing to themſelves, if you will,: 
but to admire the excellency of the - 
Workman in conſidering ſo curious: - 
a work, But the Devil more ingeni- - 
ous than they, makes uſe of this ſight: - 
to kindle in their hearts the fire of - 
concupiſence. 


Sj neſcis,oculi ſunt in amore 
Auces. Pro »xrf I 
. bFF05 . 2, —_ 
If yon know it not, the — 2, 
eyesare the firſt guides 
to love: 


They come at laſt to deſire this--: 
fruit. Their fleſh is tickled wither: 
hopes of poſſeſſion, They unhappt- - - 
ly deſtroy themſelves by this means. - - 
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Fire. Ecloce, 8, O* v.aj,jnt peritynt me ma= 
lus abſtulit error. 


Alas there are but few now a days 
like Job, who made a contract with 
his eyes: not'to look upon a Virgin. 
One ſees every where laſcivious eyes. 
The Publick walks ſerve only to exer- 
ciſe their immodeſty. They reſpe&t 
not even the_Altars of the Lord, and 
the Aſſemblies of his People. If a 
man diſcovers a Lady there of a well 
made, agreeable aſpect; he willingly 
prefers the pleaſure of obſerving her; 
to that of diſcharging the duties of Pi- 
ety. There needs no more to freeze the 
hotteſt devotion. Homo ex humo fine hu- 
manitate non eſt homo. Man 1s made out 
of the. earth, nor 1s a man without hu- 
manity. 

By the luſt of the mouth, F appre- 
hend thoſe filthy Words and Songs, 
ſo unbecoming and laſcivious , that 
hurt chaſt ears,that excite the reddeſt 
modeſty, and. whereof the uſe not- 
withſtanding is ſo frequent amongſt 
men. This is certainly a ſpecies of 
fornication, as well by the F_—_—_ 

That 
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that is taken in uttering theſe vbſceni- 
ties, as becauſe they are the inkind- 
lers of concupiſence, and contribute 
much to the corrupting of the affe&i- 
ons. One may even þe aſſured with- 
out fear of a miſtake, that thoſe who 
are pleafed with ſuch kind of diſcour- 
ſes, are already very much corrupt- 
ed in their hearts. In effe&, the 
mouth ſpeaks only from the abun- 
dance of the heart, as Chriſt him- 
ſelf. One: is the interpreter of the 
other. The mcuth ſpeaks 11], becauſe 
the heart thinks 11]. The effe&t pur- 
ſues the nature of its cauſe : and ſuch 
as the principle 1s, ſuch alſo is the 
at, Ream linguam non facit, niſi niens 
rea, We may.even affirm ; that theſe 
laſcivious tongues are almoſt an infal- 
lible procf of a licentious life ; for 
as St, Chriſoſtom ſays, Verbs ſunt ſigna 
eori:m, Words are the images or repre- 
ſentation of things. "The words of 
men very often give us to underſtand 
what they are. 

There is very little appearance that 
a man will not act as he loves to 
talk, and that being immodeſt in his 
converſation he ſhould not be ſo in his 
conduct. If 


(85) 


If in the morality of our Saviour, 
one muſt give an account of uſelefs 
words, which are neither good nor 
evil; Judge, Sir, what: a reckoning 
thoſe will have, who make theſe im- 
pure and hurtful words a ſubject of 
diverſion, and who have contracted fo 
large a habit of them, that they can- 


not expreſs themſelves , whether in- 


ſpeaking, or in writing, without na- 
ming every thing by its name ;. As 
the Plautus's, the Horaces's, the Ovia's 
of the time paſt, the Rebalai's and the 
Montaipn's of our time. It muſt be 
confeſſed that nothing is more un- 
worthy of a Gentleman,than this man- 
ner of action. Modeſty 1s the thing 
of the world moſt agreeable to-Man, 
bat eſpecially eſſential to a Chriſti- 
an. It is a charaQter that denotes 
him from all the reſt. What was 
more carefully and earneſtly recom- 
mended to us by the Apoſtles, than 
a purity and ſanQtity in all our con- 
yerſation ? 

In fine, what ſhall I ſay of the ex- 
ceſſes of the hand with relation to 
this miſerable ſin of wantonneſs. O 
God, what abominations / what obſce- 

nities' 
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nities ! what unlawful uſes ! what in- 
famous things, which one durſt not 
either think or relate, doth it not 
commit ? This crime, which modeſty 
will-not ſuffer to Le named, as com- 
mon as it is, 1s ne'er the leſs enor- 
mous. It was long ſince ſtruck with 
the curſe of Heaven in 

the perſon of Onan, Son Gen 38. g. 

of Judah , whereof the 

Scripture tells us. 

Is it a wonder after all this, that 
God ſhould have ſo much horror 
for this crime ? Is it any ſurpriſe that 
he ſhould thnnder againſt it ſuch dread- 
ful menaces ? It ts matter of conſter- 
nation that he ſhould join to it an he- 
riditary curſe upon families? In a 
word, that he ſhould ſo often bring 
upon the people and upon private 
perſons ſuch terrible marks of his 
diſpleafure ? It muſt be granted that 
nothing is more frequent in Holy 
Scripture, than prohibitions to com- 
mit this Sin, and the examples of its 
puniſhment. It 1s not in the Deca- 
logue alone, that God ſays, Thon 
ſhalt not commit Adultery. He ſpeaks 
it in a thouſand other places of his 

word, 
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word. . The New Teſtament eſpeci- 
ally recommends tv us nothing elſe. 
The Sermons of our Saviour, and the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles are filled 
therewith. Their principal-end is to 
diſpoſe us to a purity of body. and 
mind : and they proteſt that nothing 
is more diſplealing to God, than the 
polluted Garment . of the fleſh, It is 
not Sodom and Gomarrha alone that 
has. drawn down the fire of Heaven. 
Alas! a thouſand other Cities, and an 
infinite number of other ſinners have 
been- conſumed in all Ages and all 
Nations upon account of this unhap- 
py Luſt. But admit there was nothing 
elſe except the puniſhments of ano- 
ther life, anc that hideous Lake -of 
Fire and Brumſtone, to which in- the 
Theology of Jeſns Chrilt and his A- 
poſtles it necellarily leads men, needs 
there any more to convince us, that 
nothing 15 more pernicious, and ought 
to be more ſoveraignly hated by 
us-! 

Is 1t not ſtrange, perhaps-you'll fay, 
that God who knows Man fo. well, 
ſhonid with ſo much exaQneſs pro- 
hibit a thing, which is ſo natural to 

him, 
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him, and that he ſhould condemn him 
to the puniſhments of Hel] for a Sin, 
which it 1s almoſt impoſſible for him 
not to comr.it in one of thoſe kinds 
you have tre:ted of ? doth not St. Paul 
ſay, Thatrhe fleſh is not 
ſbject to the Law of Ron. 8. To 
God, neither can 1t be. 

I reply, Sir, that this great propen- 
ſity it ſelf, which Man naturally has for 
this debauchery is one of the princi- 
pal reaſons, that have oblig'd the Cre- 
ator to joyn fo mnch puniſhment to it, 
and to thunder ſo many Curſes upon 
it, If inſpite of his prohibition and 
all his threatnings, Man 1s inſolent 
enongh to abandon himſelf to it as 
much as he doth, judge to what ex- 
ceſs he hath puſhed on the crime, and 
what he hzd been able to attempt 
without 1t. 


Et nibul eſt, quod non effr a- f _ _ 
729 Capt ts amore Auſit. . 6. Fab Y$. 
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It is then to abate a little the impe- 
tuoſity of this furious paſſion, that God 
has uſed him fo. He has been pleaſed 
to puniſh with moſt bitterneſs and ſe- 
verity the vice, where Man finds moſt 
pleaſure, and fer which he has moſt 
inclination, to the end that the fear of 
ſo formidable a chaſtiſement, might 
be as a Bridle to- retain him in his 


duty. There are few of thoſe per- 
ſons left, of whom one might at- 


frm, 

Oderunt peccare bone vir- 
Hor. Epiſt, tHtss amore. 
PU They hate to ſin for the 


pure love of virtue, 


Moſt frequently we love this virtue, 
not for its own ſake, but by reaſon of 
' the puniſhments that attend vice. Dzf- 
K ficile eſt perſuadere homin;- 


| Cic. bus honeſtum propter ſeip- 
ſum diligendum. Tis a 

& difficult thing to perſuade men that 
virtne is to be lov'd for its own ſake. 

If there was no good to hope for in 
practiſing the one, and no evil to tear 
m committing the other, we ſhould 
become 
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become as wicked as the very Devils. 
Our Love and our hatred are equally 
concerned. God propoſes magnih- 
cent rewards to our virtue, and ter- 
rible puniſhments to our vice, in or- 
der to tye vs faſt to the one, and to 
remove us from the other, ?Tis cer- 
tain that this fear, as ſervile as it is, 
becomes extreamly advantagious to 
ns, and 1s of great aſſiſtance to rectifie 
our manners; from whence comes 
this ſaying of Divine Plato, Ubi timor, 
ibi & pudor, Where there is fear, there 
is modeſty. And that of the learned 
Tertullian, T hat there is no converſion 
where there is no fear. Em nlationulla, 
ubi nullus eſt metus , There 1s no puniſh= 
ment where there is no fear. 

I grant that it is very difficult to 
practice the duty of that Evangelical 
continence, to which our Baptiſm en- 
gages ns. Of this kind of fin, which 
one uſually calls the favourite ſin, the 
wantonneſs of the fleſh is that of a'l 
the reſt, which is hardeſt to get rid: - 
of. Tis that which our Saviour al-. 
Iudes to, when he ſpeaks of pullin 
out the eye, and cutting off the hand. 
But the rougher the Fight 1s, the more 

glort- 
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glorious 15 the Victory. Non eft glo- 
riſa vittoria, niſs ubi fuerint laborioſa 
certamina, as St, Ambroſe ſays. There 
is no glorious victory without a diffi- 
cv]t engagement. 

God in prohibting us this wanton- 
refs, commands us at the ſarne time to 
ſacrifice to him all thoſe unhappy in- 
clinations we have to commit 1t,which 
ſo agreeably flatter our ſences. No- 
thing 1s harder, I acknowledge, to 
ſuch carnal men as we are: but no- 
thing is of more neceſſity, nothing 
more juſt, 


Hh decet, hoc leges, juſque, pudorque 
jubent. 

This every Law and Modeſty re- 
quires, 


You muſt needs be fully convinced 
of this, if you refle& upon the horri- 
ble miſerys that fornication draws af- 
ter it. Thave already hinted them in 
divers places. But one can never pro- 
duce them all, ſo great is the number 
of them. It ſtupifies the mind, It 


blinds the underſtanding. It corrupts. 


the will It weakens the memory. 
Luxuria 
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Luxuria ſerſum hebetat , 
confundit intelicttum, me- Creg. in Moral. - 
moriamobaurat. It ſullys 

all the affettions. It impoyſons the 
virtues. - Itfurtifies the vices. It in- 
terruptsthe quiet of the Soul. It puts 
it into a perpetual agitation, Sevys 
criminum ſti1uluseſt libido, 

que nungquam quietum aſ- Amb, 

fectum manere patitter. No- | 
fe ferver, die anhelat., So that what 
ſatisfaction ſoever our unhappy fleſh 
finds 1n it, it ſtjll diſcovers more of 
bitterneſs. 


Plus aloes quam mellis 
' habet, 
, » Sat, Eg 
It has more of bitter, Fn 
than ſweet. 


We ought to affirm no leſs in rela- 
tion to the miſeries it makes the bo- 
dy { ffer. In general, it is extream- 
ly weakned with it. 


Wires a 'ir it veneris dam- 

noſa volupt as. Owid de Pow 
The fights of Venus much 7% 

abate our ſtrength. 
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The greateſt part - of thoſe diſtem- 
pers, that Phyſitians call Chronical, 
which are the ſharpeſt and moſt in- 
curable, proceeds from thence, How 
many other debaucheries doth this oc- 
caſion to thoſe, who are plung*d. here- 
in ? what pains, what infirmities doth a 
man incurr for the ſake of a plea- 
ſure, that's cqually ſhort and nnpro- 
fitable, ſays that eloquent mouth of 

ancient Rome ? Plerique 
Cicer, L. 1. propter voluptatem & pras 

vam, & nm neceſſariam 
tum in morbos graves, tum in damna, tum 
in dedecora in currunt, T here are ſome 
fooliſh enough to chuſe rather to dye 
thereof, than to diſcover their ſhame 
by a modeſty.that Horace has reaſon to 
milanterpret:. 


Hor. Ep. L. 1. Stultorum incurata Pudor 
& 16. malnſ ulcera celat. 


Almoſt all the inconveniencies of 
Old Ape are owing to a Licentious 
Youth, but how few are there that at- 
tain to it, by purſuing this path ; there 
needsan exceeding ſtrong temperature 
to livelong in ſuch a courſe. This 

maxim 
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maxim of St. Chry/oſtom 1s certain'anf 
general, Luxurio/e viventes ſencs fieri 
non expeatt. 

What prejudice doth not this very 
'*Luſt cauſea man in his fortune ? What 
elſe could hinder Mark Authony from 
obtaining the Empire of Rome? what 
made Paris loſe his Troy ! How many 
perſons become miſerable every day 
through this occaſion? :Doth it not 
impoveriſh the rich, and obſtruCt the 
poor from growing ſo ! How many 
are there, who like the :Prodigal in 
the Goſpel ſpend all their eſtates with 
Women of currupted lives, and after 
they have Tuined themſelves by the 
exceſſes of this debauchery, naturally, 
as it were, fall into an Hoſpital, or 
ſlavery? For an adulteroxs 
Woman , ſays the wiſe Prov. 6. 26. 
man, 4:man.is reduc*d to a 
.morſel of bread, 

'All theſe calamities are undoubted] 
'yery great, but approach notthe lo 
of Salvation, which very often attends 
the ſin of Luſt. The Whoremong- 
 -ers,fays the Scripture, ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Their por- 
tion-is in alzke of Sulpher. In _— 

us 
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this of all fins makes the moſt im- 
penitents. There 1s not one tha:?s 
more plealing tothe fleſh, ?Tis found 
agrecable in every Age. The very 
Grey-beards are no leſs ſubje& to ir, 
than -youngmen. Itthey have leſs vi- 
gour, they are oftertimes more con- 
cupiſcent, The two Elders in the Sto- 
ry of S«/z7ma, who were {ſo taken 
with her beauty, and feetrg her na- 
ked in ter Garden burnt for love of 
her, are a very ſenlible example of 
it. Ifold- Age be impotent in reſpect 
of aCtion, it is not fo in reſet of de- 
ſire. When old, we always wiſh ty 
do what we did being young, and if 
we are not able yet we find a ſort 
of pleaſure in deſiring it, and enter- 
taining our ſelves with 1t, as Plaro ſaid 
of himſelf. O God ! That eyer Man 
ſhonld be ſo wretched as to endanger 
eternal and infinite joys for ſuch in- 
ſipid, ſhort delights! That Men of 
ſuch contrivance and wiſdom in the 
civil and politick life, ſhould be capa- 
ble of ſuch a monſtrous indiſcretion ! 
That our loſs ſhould depend on the 
Eye of a fine Woman ! That a little 
 &anple Skin extended over the _ 
an 
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and covers nonght but ble 41 and 
bones ſhould have force 'eno :gh up- 
on our minds te# make us renounce 
our largeſt Intereſts, and all the hopes 
of Paradiſe ! How much reaſon have 
we, 1 beſeech you, to humble our, 
minds in the thought of fo much 1n- 
firmity ? 

In a word, Sir, if you are not yet 
perſuaded, that nothing 1s mzre infa- 
mous, or more pernictons than Luſt, 
conſider the diſorders which it cauſes 
in the world and in Families, then: 
queſtion it if you can. One muſt 
refer to this deteſtable Sin the greateſt 
part of general and particular, pub- 

Iick and domeſtick quarrels. How 
| often hasit embraild States,and OVer- 
þ thrown f mpires ! How many Wars 

and diſputes has it occaſion d ? How: 
many Marriages has it diſturbed, and 
made unhappy ? It a man conſiders, he 
ſhall find that it is the Origine of al- 
moſt all the thorns of thoſe, who ſuc- 
ceed 11]. It Husbands lovd their Wives 
3 tenderly as lyſis did his Penelope; 
and if Wives were as faithful to their 
Husbands, as Penelope was to her URS. 
us certain that we ſhould not ſee a 
F hundredth 
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hundretlr part of thoſe diſgraces that 
we do, They are owing to the want of 
this common wiſdom of Men and Wo- 
men, at leaſt generally ſpeaking. From 
this principle ariſe thoſe evil humours, 
-and cruel jealouſies, which cauſe t9 

them both ſach ſmart vexations, 
But, it 1s not only in this that Incon- 
-tinenceis fatal to the World. It is like- 
wiſein this reſpect, viz. That it aims at 
nothing but its ruine inaverting Men 
from Marriage.; whichisthe true prin- 
ciple of its preſervation. Would you 
know the difference between Marriage 
and 'Fornication ? Marriage | propoſes 
nothing to itſelf but the propagation of 
Mankind, whereas the other aims at its 
deſtruction. Adulter non prolem, ſed V0: 
lyptatem querit . Marriage glories inthe 
produCtionof Children. Fornication 1s 
-afhamed of it, and tends only to ob- 
ſru& their generation, What hor- 
rors, what infamies are praQtigd for 
that end ? *Tis eafie to conceive 
them. But it would be indecent to 
expreſs them, So that the world rc- 
ceives from this vice a prejudice 
proportioned to all thoſe great advan- 
fages which it draws from Marriage, 
where- 


Sl 
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whereof 1 have diſcourſed in my hrſt 
Part, Will you not confeſs after all 
this, that it is the greateſt of all 
crimes, and that Cicer- could not have 
hit better, when he ſaid that all evils 
put together were not equal to this ? 
S; mnum in locum collata fint omnia mala, 
cum turpitudinis malo 192 erunt comparan- 

aa. E 
As to what remains, I diſtinguiſh 
not between Fornication, Adultery, 
and keeping of Concubines. Yet I know 
one might obſerve difference : for all 
Concuhine-keeping is a Fornication, 
but all Fornication and Adultery is 
not keeping of Conculines. How- 
ever, all this 1s but one and the ſame 
ſpecies of Sin. It is one in it ſelf, ant 
is only diverſifived by the State of 
thoſe who commit 1t. a 
But why do you ſo ſeverely prohibit, 
you'll fay perhaps, a thing that Mo- 
les himſelf permitted to the Jews, and 
which was praiſed by the Patriarchs, 
and the ancient Kings of Iſrael ? A- 
braham and Jacob had many Wives, and 
various Concubines. Solomon had ever 
to the number of a thouſand ;, and Poly- 
gamy, keeping of Concubines, and Let- 
F 2 rers 
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ters>ef Divorce have been of uſe, aid 


are at . this time amongſt. divers People 
of the earth, This obj<tton is natu- 
ral to the matter I- treat of : and it 
immediately ſeems ſo .fav-urable to 
the inclinations of the fleſh, that. it 
is no wonder it falls into the minds 
of all men: and that Fornicators 
rake nſe of it to flatter themſelves in 
their irregularity. It is long ſince 
that theſe ſort of Perſons, and ſe- 
veral ancient Heriticks have pre- 
xailed thereby to authoriſe their e- 


vil condu&t , and pernicious ſenti- | 


ments upon the ſubject 'of intempe- 
rance. 

To which I anſwer firſt, that God 
from the beginning of the World 
eſtabliſhed Marriage - between two 
Perſons only, Mar ſays he, fhall leave 

his Father and Mother, 
Gen, 2. 244 and joyn himclf, not to ſe- 

veral Wives, but to one 
Wife. Not to Harlots and Con- 
cubines, but to his witfe.; not to 
the wife of his Neighbour butto his 
own ;. they fhall be, adds the Cre- 
ator, not three, four, five and 
ſix , but they ſhall be two in one 
fleſh, 


oe way tude wats om wow. . 


ET 4 
fleſh. Could he Condemn more e#- 
prefily , Fornication and Adultery, 
Polygamy , and Keeping of Concu- 
bines * 

Secondly, T he example of the Patrt- 
archs and. Kings of 17a makes no 
conſequence againſt a Law fo exprets 
as that is, becauſe according to ſeve- 
ral Fathers of the Church , if they 
did not confine themſelves to it, it 
was through a very particular and 
myſterious permiſſion of God, Not 
to ſay that as good Men as they were, 
they were ſtil men ; capab! e of ſin- 
ning like the reſt, D.jd4 himfelt aſ- 
ſures us, that there 15 nct one juſt 
perſon - . and Solomon fays that the moſt 
per feſt falls ſeven times a day, 


Nemo morta't'ym on1uiv:s bo is a- 
it. 
No. Man is wiſ: at all times. 


It muſt bz confeſſed, that herein 
they were led uced by their temper ; 
and that the force of cnſt»m and ex- 
ample of Idolatrous Nations, in the 
mid{t of which they lived, contribu- 
ted much thereto. But at the {ame 
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time we ovght to be perſuaded that 
Gcd beſtowed on them the Grace 
of Repentance ; and to admire the 
ways of his eternal Wifdom, which 
has oiten times mzde uſe of the pro- 
per fins of its own Servants, to make 
ns apprehend exceeding miſeries. 
Which made Sr, Ambroje iay, that 
the very faults of the Patriarchs were 
advantagious tO us, Inſtrurnt Patri- 
arche non ſulim docertes, ſed etiam er- 
rantes. 

In effet, St. Paul diſcovers to the 
Gallatians a great myſtery 1n the Con- 
cubinary Union of Abraham and Ha- 
gar, and in the birth of 7/-racl his Son, 
Are not we acquainted likewiſe that 
the very inceftious Fornication of 
Tudah with Thamer his Daughter in 
Law, has ſerved Providence to make 
thereof c1ie of the CharaCters of the 
humiliation of 7s Chriſt ; who ac- 
cording to the fleſh was derived from 
Phar«z,, one of thoſe Children that 
{prung from this unlawful copulation. 
And it 1s in this conſideration that 
1 holy Man has ventured to call even 
the Sin of Adam happy, becauſe with- 
nUt it we had been deprived of this 
Great 
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Great Redeemer, who makes all the 
glory of our Nature, and all the com-- 
tort of our Souls. O! 

feltx culpa, que taltm me- Greg. 

ruiſti habere Redemptorem. 

Moreover the falts of the anci- 
ent Patriarchs ought to advantage us 
by way of precaution. Beſides we 
live under a diſpenſation infinitely 
more than that of the Patriarchs and 
Jews. Moſes for the hardneſs of their 
hearts allowed them divers things, 
that Jeſns Chriſt has prohibited vs. 
But do not we know that the Church 
was in its Infancy under the Law, and 
that it is in 1ts Manhood under the 
Goſpel ? It would be ſhameful for us 
to be no wer than they, and to 
praQtice in this perfe& age of grace, 
where we are arrived, the ſame aQi- 
ons they practiſed under the imper- 
fect age of the Law. If 
your 7ſt ice doth 0t exceed Mai, 5, 
that of theScribes and Pha- 
riſees, ye ſhail not enter into the Kingaom 
of Heaven, ſaid the Maſter to his Dif- 
ciples. That which is in ſome ſort 
ſupportable by the Law of the Jews, 
and alſo by the Law of the Maho- 
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metans, can never be ſo by the Law 
of Chriſtians. They have engage- 
ments to a purity of manners, which 
other men have not, 


Ter, in Hea- Allis ſilicet, tibi non li- 
Ml. Ct. 


The blindneſs of Pagans and Infi- 
dels excuſes a part of their crime, 
They may fay with one of their Po- 
£ts. 


Sed partem noſtri criminis 
8. error habct. 
{cs Part of my crime was 


cauſed by miſtake, 


But nothing can excuſe us Chriſti- 
ans : and we ſhould be ſo much the 
more faulty to live with the ſame 
remiſſi>n, 2s we have a perfet know- 
ledge of the will of God ; of ver- 
tues and vices ; of what is neceſſary 
to he done, and what to be avoided 
in order to attain to ſalv:tion. 

"The Jews of the firſt - Chriſtian 
. Penticoſt,, after having been convid- 
"ed of infidelity and felony againſt 4 
us 
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ſus Chriſt by a Sermon of St. Peter, 
cried out in the motions of: their ſad- 
neſ,: Men and Brethren, what ſhall 
we do ? It the things which Þ have re- 
preſented to you concerning the fin 
of Incontinence have an influance ups 
on you.and you ask me juſt in the ſame 
manner, what you muſt do to avoid 
it, I anſwer to you 1n the firſt place 
what St. Perer replied to the Jews; 
Repent. There 1s no method more 
ſecure than that, in order to pnt cf 
entirely the bondage *f the paſſions ; 
or to ſay better, it is the only one 
whoſe ſucceſs 1s infallible to that end. 
When a man 1s truly converted, he 
has a holy diſlike of himſelf, He de- 
teſts his precedent converſation. He 
has a horrour for his crime. He finds 
no further pleaſure, but in the enjoy- 
ment of his God. He has-a diſguſt 
for all the vain delights of the fleſh. 
David, Mzagdelain, and'St; Auſtin are 

great and mkrable examples hereof, 
[ reply to you in the ſecond place, 
Marry. In efteq, although there ts 
no condition happy enough to be per- 
te-'ly exempt from all the blots of In- 
continence, and that a thouſand mar- 
£4 ried. 
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ried. perſons fail not to render them- 
ſelves. faulty, yet it mult be granted 
that Marriage is that of all conditions 
of Man, wherein he may beſt be cu- 
red. *Tis what St. Paul inſtructs us 
in that exhortation, which he makes 
to all men ; To avoid Fornication, 
ſays. he, let every man have his own 
Wite, and every Woman her own 
Hasband. This, Sir, ſhall be the ſub- 


je@ of my Third Part. 
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OF THE 


MO TIV ES» 


Which might reaſonably Induce 


Men oO MARRY... 


* 


PART. IIE. 


lee at — 


Ethinks, Sir, to repre- ' 
ſent to an honeſt Man 
the Excellency - of .. 
Marriage , and th 

- Infamy of Inconti® 

nence.; the great ad- 

| yantages of the one, and: the dread- 

ful horrors of the other, were enovgh 


to produce in him: an inclination te 
marry 


JMI 


(8%) 
rarry without any further enlarge- 
nent. Neverthelis there are divers. 
o: her Motives which muy diſpoſe them 
to it :; and they appear to me conſide- 
r:ble enough to makea particular part 
of this Treatife. 7. 5 < 

To begin wv herel finiftfd the other, 
you ought to obſerve that Marriage is 
an eſſential remedy to Incontinence. 
V hatſoe:er you do to ſubdue your 
fleſb, and to allay the fire of its Inſt, 
you w1 i not eaſily accompliſh it with- 
out Marr age. Retirements, Faſtings, 
Diſciplines, Macerations, may Eſlen 
part of the forces of this formidable 
enemy, -but-nor abſolutely overcome 
him. Without a particular favour of 
Heaven, he will always triumph over 
your power ; and in ſpite of all the 
ca:es of your piety, you'll find it 
hard encugh to avoid falling into 
one of the Fornications. I have dif- 
courſed- of. Nothing byt Manriage 
can naturally. cure you;.. That's the 
true Antidote againſt this mortal 
Poyſon. I repeat it once more : To 
avoid Fornication , let every Man 
have his Wife, and every: Woman 


ber Husband,  Onght apy one to qaſti- 
on 
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on after this the efficacy of Marrt- 
age, to deliver us from this perni- 
cious malady ? ſhonld we not believe 
in Apoſtle, who brought all he has 
ſaid to us from the third Heaven, 
and "who has given us nothing but 
what he received from the: Lord 
himſelf ? who could judge better than 
he, of our neceſſities ? 1 am ſurpriſed 
that after ſo expreſs an Order to 
Warry, and fo authentick a teſtimee 
ny of the neceſſity of Marriage in 
reference to Salvation, there ſhould 
be a ſingle man in the world, that 
can_ have 16 1n contempt. 

This 1s ſo much the more ama- 
Zing, as this Order 1s as ancient as 
the World. It 1s not from St. Paul. 
It is from God himſelf. As ſoon as 
he had formed Man, he gave him a 
Wife. He married him. And he 
commanded all his deſcendents to 
marry. Jeſus Chriſt has renewed the 
precept under the Goſpel. I dowr 
pretend, Sir, that this command is 
abſolute and. obligatory for all men, 
as ſome have been of opinion. A 
man doth not abſolutely diſobey God 
in remaining a Batchelour, ay 

that 
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that he lives piouſly in that ſtate. 
How many perſons are there, who 
are improper ' for Marriage ? But ] 
aſhrm that herein God was pleaſed 
to let. us know, that it is a condition 
very agreeable to him, and is ex- 
treamly neceſſary to fulfill all the dn- 
. ties of humanity, and to accompliſh 
all the ends of our Creation. The 
Apoſtle diſcovers in it another ad- 
vantage for Man, that is yet more 
important : To wit, as I have faid, 
that it may much contribute to make 
him live ptouſſy in cauſing him to 
avoid Incontinence. Inſomnch that 
he anſwers at the ſame time, both 
the end of Nature, which is to mul- 
tiply men : and the end of Grace, 
which is to ſanAlife them. 

Let us aſlert then of Marriage with 
relation to the men of the world, that 
it is the true path of wiſdom ; that 
there is no condition more ſecure for 
man, and that 


Calera Ceca via eſt, 
OLid, amor. © The other is an obſcure 
path, 
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Nevertheleſs I am not unacquaint- 

ed with thoſe words of our Saviorr, 

Sunt qui ſe caſtravernnt 

propter regnum Ccelorum. Mat. 1g. 

As there is an infinite 

number of Libertines within the ſa- 

cred Bonds of Marriage, it is not to 

be queſtion'd Þut that in the engage- 

ment of vows there is alfo a great 


. many perſons, who live in an exem- 


plary purity. I reſpect their Char- 
ater, and have a veneration for their 
virtue. But beſides that all men can- 
not become Hermits, nor eſpouſe a 
Convent : and that the number of thoſe 
who do, 1s very ſmall in compari- 
ſon of thoſe who do not, who knows 
not the difficulty wtich the great- 
eſt Saints have had to vangniſh 
the ſtings of the fleſh, and to 
preſerve an incorruptitble Celj- 
bacy. 

"Tis certain that what is moſt diff- 
cult to obſerve 1s the Law of Con- 
tinence. Perhaps the beſt man cf the 
wcrld doth not acquit himſelf of his 
duties with all the exaGtneſs of the 
Sanfuary. This ſaying of the Son of 
God is but too true, That which is 
""Gorks 
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bora -of the, Fleſh is Fleſh. As 1 have 
often remarked in the precedent parts, 
nothing 1s more infirm than Man. 
The ſight of a Woman, that is to ſay, 
a handful of duſt; of a thing which 
at the bottom is nothing but a heap 
of rottenneſs and corruption with 
relation to that body which is adored, 
eaſily. puts- an end to all his conſtan- 
cy,. and; makes him oftentimes forget 
all his. wiſdom, 


Omiſeras hominum mentes ! 
O pettora caca ! 
O miſerablemindsof man; 
Oh! blind underfſtand.-. 
INE. 


What ought to perſuade us more, 
that Marriage is a remedy good for 
all men in general, and that the Cre- 
ator who ordained it, knew very well 
that-nothing-was more neceſſary for 
us ? It was ſaid long ago, Qui - abboret 
a ſocietate conjugali, vel Angelus eſt, 
vel. ſiirpes.. One muſt be either 1n- 
ſenſible, or above ſenſibility. to be 
able to paſs by this Matrimonial 
Union. | 


Lucret. 
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[| cannot forbear, Sir, at preſent 
to improve the uſefulneſs, to fay no 
worſe, of the Celebacy of Lay-men. 
If it be a virtue, certainly *tis none 
of the moſt conſiderable. It 1s even 
of the nature of thoſe, which verpot- 
ten lead the way to vice. What ad- 
vantage dcth it bring tothem, unleſs 
it be to expoſe them to great temp- 
tations ? unleſs it be to deprive them 
of a very commodious aſſiſtant, ſuch 
as a Wife is ? unleſs it be to renounce 
the ſweeteſt of Socicties ? And this, 
for I know not what difficulties they 
frame to themſelves; whereof one 
part 1s pnrely imaginar 7, another 1s 
tycd to all the conditions of life, and 
the reſt is nothing in compariſon of 
the real pleaſures of Marriage. What 
advantages likewiſe return frem thence 
to the Republick ? People are oftener 
ſcandaliſed than improved thereby, 
and very often are ſeen examples of 
them, which more deſerve our hor- 
rour, than our imitation. I ſpeak of 
worldly Batchelors, and not of ſach 
as are; withdrawn from the world, 
and conſecrated:to the Almighty. 


The 
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one can make of the wiſeſt Celeba- 
Cy 1s, that it is a virtue which doth 
neither good nor evil. Now for this 
reaſon that it 1s without action, one 
may ſay that it is a kind of vice : for 
according to Cicero, Virtutis lars omnis 
in atttone conſiſtit. From whence comes 
this of Sil the Italian. 


Aitio fs aeſit , wirtus eft futile n5- 
men. 

Virtue*s a uſeleſs Name without 
practice, 


Celibacy then has nothing but the 
name of Virtue. It has neither the 
effeCt, nor the truth of jt. It is a fim- 
ple quality, which is yery often found- 
ed upon the temper and conſtitution 
of bodies; or (which is of lefs im- 
portance) upon the maxims of a car- 
nal prudence. 

After all man was made for $0- 
ciety. Non ſolum nobis 
nati ſumns. Weare not 
born for our ſelves on- 
Foe that man” ſhould be 

himſelf. 
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ly. It is not 
alone, lays Go 
Fr 


The moſt favourable judgment that. 
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Eſt oprs auxilio- f2ys Ovid, 
we have need of help. 

Triſtis erts, ſi ſolus eris: 

You'l be ſorrowful if your alone, 


The teſtimony of a ſingle perſon 

is of no account ainongſt Lawyers. 
Vox unius , vox nulliins. And as the 
Father of Philoſophers ſays, two are 
better than one, both for council and 
action. Duo ſimul viver Arit. L. 8. 
tes & mnteliigere & agere ph, 
ſunt potentiores quam unus. 
The Divinity it ſelf which 1s but one 
in eſſence, is notwithſtanding more 
than one in perſon. And why has 
God created two Sexes in Nature, if 
it was-not to make us underitand 
that one 1s neceſſary to the cther, 
and that they cannot fſubſiſt with- 
out being joyned together. Are not 
all living creatures bent that way by 
a natural inclination ? Is it not this 
mutual love of males for females, 
and females for males, thet multi- 
plies their Species, and, preſerves the 
world ? 
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uid. Nec ceant pecudes, [i le- 
vis abſit amor. 


If we beleive the Naturaliſts , 
this defire extends t5> infſenſible 


things. They tell us of divers Plants | 


that can neither encreaſe nor frucifie 
without company.as the Palm amongſt 
others. Ani can Man after this with- 
out violating in ſome meaſure the 
rights of Nature, deſpiſe his union 
with Woman, that is to ſay, what ſhe 
has of moſt compleat and charming ! 
Tis true, as the Ancients fay, that 
Man is of a nature abſolutely He- 
roical, that can innocently excuſe him- 
ſelf fron her, But how ridicuTons 
and unjuſt 1s he, add they, that de- 
ſpiſe Marriage, the firſt and pureſt 
of Socicties ? 

But, Sir, if you would know the 
real motives of Marriage, you are 
only to conſider Man with relation 
to the four bocies,, wherecf he 15 
compoſed. I ſhallcall the firſt, The 
Body N-tvral. The fecond, The 
Body Poliri-k, The third, The Bo- 
dy Domeſtick. And the fourth, The 

Body 
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Bady Ecclefitaſtick. Mankind, State, 
Family, and Church are theſe four 
Bodies. With relation to mankind, 
he is Man. To the State he is Citi- 
zen. To the Family he 1s Son. Anl 
to the Church, he is Faithful. Theſe 
four qualities put him e nally under 
the obligigation of Marrizge. As 
Man he ought to labour for the pr3- 
pagation of mankind. As Citizen, 
for the preſervation of the Common- 
wealth. As Son'the ows Succeſlors to 
his Family ; and as Faithful, he owes 
Ele& ones to the Church. Marriage 
is abſolutely neceſſary to fulfill all theſe 
duties, and to diſcharge all theſe en- 
eagements. They ought to be ex- 
plain'd to you more at length. 

To begin with the firſt point ; It 
is certain that every Animal is oblig'd 
to intereft himſelf in the conſervation 
of his Species, but particularly Man, 
who is king of all. Tis for him that all 
the reſt were made : and without him 
the world would be bnt a frightfullSo- 
litude, For this reaſon God com- 
- manded him to increaſe and multiply 
unmediatcly after his Creation. And 

for the ſame reaſon he inſpird him 
| with 
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with the defire of it, and gave him 
that eager inclination of Cooperating 
with another Sex, wherewith all men, 
as I have ſaid, are naturally tranſport- 
ed. It muſt be granted that there is 
nothing in nature cither ſo violent, or 
ſo neceſlary. Without this love, 
wheres that man that would converſe 
with woman? wheres the woman, 
that would endure man ? Bnt to the 
end that no abuſe might be made there- 
of, God has aſſigned it bounds, he has 
fixed it between two perſons, he has 
confined it to the ſacred laws of Mar- 
riage. Beit as it will, if it is mans 
duty to increaſe his Species, It 1s no 
leſs his duty to marry ſince one can- 
not reaſonably be done without the 
other. 

Man may be conſidered in a double 
ſence, vel Phyſice, vel Theologice, In 
the Theological proſpet nothing is 
more diſpiſable, it's true, tis a re- 
volted Subject. It 1s a linful crea- 
ture. It is an obje& of Horror to 
Heaven and Earth. It is a compoſi- 
tion of crimes and miſeries. Man, 
ſays the Prophet, in this reſpe&, 1s 
nothing but Vanity. If one ſhould 

weigh 
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weigh him with nothing he would 
be Brad even lighter. They are all, 
ſays he elſewhere, cor- 

rupted, and become abo- ſz. 14. 1. 

. minable by their works. 

There 1s not one doth good: But in 
the Phyſical and Natural ſence, what 
is more admirable than Man ? O God, 
ſaid the ſame David, IWhat is Man 
that thou ſhouldſt remember him, and 
the Son of Man that thou ſhouldft be 
fo careful of kim. Thou haſt made him 
but a little leſs than the Angels. Thou 
haſt crowned him with glory and ho- 
mour. Thou baft given him the Empire 
of all things here below. In this re- 
ſpet the Philoſopher regards him as 
the end of all Creatures, 

Nos ſumns quodam modo Atift, 

finis omnium. St. Anſtin 

likewiſe inſtructs us that all things are 
compriſed in him. J1z homine «ft om- 
nis creatura ; He conſiders him as the 
miracle of Nature, Homo magnum 
et miraculum, - And our eloquent Cj- 
cero will have him to be of more worth 
than all other creatures together. Ho- 
mo ceteris animalibus longe praſtat. 1 add 
that this ſame Theology, which _ 
ens 
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ſens him fo much, when it conſiders 
him in the irregularities of Nature, 
exalts him tothe higheſt Heaven ; to 
the ſociety of Angels; to'the glory 


of Eternity, when it coniiders him in - 


thoſe Priviledges which Grace - con- 
fers upon him. Man then is witKont 
diſpute what there' is moſt precious 
and recommendable 11 the world. 
And yet it is the fruit of Marri- 
age. It is from thence it derives its 
Original. What greater motive can 
one preſent him with in order to dil- 
poſe him to 1t. 

Every. one nat':'rally covets to. [1g- 
nahze himſelf in the imployment he 
profeſſeth; and to perform thoſe things 
which may procure him the commen- 
dation. of Poſterity. Twas this am- 
bition that gave us the Speeches of 
a Demoſthenes ;, the Orations of a C;- 
cero, and ſo many other maſter-pieces 
of the mind, which we read with fo 
m::ch pleaſure. W hat elſe has made 1m- 
mortal the Apelles, the Michael- Angel, 
the Titians, and all thoſe other famous 
Artiſts of Antiquity , whoſe works 
the curious ſtill buy and value more 
than Gold, And, what ! if man is ſo 
much 
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much affe&ted at the glory of making, 
either a good book, or an excellent 
Picture, or a curious Statue,' 1s it poſli- 
ble that he ſhould be inſenfible ofthe glo- 
ry of compoſing Men? that is to ſay, 0+ 
ther ſelves ; that is to ſay, moſt lively. I- 


' deas of the Divinity; ſuch nobleframes, 


that-allthe Gold of the 7ndzes can never. 

archaſe, and are of more account than 
the world it ſelf? What can be more 
admirably noble than this ambition ? 
If man in particular is of fo © great 
price, of what eſteem ſhould all in: 
general be? And if the deſfire of 
giving ſome individuals to Human- 
kind, ought to diſpoſe us for Marri- 
age. how much more the preſervation 
of his whole body, which abſolutely 
depends thereon * "Fhe ſingle uſe of 
reafon-in Beaſts ( if one may 4ay they / 
have reaſon ) 18 t2 ſecure their lives- 
from dangers ; but its great uſe in 
men 1s to multiply theirs, and to en- 
creaſe their kinds. Univerſis animali- 
bus data eſt ratio © brutts tantivn ad vis + 
tam luendam © Homimt \autem ad propa- 
gandam, -Aays Actantins, 

Thoſe good Sparks of the Town, 
who know ſo well the uſe of Women, 
Will net fail to ſay that-one may with-. 
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out. Marriage accompliſh this- end of 
Nature, They not only ſay it but put 
it in practice. Without going :ny 
further,thoſe Hoſpitals that have been 
ſo wiſely ſet up at Paris to receive 
the fruits of their debauchery are 
tooifengible teſtimonies of it to make 
therteaſt' doubt. O God 1 how ma- 
ny Maidens ruined ,, how many Fa- 
malies diſhonoured by thoſe laſctvious 
Libertines, what crimes; what abomi- 
nations, what iniquitiesare committed 
in the world upon this ſubje& ? 
FL Hen, hen f | 
Ovid Taft Lg " ls uo debuit 
My reply to this falſe reaſoning is 
this, that one can never lawfally ufe 
Women out cf Marriage under: any 
pretence whatſoever, 1] have ſufficient- 
ly proved it in my ſecond part. Cicero 
ſays very well that man 1s the only 
creature that is brought forh with mo- 
deity and ſhame. Hoc ſolum animal, 
natum pudoris ac verecun= 
Ct. de. finis, aie particeps. But if we 
ſhould believe thoſe per- 
ſons, no animal would enjoy lefs. In 
«lic, wha is more impudent oy _ 
Wh tho 
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thoſe Whoremongers of profeſſion, who 
ayoid Marriage only to indulge them- 
ſelves the more in this filthy pleaſure ? 
there are no kind of infamies which they - 
don't commit. They make no conſci-: - 
ence of. any thing. For,ſays the Apoſtle,”, 


It wonld be even indecent to 


| ſay thoſe things which are Eph. 5. 


done by them in ſecrer. Un- 

happy Sinners,who oppoſe the moſt na-: 
tural of their duties only to confirm 
themſelves in the moſt criminal of ha- 
bits ! whatſoever they may aſlert,as the 
multiplication of Men is the undoubted 
end of Marriage, it 1s certain that Mar- 
riage is the only means it has ordained; 
and whereof it will make uſe to that end, 
ln its pure maxims all other ways of 
pecopling the world are unlawful and 
prohibited. *Tis what ſhe has even im- 
printed in the hearts of ail honeſt men, 
Thoſe States, that acted oaly by their 
Principles, and to whom the orders of 
God were unknown, have not ceaſed to 
recommend Marriage as the moſt nece{- 
fary of Societies: and to forbid Incon- 
tinence as the ſhame of humanity. I have 
already made it appear, there needs no 
more upon this head. 


But, 
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But, Sir, if we would be intirely con- 
vinced, that For: ication, Polygamy,and 
Concubine-keeping are no lawful ways 
of m:riplying men, and that nothing 
more diſpleaſes Heaven , conſider the 
Conntries where theſe kinds of Liberties 
are permitted, Do you imagine that the 
Jews, the Mahometans, and the Pagans, 
who live 1n all theſe diſorders, encreaſe 
their Species more than the Chriſtians, 
who abhor them ? It 15 certain that they 
are e-en leſs fertile. Did you never 
make refle&tion upon the Sheep-and the 
Wolves ? The firit produce but once a 


year, and only one Lamb at each time. | 


Notwithſtanding altho? an infinite nun:- 
ber of them 1s caten every day, the 
earth is covered with them. The laſt 
on the other {ide generate many times a 
year, and bring forth no leſs than ſix or 
ſeven little ones. Beſides being impro- 
per for the nouriſhment of men, t':eir 
number 1s not leſſened for this uſe. And 
yet we know that there are but few of 
them ſeen in compariſon of Sheep. 


Who makes a doubt that there 1s a par- | 


ticular Providence therein ? It is exaQt- 
ty the ſame with all thoſe prohibited U- 
nions, whereof I have treated, aud with 


lawful Marriage, Who would not ſay | 


that 
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that Turkey, Perſia, Japan, and all thoſe 
other Conntrys where it is permitted 
tokave ſeveral Wives,and varions Con- 
cubines, maſt be infinitely populous ? 
and yet they are leſs nymerous than Eu- 
rope. Altho' the Bed of Chriſtians con- 
ſiſts but of two perſons, it doth not ceaſe 
to be much more fertile, than that of all 
theſe Infidels,as manifold as it is, There 
is no appearance of reaſon in refering 
| this to the ſingle climate and particular 
conſtitution of Men. . ' here 1s without 
diſpute ſomewhat of myſtery therein, 
God and nature were pleaſed to let us 
know by the ſame, that the union of one 
man with one ſingle woman 1s the real 
method one muſt purſue for the propo- 
gation of mankind Do we not know 
likewiſe that almoſt all thoſeW hores and 
debauch'd Women, who are the ſcandal 
of their Sex, are barren, and that the 
greateſt part of them need not make uſe 
of a thouſand ſorts of criminal ways to 
become ſo,as they doevery day ? It re- 
mains then to concludethat nothing but 
Marriage can really and lawfully accom- 
pliſh this firſt end of Nature,and there- 
tore it is of indiſpenſible obligation to 
Men, 
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The quality of Citizens of the world, 
and members of the State, is a reaſon of 
no leſs force to diſpoſe them to it. 4-j- 
ftetle ſays that Man 1s'an Animal natu- 
rally politick. This is very true. Scaree 
were Men upon the Earth but they 
thought how to erect themſelves into a 
Body, into a:Common-wealth, and in- 
to a Kingdom. The moſt barbarous peo- 
ple have voluntarily ſubmitted them- 
ſelves either to a Monarchy, or to an 
Ariftocracy, or elſe to a Democracy. 
Monarchy without doubt.is the beſt of 
the three, becauſe it: comes neareſt to the 
Divinity. But they are all lawful and 
permitted of Gcd ; add, Sir, that they 

are all likewiſe very neceſlary,. 
Nothing is more fatal to Society than 
Anarchy. - Where there 1s no Superior 
all the world aims at being ſo. Men live 
in an eternal confuſion, The Laws are 
diſpoſſelſed of their Authority. Every 
one leads himſelf by his own fancy, and 
the impunity of a crime cauſes ſo pro- 
digious a relaxation in manners,that one 
ſees nothing but pun Fine, Murders, 
; .... Rapes,and Violences. Qis 
_ fd LD maximam illecebram 
eſſe peccandi impunitatis Spes? 
How. excellent,l befeech-you, ought hat 

& 
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good to be which is oppoſed to ſo great 
an evil ? If Anarchy 1s the principle of 
ſo many diſorders to mankind, what 
advantages doth he not reap from Mon- 
archy,and thoſe other pol.tick Govern- 
ments, whereof I have fpcken? In a 
word, what can one imagine to be of 
more importance for him, then the holy 
State £f Marriage, which alone furniſh- 
es him with Subjects and Soveraigns for 
| tioſe many Empires of the world, which 
retain men in the duty of concord,cor- 
refpondence, and Juſtice ? 

I all times that man has been eſteem- 
ed very happy and worthy of the praiſ- 
es of poſterity, whoexpoſes himſelf for 
the ſatety of the Republick. 


Dulce & decoru prom Patria 
mort. Hirat. Car. 
Tis charming and noble & 3. c. 2. 
to dyefor our Country. 


But if it be glorious to dye for his 
Country, methinks it ſhould be much 
more to live and to marr y for its ſake, 
A Father that preſents it with five or ſix 
Children brought vp 1n virtue,contr i- 
butes oftentimes much more to 1ts pre- 
ſervation, than a Captain who has ſecu- 
Tedit from a hundred Enemies. 'Tis 
certain 
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certain then, that man 1s undera double 
obligation to labour, both for the pro- 


pogation of mankind and the ſubliſtence | 


of that ſtate wherein he is engaged, If 
Marriage 1s neceſlary for the one, it is 
noJeſs for:the other. The beſt way of 
ſerving his Prince and Country doubt- 
leſs is to furniſh him with a great num- 
ber both of brave Subjects and wiſe Cit- 
izens, fit for thoſe uſes which may ad- 
vantage the Publick. 

T his conſideration has been a motive 
to ſeveral People of the World not only 
to ſpeak of Marriage with praiſe, but 


alſo to reward its fertillity with maagni- | 


cence. 'I he Romans appointed publick 
honours to thoſe women , who had 
brought int2 the world ſeven or eight 
Children ; and with a Penſion that an- 
ſwerel the Glory of their Empire, they 


gave a place in the Capitol to their Sta- 
tues. In cficit, Varriage as I have faid, is ths 
ſafery of the Republick ; ſince ir is the only 
Nurſery from whence proceeds all its Captains, 
all- its res , all its Hand'crafrsmen , and 
in -4 word all thofe diftercnt ſorrs of Subjexs, 
whoſe various 1mploymepts and perpetual .S.!- 
orJination one to tie other make up. the ſub+ 
ſtance of States, and cf the whole World. 
As much then as Man 1s concerned in his own 
preſervation, and tlhar of his Country, ſo much 
15'he obliged ro Marry. | 

if 
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If this general Intereſt onghr to dif- 


poſe Man for Marriage, there is a parti- 
| cular one that obliges him to it much 


more: It is the Intereſt of his Family, 


| What would become of that withour 


Marriage ? one Generation would fee it 
begin and end. The quality of Father, 
which is in life moſt worthy of our am- 
bition, would appertain'bur to few Per- 
ſons. What ought we to eſteem dearer 
than our Blood ? and what nobler Jealou- 
fecan we be inflamed with than to leave 
behind us a numerous Poſterity ? Why, 
do you imagine, has Nature given Men 
an inclination to labour, to occaſion them- 
ſelves a thouſand Cares, and a thouſand 
Difficulties co heap up Riches, n hundred 
times more than they ought for them- 
ſelves ? I make no donbt but it is becauſe 
ſhe has likewiſe given them an Inclination 
to multiply, and to produce Children, to 
whom they leave the fruits of their watch- 
logs and induſtry. One may affirm that this 


is the deſign of all honeſt Men, even 


thoſe Batchelors that collect great Rich- 
es, very often do it for the Advancement 
of their Nephews, and always from a 
Proſpect of ſupporting their Fanulies. 
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There is nothing perhaps more reaſo. 


nable than this Duty : If we believe $t, 
Panl; He 1s worſe than an Infidel who i; 
unminaful of. his Family. Do not ſup. 

le, Sir, that he has regard only tg 
thoſe who negleft the Subſiftence and 
Education of their . Children : He ſpeaks 
likewiſe of thoſe, who being ancapabl 
of preſerving Continence, neglect the 
means of having any ; and who rather 
than Marry, chooſe to let their Race be 
extinguiſhed, and to efface their Names 
from the Memory of Men. Worſe tha 
an. Infidel; O good God! what can be 
worſe than an Infidel in the World, that 


1s to ſay, than a 7»yrk or a Pagan ? It 


muſt be granted, that the Apoſtle could 
never more-expreſly recommend Marr 
age, than by expreſſing himſelf in that 
manner. But it muſt be likewile agreed, 
that nothing ought to be more preſſing 
to determine Men for it : For in a word, 
what has been long ſince aſſerted, is very 


true ; 


* Filis ſunt Colunne familiarum. 


Children are the Pillars of Familics. 
Children 
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Childrcn are the only ſupport of Fami- 
lies, without them they muſt of Neceflity 


fall, they muſt be reduced to nothing} ; 


W hat was more inſupportable to-the 
Jews, than the Unfruitſulnels of their 
Wives, or their own : They lookt upon 
it as a fort of Curſe, and they. valued 
not all the other Advantages of Life, 
while they were deprived of the Bleſſing 
of Children, Conſider, in Geneſi,/4he 
Complaints of a Sarah and a Kacke! apon 
this Occaſion. I know very weli-that 
the ſending of che Meſhas,, who had 
been promis'd to our firſt Parents,” "was 


| to thele Perſons a: particular Motive tb 


defire Children, every one heping to:-xe- 
ceive in his Family that invaluable'Pre- 
ſent of Heaven. But I am 'ſenſible''at 
the ſame time that many of them ſigh'd 
after Succeſſors from the fingle: Proipedt 
of contribucing ſomewhat to the Subfift- 
ence of their Nation and Family., 'and that 
they only requeſted: Children becauſe 
they lookr upon them as the moſt-excet 
lent Poſſefſion of the World, as itideed 
they, are. 'Tis what the Pſalmift nobly 
repreſents to us, in the 127th. Pſaltn ** 
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The 1/raelites were ſo violently fond 
of having Children, that they appre- 
hended there could be no {everer Puniſh- 
ment for them than to paſs away their 
iLives either in Barrenneſs or Celibacy, 
God has taken away my Reproach, {aid 
Rachel, when ſhe was delivered of Jo- 
 feph her firft-born, The Daughter of 
Zephtah likewiſe declares to 


| -Judges 11. us the ſame thing ; this un- | 
| happy Father having for the | 


accompliſhment of his raſh vow condem. 
ined her to the civil death of a perpetual 
Retreat, according to the opinions of the 
deſt Authors; She requeſted of him a 
Damoſel or two in order to go and [a- 
ment her Virginity for two Months. A- 
mongſt a thouſand things ſhe had to re- 
gret 1n;:leaving the world, ſhe eſteems 
nothing' more worthy of her tears, than 
to. have been unmarried and incapable ol 
—_— I am perfwaded that the Bat- 
chelors had the fame deſire for Marri- 
age as the Maidens had, and that both 
Sexes' were under an equal paſſion for 
this condition of life, We may infer! 
& from the prodigious multiplication 0! 
the family of Jacob in Egypt, When it 
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went” down there, it was compoſed hat © 
of ſevenry perions in all, and when they 
departed from thence four hundred and' 
thirty years after, they were ſix hundred 
thouland Men, without com- 
puting Women and Children, Exod, 12, 
who in all appearance amoun- 37. 
ted to tiwice or thrice the num. 
ber, as it is eaſy to imagine. Prodipious' 
and fcarce to be believed but in ſuppu- 
ſing what is true ! and that no People ever 
ſo much loved, or praclifed Marriage, 
as this ancient People, and that they 
confin'd themſelves under it's. pleaſing 
chains, almoſt as ſoon as they diſtinguiſh's 
reaſon, This People, Sir, was the Peo- 
ple of God ;. whom he renderly loved ; 
a People, whom he lookt upon as his 
moſt valuable Treaſure. A People, for 
whom he multiplied every day the won- 
ders of his Providence and Wiſdem. Tn 
a word, a People who ought by conſe- 
uence to ſerve for an Example to all o- 
ther People upon the Subject of Marri- 
age, which was in the midſt of them, 
and fo -much recommended and bleſt of 
God. 
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, What, do you ſuppoſe, David calls 
the greateſt of the blefſings of God up- 
on. earth ? It is neither Riches, nor Ho- 
nours, nor even a Crown. He paſſes 
beyoud all this without heſitation, The 
happineſs which he engages to him that 
fears God, is to have a fruitful Bed and a 
numerous Poſterity, Would you know, 
Sir, thoſe two men, of all thole whom 
the Scripture ſpeaks of, that | eſteem to 
have been the moſt happy of the world ? 


Do not imagine that it iseither a David, 


or a Solomon, or an Hezekiah. They are, 
lt you ask, 


Ibzan and Abdon. 
Judges. 12. methe reaſon, you may, read 


9. 14. it in the Book. of the Judg- 
- © 4i4 :- 4,, Es of Uſrael, in whoſe num- 
+ | her are they, There you will find con- 


cerping* the firſt, that he had thirty Sons 
god thirty Daughters. And of rhe ſecond, 

that he had forty Sons and thirty Grand- 
© Children, whom he taw all together on 
horſe-back. What can be a greater hap- 
pineſs toa Father? What can be more 
O lervable in -the life of a man2. lt is 
likewiſe true, that the ſacred Author in 
| ſpeaking to us of thoſe two famous Cap- 
tains,” contents himſelf co report this [in- 
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gle circumſtance of them ; which in my 
opinion goes beyond all the great deeds 
of Cejar and Alexander. 


You may apprehend it as you pleaſe, 

buy, ro me it feems thar ſuch a geniture 
| contains ſomewhat very noble init, and 

thac one cannot be obſerved in the Hiſtory 
of Men through a finer place. Ir muſt be 
granted that theſe Men 'well andertood 
the Art of immortalizing heir Families.' 
| What, Sir, will not to* great an Exam+ 


_ ple encourage you to ;look after the Sub- 
hitence of yours ? would you ſufterirto 
| periſh with your Name for want of mar- 
| rying ? will you always entertain a re- 
pugnance for Marriage ? will you never: 
diveſt your ſelf of thote falſe Ideas, you 
have .conceiv'd thereof ? will you always 
be ingenious to frame to your ſelf, in 
order to remove your (elf from it, ſuch 
puniſhments as do nor exiſt, which Þ 
ſhall make appear in the ſequel? and 
will you never be convinced of thoſe 
real delights which 1 have ſhewn to be 
 In'thar ſtate, and which ought to attratt 
the whole world ? Ir is the only advan-" 
tage that is wanting to your happinels. 
But alJure- your ſelf, that without this all 
G 4. the 
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the reſt-is of no value. As wel} provi- 
ded as you are with the goods of For. 
tune and Morals, can you fail to pleaſe 
your felf in Hymen, and to partake of 

pleafuresa thouland times more affect- 
”mg than thoſe which can be found .in 
the happie(t Celibacy ? How much fatis- 
faction ſhall you. give to thoſe illuſtrious 
perſons, to whom you owe all things 
with your being ? what glory ſhall you 
not obtain by adding to their comfort 
what they de fire with the utmoſt zeal ? 
can you decently refuſe them this mark 
of your acknowledgment ? muſt they go 
down to the grave without ſeeing a young 
Sprig: ſhoot forth from you, that may 
aflure them their Name and Blood will 
not periſh with you ? will you give them 
cauſe to make this lad complaint of you ? 


Tecum una tota oft noſtra Sepul- 
Carull. ad tA Aomus. 
Mal. 69. Grilly Grave . is buried our 
whole houle. 


: Spare them this heavinels, and your 
ſelf this confuſion. Do not render your 
{elf guilty of your own annihilation. Be- 
come jealous of your glory. Determine 
op. your 
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your ſelf at laſt to this generous ation, 
whereof one might truly ſay with re- 
gard to your family, 


Tota domus lata eſt, paterque, materque, 
The whole family rejoyces. 


Hearken to the Precept of a wiſe man, 


Ne maneas ſine nuptits, ne ſine no- 
mine pereas, Phocll. 


Live not unmarry'd, leſt you dy 


without a name. 


An ancient Author of Paganiſm, it is 
Mauſonius, examining the Mortives of Mar- 
riage, finds none more preſſing than thoſe 
| have offered. After having much en-' 
larged upon this matter, and ina wife 
and elaquent way, he at length concludes 
his dilcourſe with theſe words ;- Quiſ- 
quis zgatur homies nuptits 
privat, is abolet familiam, Maſon apud * 
crvitatem, OC totum gcnus Stobaum, 
humenam, quod absque gene» Stth. 185. 
ratione non poteſt permane- 
re, kt neque juſta & legitima generatio ſi= 
re nuptijs. Since then without a contis 
nual Series of Generations, Families; 
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Common-wealihs, and all humane Kind 
would be, abſolutely . annihilated, and 
. that Marriage is the ſole lawful cauſe of 
theſe Generations, according to the re- 
mark of this .learned man, judge of the 
obligation you are under to marry. The 
heavenly .voice ſeems to call you to ir. 
Reſiſt, no: longer its Vocation. . But to 
the end that you may know all the En- 
gagements you are under to pay obe- 
dience to it, make ſome refleftions, if 

on pleaſe, upon the quality of the faith- 
= which you have taken into the bo- 
fom of the Church. 


This, Sir, is the preateſt - motive, 
which ovght to determine you for Mar- 
riage. It even recollects in it felf all 
the reſt. What do you take the Church 
to be ?.It is according to..St. Paul, the 

City of the living God, Jeru- 

Heb. 12. falem from on high,the Mother 
22, 23. ofus all. The Aſſembly of the 
= _* firſt-born whoſe names are writ- 
s Tim. 5. renin the Heavens, The Pil- 
8 5+ lar and Support of Truth. 
| The houſe of God. The 
Common- wealth of 7ſrae/, according to 
the Spirit, 
a6") The 
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The divine Family, whereof God is' 
the Fatier, Jeſus Chriſt the eldeſt Son, 
and the Elect che younger ones, if one 
may be allowed to ſpeak fo. Tell me, 


, | befeech you, if in all thele regards, 


there is any thing more precious in the” 
world, than the Church ? Tell me like- 
wile iſ there is any thing, to whole Sub- 
ſitence men are more obliged to contri- 
bute ? What are all our Intereſts in com- 

pariſon of thac? If you ask me the true 
realon, that ought to make us defire the 
propagation of Mankind, the duration of 
States, and the Conſervation of Fami- 
lies: It 1s nothing elſe bur the Subliſtence 
of the Church, which is infinitely more 
excellent than the World, and all its $0- 
cieries. -This ought to be the chiefelt 
end of all our Vows, and all our Cares. 


How ought a Chriſtian, do yon 
think, to endeavour the advancement of 
this Myſtical Empire of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the exaltarion- of his Reign ; the Subſt 
ence of his Charch ? He may, Sir, 
acquit himſelf of this Duty in a double 
manner 3; both by Paſſion and by Aion: 
Firſt, he muſt ſuffer, he muſt mortify 

himſelf 
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himſelf. In the Second place, ir is nes 
ceflary that he labovr, and put himſelf 
in aCtion for her. Now of all the AQi- 
ons. that may contribute to this end, Mar- 
riage is without doubt the principal : 
Sigce it is the natural and material cauſe 
of the faichful, withour which all moral 
cauſes would be ablolutely uteleſs. 


When Moſes built his Tabernacle, the 
Men and Women contributed volunta- 
rily and with preat Zeal, all that was 
neceffary for its conſtraction. What ſcan- 
dal would it be for Chriſtians not to do 
for the Truth, what the Fews did for the 
Figure? Thole people dilpolſelled them: 
ſelves with pleaſure of the moſt preci- 
ous things they had, in- order -to enrich 
that ancient Tent of the Deſart. What 
ſhould not we perform then for the glo- 
ry ofthis Divine Tabernacle, which God 
has planted, and not Man-? But Sir, the 
queſtion here ts neither of Gold, nor Sil- 
ver, precious Stones. og fine Linnen, Pur- 
ple, or Scarlet, The Tabernacle of the 
Church is not compoled of dead and in- 
fenfible things. Brutal and Inanimate 
Stones enter -not into its conſtruction. 
There muſt be living, ones for that end. 
| | There 
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There muſt be faithful Men. There 
muſt he reaſonable creatures, There 


- muſt be Chriſtians {anctified by the aſper- 


ſion of the blood of Chriſt. 

How glorious is it for a Fa- 1 Per. 1,2. 16; 
ther or Mother to contribute 

a great number of theſe living Stones for 
the Edification and Contfervation of the 
Church ? Marriage is the only quarry, 
from whence they muſt be had. God 
ailows of no other. Indeed they are not 
in a condition proper to build this holy 
{tracture. My Mother conceived me in ſin, 
and brought me forth in iniquity, fays Da- 
vid, If we refer our {elves even to the 
Satyrick Poet, he wil} likewiſe inſtruct 
us in what the Scripture every where 
tells us, that all Men are born with Sin, 


Horat, Serm. 
L, r. Sar. 3. 


But here Grace is added to Nature. 
Marriage makes Men : Aud of thele men 
God makes his Elect. Inlomuch that ir 
is ever tru2 to. ſay in a certain ſenſe, that 
Marriage makes the Elect, which are 
members of the Church ; ſince it 1s the 
Organon of Nature to bring them 1nto 
the world, and that Grace whfch rege- 
nerates 


Nam vitijs nemo ſine naſcitur, 
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nerates them, afts upon them only as up: 
on works of this very Nature. In this 
proſpect it .is ſcarce poſſible to expres 
the excellency of Marriage, and what 
ſtrong eiigagements men are under to 
marry. 


Philoſophers lay, that a Being may de- 
ſtroy it {elf two ways, by Subſtraction, 
and' by privation of means; either in do- 
ing things contrary to its Saiſiftence, or 
in omirting thoie things which ate nece!- 
fary toit. Pharaoh deſtroyed the Churc' 
of 1ſracl in the firſt manner: And thoie 
who live unmarried now a days, deſtroy 
the Chriſtian Church in the ſecond. Thar 
barbarous' Kirg by cauſing all the Male 
Children of the Fewsto be thrown into the 
Nile, rendred their propagation fruitleſs; 
and thole who remain 1n the ſtate of fin- 
gle men, as far as they can, make it im- 
47nd ' So that the Church isnot be- 

olding to them for its ſubſiſtence. This 
Doctrine is even conformable ro the &ex- 
preſſions of Scriptate, which fays, that 
e who doth not prevent a mans death by 
furniſhing him with means to live, kills 
him. If this Theology be true, as we 
muſt not queſtion it, I can hardly con- 
celve 
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ceive how all thoſe obſtinate and profel- 
{-d Barchelors ſhould. nur be amazed 
thereat., What greater misfortune could 
arrive to thera, - than not only to  haye 
performed nocking for the Glory and 
Advantage of this undefiled Spoufe of our 
Saviour, which colt him his life 3 bur al- 
{o to have laboured for its deſtruction by 
not doing what is capable co preſerve it ? 
Where is the State, where is the Fami. 
ly, where 1s the Soctety, more worthy 
to tabſiſt than the Church ? All the reſt 
is ſupported only for her fake.. Co- 
lumna eſt Orbis Eccleſia, The World, 
this unhappy World, which fo outra- 
piouſly periecutes her, would be deſtroy- 
ed withour this daughter of Heaven, It 
is preſerved only to give place to the ful- 
nels of the Elect. So ſoon as they are 
all in the Efſence of things, adieu tothe 
world. Heavens ! What affliſtions ſhould 
not thoſe old Batchelors undergo for not 
having contributed to its conformation ? 


But Sir, one of thoſe things which 
ought, methinks, to be molt prevailing 
with you for Marriage, is, that you will 
infallibly marry art one. time or other. 
Sooner or later you will be inclined to " 
c 
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It is with Marriage, as with new faſhions. 
Art firſt they appear inſupportable ? Bur 
by little and little the eyes are accuſto- 
med to them, and at length one tubmits 
tothem with others How many men 
likewiſe do we oblerve, who after having 
long declamed againſt Marriage, fail nor 
to confine themlelves under its laws ? Are 
you- ignorant | that thoſe who {peak of 
it, as of a folly, {ay that it muſt be done 
Gnce in a mans life 2 That Poer fo know. 
inp in the Art ol Love, whom l have al. 
ready cited lo often, tells us with a grace 
that Yenus never loſes her rights, and 
that all men are tributary to hez. 


Et Venus ex tota gente tribnta 
Ovid. Ep. perit, 
4. Venus claims Tribute from 
all the amorous Race. 


If you are not in Love whilſt you are 
oung, you muſt neceſlarily love being 
old. If not to day, you muſt of Courte 


to morrow.: 


Catul. Pri- Cras amet, qui numjuam ama- 
vil. Ven. vit, 
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The fame Ovid-obſerves likewiſe what 
is very true that the later Love appears, 
the more violenc it 1s. 


Venit amor gravius, quo ſerius. Ep. 4. 


Would you, Sir, deferr your Marri- 
age toatime, wherein you'll be unfit to 
marry? to a time, wherein paſſion 1s 
as it were unactive ? to atime wherem 
the blood is congealed in the Veins ? If 
Marriage is a ſort of folly, 'tis certainly 
a double one in that decrepit age, where- 
iB.a man is good for nothing but to be» 
wail the diſmal Waſt of years ; where- 
in by the weakneſs of Nature, he cat. 
not walk without the ſupport of a Stick-; 
wherein a defenceleſs impotence confines 
him to the Empire ofa young wife 3 


Spoinſo Seni mulier juvencula imperat. 


Wherein the Body being crack'd by 
the {evere Efforts of ape, is no longer a+ 
ble to ſupport its members, to ſpeak 
with another Poer. 
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Ubi jam- validls quaſſatum viri- 


Lucret. bus evi 
L. 3: Corpus, E& obtuis cectderunt viri- 


Who makes a douht, that marriage in 
this cale is -not a real- puniſhment ? If it 
be true then, that. you are deſtin'd for 
Marriage,: 1f your. Inclination maſt dif. 
pole you 4o it one day : If you are un- 
able to avoid its yoak, as a thouſand Ex- 
amples and a thouſand Reaſons feem to 
perlwade : Is it not for- your intereſt, 
Sir, as well as Prudence, to defer the du- 
ty of it no-longer ? why ſhould you not 
do that to day,which you neceflarily muſt 
ta morrow ? why ſhould. you drive off ro 
the end of your life, a thing, which, that 
I may fo ſpeak, ought to be fulfilled in 
the beginning ? 


1 could make this appear to you, Sir, 

m a very convincing manner, by the con- 
deration of the great advantages, thar a 
happy Marriage brings ro man ; but as 
- Itis a Subjett which | have enlarged upon 
in my firſt part, I will not- make this of 
| a longer extent. The fingle reflection 
that 
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that I ſhall add, is, that it has always been 
of univerſal belief, that a good and ver- 
twous Wife is the rare{t of all treaſures, 
and the ſweeteſt of poſſeſſions. 


] Nibil, O Cyrene, ſwavias uxore bona ! 
There is nothing, O Cyrerus, more Charm- 
ing than a good wife, 


Solomon ſays of this man, that he has 
found a mighty good,and received of God 
a fingular Favour. He aſſures him that it 
is, the. only advantage he ought to eſteem 
inhis- life, and the ſweeteſt recompence : 
of .all his diſquiets. 


To make an end of convincing you, 
ſhall I alledge yer, that the life of the 
wiſeſt Batchelor comes mnch nearer to 
Libertiniſm, than that ſtrict Wiſdom 
which is the eſſential character of an ho- 
neſt man, and which has rendred the So- 
crates's, and the Cate's lo famous in the 


Greckh and Roman Hiſtories ? He that ist{ -.. 


without a Wife, will ramble here and 
there, Ihe would confide in 4a 

man, that has no Neſt, and that FEccl. c. 
lays him down whereſoever the 36. 
Night comes upon him ? 


It 
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It'1s certam that Marriage is of extream 
lervice to retain a man in his Duty, and 
that it makes him avoid a thouſand oc: 
calions ro remove himlelf from it, which 
are very ordinary with Batchelors, As | 
have faid, we naturally loye the Society 
of Women. So that if a man has not 
one of his own, he without difficulty per. 
{wades himſelf to go and {eek out ethers 
abroad. He ſees them, he courts them, 
he endeavours to get himſelf beloved by 
them, and oftentimes he ſucceeds but 
with too much eafinels. The handſomer 
they are, the greater is the danger for 
both. Our Eccleſiaſtical Author ſays; 
that many hav2. been ſeduced by the 
Beauty of the wife. From whence come 
all thoſe Domeſtick Diforders which ren- 
der the condition of ſo many Husbands 
and Fathers unhappy ; and which is 
owing to the wantonneſs of theſe wicked 
Batchelors, who by frequent Viſits and 
criminal inventions, have found out a 
means to corrupt the vertue oftheir Wives 
and Daughters ? 


How many of them are there, whole 


converlations are ſtill much more infa- 


mous, and who make no {cruple of fre- 
quenting 
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- quenting all thoſe naſty places, which 
are unfht to be named, in order -to ta- 
tisfy their Luſts wich thoſe profeſſed 
Whores, who ridicule them after they 
have obtain'd their money, and of whom 
a Poet {o well expreſſes, 


Te tenet, abſentes alios ſuſ= Tibull. L. r. 
Prat @Mmores. El. 7. 


If ic be tyae, that they are capable of 
loving : For if we believe St, Coryſoſtom, 
Meretrix amare neſcit : There 1s none, 
Sir, but a real wife, that knows really 
how to love, and whole love is perma- 
nent and ſolid. 


Amor perennis Conjugis Caſt e Sen, Oday. 
manet. AQ. I, 


Add, that nothing is more unworthy of 
a reaſonable creature, of the King of Ani- 
mals, of the Companion even of Angels, 
than this filchy conduQt of the greateſt 
part of ſingle men. Add, that — 
which uſually frees men from it,is equally 
excellent and neceſſary. Add, that ſince 
they cannot forbear to lovethe Sex, that 
man is very happy who is poſlels'd at 
home 
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home and not abroad of what he loves, 
as Terrence lo well declares. 


Terent, O fortunatiſſime ! 
Phorm, Cai quod amas dom eſt. 


Add, in a word, that Lattantins 
has reaſon to exhort all thoſe to. mar- 
ry, who cannot overcome their. paſli- 
on, to the end that they may innocent- 
ly ' enjoy what they cannot without 
offence under Celibacy. Quiſqnrs affe- 
Fus illos frenare non poteſt, cohibeat eos 
antra preſcriptum degitimt T hors :. Ut & 
llud, quod avide expetit, aſſequatur,. & 
tamen non in peccatum incidet. 1 cannot 
better conclude this third part. 
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— 


Fourth Part. 


Where the Objeftions which are 
made. againſt Marriaze, and 
the falſe Reaſons which are al- 

| ledged to live Unmarried, are 


anſwered. 


Enter, Sir, into the greateſt and moſt 
] formidable battel that was ever given. 
To make no doubt hereof, you are on- 
ly to conſider the Sabject, the Parties, 
and the Arms. Marriage is the Subject. 
The buſineſs -is to know whether it be 
uſeful and advantagious for Man, and 
conducive to his Happineſs. A Queſtion 
infinitely important, ſince ic extends tothe 
deciſion of che Fate of all Mankind. The 
Parties I have to engage with, are. well 
near all men. There are but few on 
my fide, the greateſt part are combin'd 
againſt this holy Society, and haye con- 
Fs ceiv'd 
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ciev'd fo ſtrong an averſion apainſt it, 
that they cannot bear to hear it commend. 
ed, nor forbear to ſay all that's il} con. 
cerning it. Never was Combat more un- 


equal. My adverſaries are a'thouſand to 


"one. Non unius urbis, ſed univerſi orbis 


iniquam ſententiam ſuſtinet, ſays Tertul- 
lian. It is not only in one place, 'in one 
City, in one Kingdom, that Marriage is 
exclaim'd againſt, it is throughout all the 
Univerſe. As ro the Arms of thoſe, 
with whom I have to deal, they are 
compoled of leis Reaſon than Paſſion ; 
and favour more of InveCtive than of 
Juſtice, But yet they are ſo much the 
more dangerous, as they are favoured both 
by- the temper of men, and the appea- 
rance of things, When'a man reflects 
upon the ſweetneſs of Liberty, the fad 
perplexities of Marriage, and all thole e- 
vil managements which afflict Society, 
who would not ſay that all our Detracters 
ought to depend on victory in the dil 
pute I undertake againſt them ? 


But Sir, if Ce/ar diſcourages me, St. 
Bernard on the other fide, enlivens me. 
When the occaſion of the battel is juſt, 
ſays he, one cannot fail of ſucceeding in 


it 
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it with advantage, Ss: bona fuerit canſe 
pugnantis, bells excituns malus eſſe non po- 
terit, Was there ever a caule juſter than 
thar which | defend ? It is for the intereſt 
of all Men, all Families, and all Nations: 
Itis likewile for a thing of great Conſe- 
quence, whereon. depends their happi- 
nets, and without which it is impoſlible 
for them to {ubſiſt. In a word, it is uot for 
a Subject contrary to Law, or Reaſon, 
It is for a Subject approved of God, al. 
ways recommended by wiſe Men, requi- 
red by true Reaſon, agreeable to the na- 
ture of Man, and conformable to all-ſort 
of right and equity. If a man may pro- 
miſe ro himſelf che proteftion of Hea- 
ven in any attempt, ſurely he may in 
this. 


To reply in order to thoſe objeRions 
which are made againit thoſe propoſitions 
| bave eſtabliſh'd, one muſt immediately 
diſtingaiſh chem into chele three heads, to 
which in my eſteem they may eaſily be re- 
duced. Firſt, they object againſt the Con- 
duct and ill Temper of Wives, whereof 
they make a moſt ſevere cenſure. Secand- 
ly, they ſay of Marriage, that it is of it ſelf 
unworthy of Man, BY that nothing leſs 


agrees 
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agrees with the perfection of his Being. 
And tn the third place, they ſpeak of its 
Conſequences and Obligations, as of an in. 
ſapportable burden, 1 hope co make ap- 
pear that in all thele re{pects the cauſe of 

Adverſaries is moſt deplorable, and 


that there is not only injuſtice, bur even 
madneſs in the defence of it. 


- Ttisthen by the conſideration of Wo- 
men that men begin to be diiguſted at 
Marriage. Whar dilobliging things do 
not aſſert of them ? with what Ca- 
fumnies, and Aſperſions do they rear their 
reputation, and their vertue ? If one 
fiould believe them, there would not be 
aVicein Morality, but ought to be im: 
puted to them : Nora Misfortune in the 
world,whereof they are not the occaſion. 
- Tneonftancy, ſay they, is one of rhe 
principal characters of a woman. 


Virg. A .ne- Varinum et mutabile ſemper 
16d, 4+ Famna, 


Nothing is more volatile. She never 
ſhays long in the ſame Scituation. Ir ve- 
ry often happens that what ſhe loved ye- 
Kerday, ſhe'hates to day. The leaſt 
ink thing 
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thing which intervenes in her mind,makes 
her forget her promite ; and violate her 
Faith, When you think your ſelf to be 
moſt in her favour, you are molt in dil- 
race, Afrer having ligh'd many years 
a the conqueſt of her heart, one tingle 
moment apprehends its lols. How ma- 
ny {ad examples have we ſeen of this 
incoftant humour of the Sex? How cam 
one confide in them after all this ? Se- 
necaasks wherein wiſdom conſiſts, Quid 
eſt ſapientia ? He anſwers, Sem- 
per idem velle, atque 1dem nol- Ry. 20. 
le. Ir is, ſays he, to continue 
firm in his reſolutions. Are women of 
this conſtitutioa ? 


Our Slanderers add, that the woman js 
born with a ſpiric of Contradition. 
They make a cruel Commentary upon 
this text of a Poer. | T 


Nolunt, wbs velis, ubi nolis eupi- 
HNnt altro. Terence, 


When you are willing they | are 
ſhy, when you fall off then they purſue 
on with ftirong deſire, 
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"The wife, ſay they, is only fit to make 
the husband miſerable. She is eternal. 
1y repugnant- to his opinions. If a man 
Propoſes Peace, ir muſt be under the 
condition of furrendring his arms, She 
always. inſiſts upon her owu terms. 
"Which made an Authour ſay, that'of all 
rk. uneaſy to ſubdue, Woman 4s the 
chief. | 


Inter omnes alias res, maxime 

Euripid 7expugnabilis eſt mulier. And 
dp. Stob. altho? ſhe is not born to rule, 
- " Muheri non imperare concedit 

Pub, Max TVatura,yet man muſt ſubmit to 
her. He muſt diſpoſſeſs him. 

ſelf .of his Authority, or elſe there is 
no repoſe, no Union, no Concord; but 


a perpetual - trouble and an immorral | 


war. What mare milerable Fate can a 


man have, than to paſs his life in to te- ' 


vere a Slavery ? Theſe moroſe and whim- 
fical men, who can fay nothing of wo- 
men, but what's injurious, ſtill place in 
the rank of their evil Qualities, Malice, 
Difiimulation, a'deiire of Revenge, and 
a difficulty of reſtraining their "Tongues, 
which makes them often tell what they 

- know 
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now, and what they know not. Ina 
word, fay they, there are no forts of 
mileries and vexations, bu* woman is 
capable' of occaſioning to man, as like- 
wiſe there are no crimes but ſhe is able 
to commir. 


Dax malorum femina, & ſcelarum arti- 
fex, 

Woman the Leader of Evils, and th 
\nventor of wickedneſs, | 


"Judge after all this, if the wiſe man 
had not reaſon to prefer the Society of 
Lions and Dragons to that of an evil 
woman, and if there is any thing more 
judicious, than thoſe words of Terence, 


Verbum unum, cave «de nuptije, Tn Andr, 


But one word with*you, have a care 
of a conjugal Noole. 


I ask pardon of the Ladies for ha- 
ving heap'd regether ſo many outrages 
againſt 'them, and all thoſe ' invetives 
wherewich they are defamed. It was 
not without extream violence to my ſelf: 
As much as 1 love to {peak well of them; 
H 3 {o/ 
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ſo much pain is it to me to ſuffer them 
to be calumniated ; but let. them not be 
concerned at my Liberty, 1 hope it 
will be advantagious to thein. The de- 
hen | have to protect their perſecuted 
innocence, engaged me to it inan indif- 
penſable manner. *Twas neceſſary ro 
know whereof they were accuſed, in 
order to juſtify them. Behold then the 
principal heads of this great procels 
which the dilaffected of all Ages have 
entred againſt them. Let us fee whe- 
ther they are well grounded therein ; or 
rather let us oblerve ( for who lees it 
not ? ) that they maintain therein the 
worlt cauſe in the world ; and that there 
1s not a lingle perſon of them, but in the 
tribunal of an impartial juſtice ought to 
be condemn'd, ro make reparation of 
honour to a Sex whole vertue every one 
ought to venerate, and not to affaulr its 
reputation? 


A man may immediately juſtify the 

Women by, way of recrimination. 

they delerve to have defects impurcd 

to them, are the Men exempt from them ? 

if they have evil Qualities, are the men 

pollefled of none bur good ones ? it w_ 
| u 
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but ill become me, 'tis true, tor abar- 
don the party of my own Sex, I know 
that in the order of nature, it has conſi- 
derable prerogatives over the other, and 
that it is of a much more excellent kind. 
Maſculinum neutraliter dignias eſt fami- 
rino, fays ihe Father of Philolophy. Bat 
ifa man is never to lirtle juſt, he muſt 
rant that all theſe priviledges fingly 
refer themſelves ts the intellect and kyow- 
ledge of the mind. The Sieaces, 'tis 
true, are above their reach. They ad- 
mic themſelves in this reſpect to be mach 
inferiour ro men: And confels that they 
are born for other things. Not but that 
this rare Genius, who delerv- 

ed to be called by a famous OP4ſe 4n- 
Author the Tenth Muſe, and _— 
who in our age has proved p. 26, 
the glory of her ſex, has ju 

ſited in a very convincing manner, by a 
diſcourſe expreſly made, that Fathers 
and Mothers are guilty of an extream 
injuſtice for allotting them the Spindle 
and the Needle, when they are by 
nature as well fitred for Arrs and. Dit 
ciplines as Men, it they were pa{ſl\'d on. 
Be it as it will, the eſſential perfection 
of a reaſonable creature doth - nor con- 


ts 4. fiſt 
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ſiſt in hamane Sciences. Oftentimes they 

are more injurious than profitable, Jx- 

flat Scientia, fays St, Paul. Sci. 

Bern entia munai docet vanitatem; Sci- | } 

Caiit. antia .carnts voluptatem, lays St, n 

- Bernard, And it js perhaps for || |; 

this reaſon, that Terrulian alledges by 
way of Paradox, 


Seire nihil, eff onnia ſcire, 
To know nothing, is to know all things. 


'Tis certain then, that what diſtinguiſh- 
es man from Woman is not what is moſt 
important in him, but what he has in 
community with her ; that is to ſay, Ver- 
rues, and Vices, which are of the nature 
of all kinds, of all Sexes, and of all Con- 
ditions. . Virteus & Malitia determinat 
mobiles & ignobiles, ſervos & liberos, as 
Ariſtotle teaches. Now ?tis undeniable, 
that the man has not more of: one, and 
leſs of others, than the womati, One 
may even affirm, that he haslels vertue, 
and more vice. Firſt, fince he 1s a {ub- 
ject more noble, and enlightned ; vice 
1s incomparably more notorious in*him, 
than in the woman, as 7uveual lays, 
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Omne animi vitium tanto conſpeftint in ſe. 

Crimen habet, quanto major, qui peccat, 
haberur, 

All Vices are more conſpicuous and crimi- 

nal, as the party offending 1s more or 

le!s great. 


I remark in the ſecond place, that 
men are really much more criminal than 
women, not only becaute they ought to 
bs much more vertuous, and that the of- 
tence has one degree of iniquity in them. 
which is not in the women, but allo be- 
cauſe they commit much more, and af- 
ter a more eprepious manner. This 1s to 
true, that in the third place, the men are 
themſelves guilry of the moſt part of the 
failings of women. If theſe are in any 
wife 11} hnmour'd, the men ought ro 
wmpare the cauſe thereof to their own - 
proper conduct, which'is very often full 
of Tyranny, Contempt, and Licentiouf= 
nels: And if they diſpoſe themſelves 
ſometimes to vicious excelſtes, it is either 
beczule they give them an example, or 
becaule they folicit them with the at- 
moft application, '* Poſſibly they yre not : 
altogerher inſenſible of the darts of love: 
It may be too, thar the tenJerneſs of 
Hy their : 
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their hearts, and the ſweetneſs of their 
Conſtitution, is often fatal ro them in 
this reſpect. 'Tis well known thatthey 
are not Angels, but infirm and finful 
creatures. Neverthelets one may judge 
- how diicreer they would he, were it not 
for the cruei perſecutions of mien, by 


? 


the: dificylty of {ubduing the Daphne's, 

the /o's, the Lanat's, and the Europa's, l 

even by the Gods Apollo and Fupiter, | it 
e 


Yes, Sir, make no doubt hereof : It | f 
is a manifeſt truth, that the greateſt part | ! 


of women, either debauch'd, or igno- | a 
rant, are made, {o. by the wickedneis of | \ 
Men. If women were allowed to fol- |} *! 


low their natural Inclinaticns, and their | ! 
* charms Gid not excite againſt them the | 9 
paſſion of Men; I am perſwaded they | " 
would go in the high road to vertue, | ! 
without turning to the right, or to the | 4 
left, Tis true, if they oblerv'd in us | " 
the fame attractions we obſerve in them, | © 
they would perhaps be otherwiſe pro- | | 
ens'd ; But they dilcover none: Or if | " 
they do, it muſt. be granted that they | © 
have more ſtrength of- mind, than we, | " 
to {urmount the temptations. What is. | ® 
certain hexein is, that they are indiffe- 
IEnt. 
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rent enough upon- the Score of ' Love. 
" Their great infirmity is not in loving, 
but in defiring to be beloved, and to 
kudy to appear amiable, in order to 
ocure them(elves hearts. They loveto 
ear men talk things relating to their Beau- 
ty: But they do nor willingly giverhem an 
opportunicy of talking ; yer I confels, that- 
they who know how to prevail aver this 
infirmity of the Sex, which inakes them 
covet incenſe and cajoling, at length con- 
fine them to their Laws, and get above: 
their conſtancy. Bur why ſhould+ we” 
attribute to them the crime of Men #7 
Why do they employ means to-corrupt 
them ? why Co they praGtite fo many? 
Itratagems to make them forger- their: 
duty ? Why do they purt things in their- 
mind, which they would never have 
thought on ? why do they abule their” 
lmplicity ? Doth it not ill become the - 
men afcer this to accuſe them- of indit-- 
cretion, and to alperle theirs honour 2” 
They, who mage them faulry-in tpire of 
themlelves ; they, who are the reab cauſe - 
of the crimes which they commit in-chis- 
reſpect: In a word, they who are inft- 
nicely more culpabte, than the women, 
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I affirm as much of their .humour. If 
there are amongſt them luch as are un- 


. Eaſy, and of a difticulr accels, 1 cannot | 


abſtain from ſaying that the greateſt part 
of Husbands make them ſo. How many 
of them are there, who treat cheir wives 
tike ſlaves, and imagine to themſelves 
that they are only born for ſervitude ? 
Hearken, I befeech you, ro the Com: 
plaint which they make in a Poet touch. 
ing the unhappinets ol their fate ; ©* Muſt 
*1t not be granted, ſay they, that of al 
creatures we are the moſt unfortunate ? 
** after having purchaled a Husband dear 
** enough, he muft be the dilpoler of 
* our Bodies and Eſtates, Irs necelſa- 
*© ry that with his perion we efponle his 
*© Inclinations, and undergo that yoak he 
* is pleas'd to impole upon us. . He acts 
*© with impunity what we cannot do 
* without loſs of Fame. If he ditapproves 
*c of us, he has the liberty to fortake 
© ns. Whatſoever evils we endure with 
« him, we muſt in no” wile think of a 
« Separation. - Divorces are indecent in 
«© women. When Domeſtick affairs luc: 
& ceed amiſs, he goes to find his conlo- 
& jation abroad. ' He walks, he diveris 


& himſelf, he frequents good Rochaties 
| 6+ le 


(177) 
« He viſits his friends. He diſperſes by 
« this means all his vexations. But as 
&« for us we muſt digeſt them alone. 
« We are unable to feck any alleviati- 
« on but in our ſelves. If we do any 
« thing that's well, no notice is taken of 
« jt ; but if any dilaſter arrives to'the 
« family, we are prelently to be con- 
« demned. Our pains are {ufficiently 
« known in producing and educating 
« Children, and in the management of all 
« [Yomeitick aftairs, whilt our husbands 
« are plealing themſelves, and conſider 
« only many times how to rejoyce. 
« How deplorable etpectally is our cone 
« dition, when by falle [ulpicions againſt 
« our conduct, they become jealous : 
« Or elle by their courles they oblige 
« us to prove ſo? Were we as fair and 
&« compleat as Angels, they will not ceaſe | 
&to be weary of us, and to delpile us, 

« as if we were the moſt deformed. AF. 
« ter the firſt heat of their Love is ex- 
&« tinguiſh'd in our boſoms, and they 
&« have fatish'd the defire of their fleſh, 
<« they laugh at us, and contemns their 
&« promites. 


(178) 
Simul ac cupide mentis ſatiata li. 

Cacul. ' bido eſt, 

Argon. Difta nibil metuere, nihil perju- 

65. ria curant. 


As for me, I confeſs ingenuouſly, that 
this complaint is juſt, and that ſhe had 
reaſon to lay of her own Sex, 


Miſerius rihil' eſt quam mulier, 
There's nothing more miſerable thay 
Woman, 


But I alledge at the ſame time, that 
the men are unjuſt and unprateful ro 
complain, ſo much as they do, of the ill 
humour of their wives; to lay fo ma- 
ny dilobliging things of them, and to 
attribute tro them al] the Severities of 
Marriage. Beſides, that they ought to 
" hold them very much exculed in conſt- 
deration of their frailty ; I affirm that 
the chiefeft part of their evil conducts 

is derived lels from their fault, than 
_ that of their husbands. Generally {peak- 
ing, the Wives have much more Vexati- 
on, and much lels plealure. 


How many husbands ruin their Fami- 
lies 
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lies every day by gaming ? How ma- 


- ny are ſtarved by their filthy Debauche- 


ries? How many of them are undone by 
miichievous affairs, and deſtructive corre- 
ſpondencies,from which their wives might 
have diverted them, if they had been 
made acquainted with their deſigns ? 


| Aﬀcer al] chis, can the Wives be mil 


conſtrued if Patience elcapes them fome- 
times ? if they are not always good hu- 
mour*d, and it happens that they are car- 
ried to murmur and complain of theſe 
1}, husbands, who by their unhappy con- 
duct render their lives inlupportable ? 
O Detractors! alert as long as you 
will that they are cruel, and violent : 
As for me, 1 find that they are but little 
ſo, in regard of the occaſion they have, 


In the ſecond place, we may juſti- 
fy the women by way of exception. 
They who condemn them lo magiſterial- 
ly, are men; that is to lay, they are really 
parties, and by conlequence very ſuſpici- 
ous Judges ; or to lay better, they cannot. 
be their Judges. They have an ample: 
right to challenge them : They are too- 
much intereſſed in this proceſs, to have. 
the deciſion referred to. them, As pre- 

judiced: 
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judiced' as they are apainſt the Sex, how 
ſhould they give an equitable jadgment ? 
They only act in pation here, which 
ought to- make one preſume the injuſtice 
of their Sentimencs. If Oracles or He- 
roes had pronounced a Sentence to the 
diladvantage of Womzn, one ought, I 
conſeſs, to have [ome deference for th<ir 
teſtimony : Bur thoſe are neither Gods, 
nor Demi-Gods, that ſlander them fo 
much. They are very Men, and amono(t 
them the leaſt fincere, ſuch as Poets are. 
That which one of them afferted of him- 
ſelf, may be alledged of all; 


Ovid. Triſt. agnaque pars menaax opee 
bh rum eſt, & ficta meorum, 


Thus nothing obliges us to beleive 
them, eſpecially in their Satyrical de- 
© clamations againſt the Sex ; for it is prin- 
cipally in this regard that they have ven- 
ted Fables and Romances. 

Let us {peak things as they are, the de- 
pravation of both ſexes is extream.- © One 
may equally apply to both, that thundting 

Sentence of the Scripture, .4/! 

Gen. 6, the thoughts of the heart of Nan 
are evil continually. Bur if a 

man 
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man would ſpeuk ſincerely, he would 
freely acknowledge that the Female Sex 
js leaſt corrupted, and that ir ſtill pre- 
ſerves {ome relicks of its original inno- 
cence. When a man has regard only to 
the iweetneſs of the temper of women, . 
and to that gentleneſs of Soul which 1s 
{o natural to them, ſhould he not be 
perſwaded that they have much fewer 
evil qualities than men ? 

There are ſome notwithſtanding, 'tis 
true, who are inſupportable ; and Hi- 
ſtories give us an account of ſome, who 
are capable of frightning all ſingle men, 
ſuch as the wife of Fob, and that of S9- 
crates. But theſe are exceptions to the 
near rule, which are not to be con. 
idered. There would be no juſtice in 
referring to all the crime of {ome par- 
ticulars. 


Cur omnium fit culpa, pancorum Scelus, 


May we not aſſert likewiſe of Men, 
what Solomen ſaid of women, that a- 
mongſt a thouſand 'twon'd be a hard 
matter to find one perfect ? Diogenes 
lought after him heretofore with his eyes - 
ſtar, and a. Lanthorn in his hand at 
' full Noon, to let us know that it was 
Impoſſible to find him. More- 
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Moreover to apprehend rightly the 
thought of Solomon, ir is not lo diſad- 
vantagtous to the Sex, as 'tis imagined, 
He ſpeaks of a thouland men with regard | þ 
to the thouſand Concubines he had. lr is 
as if he had ſaid, if | had a thouſand 
Men to examine, ſure I ſhould find one p 
very realonable. Bur, O Aflition! a- I, 
mongſt an equal number of women | 
whom I have cholen, | have not found | þ 
one perfect, and free from great defeCts, | þ 
One may oblerve that he doth not ſpeak | þ 
of women in general, but of his women | þ, 
m particular. How can any one attri- | 
bute to him the belief of not one good | j; 
woman, he that in ſo many places makes | jr 
the Encomium of vertuous women; that 
ſpeaks of them in !nch hononrable terms, 
and exhorrs thoſe men ſo often whom 
God has favoured with them, to praile 
him inceflamly for it? As for his own, 
I conteſt not but he had reaſon to judge 
of them as he did. 1t 1s perhaps the 
moſt unworthy part of the triumphant 
Reign of Solomon, to have taken ſuch 
a prodigious multitnde of women for his 
ule, againſt the expreſs Law of the Crea- 
ror. Bur to this firſt offence he added 
ſtill chat of raking almoſt all of chem 
out 
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out of the boſom of Paganiſm; which 
was no leſs prohibited tothe Fews, Who 
mares any doubt of Gods being high- 
ly incenled at ſuch a proceeding.? 


It may be that to paniſh Solomon he 
purpoleily ſuffered all bis women to be 
of a dilingenious temper. We may ve- 
ry boldly ſay they were very wicked, 
lace they laid inares for him even to 
his Death. His Women, ſays 
the Scripture, made him turn 1 Kings 
his heart after other Gods in 1. & 
the time of his old age. The 
impoſing charms of his women, and the 
inventions of their mind, made him fall 
izzo this Misfortune, As he foreſaw thar 
he ſhould have much adoe to pet rid 
of their ambuſhes in this reſpect, he 
pronounced this Sentence againſt them 
by anticipation, I never found a good 
woman. He had reaton with relation 
to his own women, bur one muſt not 
extend his thoughts to all women, as if 
he would have taid that there are none 
good in the world, which never fell in- 
to his mind, and which is. likewiſe ve- 
ry repugnant to the truth of things. The 
Wives of the ancient Patriarchs, an 
Abigal, 


(184) 
FVaſti, a Suſanna, an Elizabeth, a Doy- 
Cas, a Priſcilla, a Penelope, a Paulina, 
a Licretia, an Arria, and a hundred 0- 
thers, whereof our ſacred and prophane 
Hiſtories make mention, lufhciently make 
appear that a wile and vertuous woman 
1s not fo urcommon, as. 'tis imagined : 
And that even the ſight of them is not 
difficule, if a man would give himſelf 
the trouble of iſceking afrer them, as he 
ought. 


Above all it's very difficult to ſup. 
port the Enemies of Women, when they 
declaim againſt their Chaſtity. ls it not 
ridiculing God and Men, to cry them 
down-in a particular wherein they are 
ſo worthy of our Praiſes ? What's more 
natural to them than this admirable ver- 
tue, which they pretend women {eldom 
have ? How many ftratagems, how ma- 
ny cares, how many artifices muſt a 
man ule in order to . obtain their Fa- 
vours ? Who can be ignorant that they 
- make all their Joy conſiſt in the ſingle 
poſſeſſion of their Husbands ? 


Horar. L. 


UVnico gaudens mulier marito. 
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[s it not apparent that a woman or- 
dinarily ſees, withour emotion, and 
wich unaCtive ſenſe, the handſom'ſt men 
of the yorld ? and that as the Sun, who 
whilſt he barns the earth is never infla - 
med within his own Sphere, ſhe likewiſe 
burns without receiving heat ? In a word, 
who can deny that modeſty is inſepara- 
ble from woman, and that if ſhe diveſts 
her ſelf of ir a nights to ſatisfy the fa- 
cred Laws of Marriage, ſhe puts it on 
2 mornings with her habits; as Herod. 
tus remarks ? Pliny would even inſinu- 
ate, that ſhe preſerves it after death. 


Harbour not an opinion, Sir, that my 
Adverſaries are better grounded in the 
Second, than in the firſt part of their 
Criticks : They reafon equally amiſs in 
both. You have ſeen the weakneſs of 
their objections in relation to women ; 
| hope to periwade you that they have 
not more reaſon in thoſe which they pre- 
fer againſt Marriage ir elf. 


Firſt, fay they, Marriage is unwor- 
thy of Man, Ir puts him in ſome mea- 
lure in the rank of Beaſts. Secondly, 
t 1s repugnant to his happineſs, becaufe 

it 
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deprives him of liberty, without which he 
can never be happy. What propoſicions 
are here ! Is it nor formally to contra 
dict St. Pau/, who lays of Marriage, 
T hat it is honourable for all Men ?'ls it not 
a pretending to be wiler than God, who 
has pronounced that it was advantagious 
for. man not to be alone, and te have 
a wife like him ? But let us obſerve | « 
what arguments theſe Perſons bring to | *< 
ſupport tuch erroneous opinions. 6 


& Man, ſay they, is born not fo much | « 
& for the aCtions of the body, as for thole | « 
& of the mind. That proper figure, that | © 
& erected head which he has received from | « 
& Nature, incites him to deſpiſe all fenſu- | « 
& althings, and to apply himſelf to the | « 


& meditation of cceleſtial ones. (c 

(c 
Ovid. Me. 0s Pomini ſublime dedit, celum- | « 
tam. L.1. Gzuze THers « 
Fab. 2. Fuſſir & ereftos ad Sydera tol- | ©; 


lere vultus, «. 


& As his Soul is the moſt noble part | © 
« of himſelf, he ought likewife chiefly | © - 
<& ro diſcharge thote Functions which | *, 


c< are agreeable to it : How oppoſite | © t 
are 
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* are thoſe of Marriage to the. excel- 
&lency of his Original ? whar is more in- 
« fertoar, what more animal ? ls ir not 
rhe order of Juſtice, that the weakeſt 
« ſhould {ubmic to the ſtrongeſt ? and 
& what! can any one approve that ſo pre- 
& cious and divine a thing as the Soul 
& ſhould condeſcend fo far as to pur- 
«ſue the brutal appetites of the fleſh ; 
« that it ſhould renounce the right of 
« commanding, to put it {elf UndET a ne- 
oc celiry of obeying ; and that ir ſhould 
« delcend from the Throne of Reaſon to 
« confine it {elf under the Empire of 
« the Senles? ought nor this realon to 
441d the Reins againſt the Cconcupit- 
« cible appetite, as wel! as the iraicible ? 
«Is it fit that to ſatisfy the cuſtom of a 
« Countrey, or private intereſts, or the 
«Tranſports of an inconſiderate youth, 
«it ſhould yield it's right of Sovereign- 
« ty to this ſimple paſſion ? Domina om- 
« mum, & Regina Ratio. Reaſon is the 
« Queen, and Miſtreſs of all things, and 
«© ought to command the palhons, as C;- 
© cero oblerves, Yelut ſervo Dominus, 
« velut Imperator mulitt, velut Parens 
* flio. In Marriage this order is over- 
*thrown. Here the paſſions command, 

and 
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&« and draw Reaſon away in ſpite of it 
« ſelf, in order to obtain thoſe things 
&« which it doth not avprove of, becautze 
<« jr eſteems them contrary to that real 
« wiſdom, which conſiſts in the ſub- 
« duction of all the Motions of the in- 
« ferior part of the Soul. 


&« Let the Brutes accompany as long 
&« as they will. Let them enter, if they 
& pleaſe, into that filthy commerce of 
© the Union of both Sexes neceſſary to 
<< generation, purſuant to a blind Inſtinct : 
«© But what ? oughtnot Man, that noble 
© Creature, who deſcended from the 


_ © blood of Heroes and Gods, to enter- 


& tertain higher thoughts, and to apply 
& himſelf to ſomewhat more worthy of 
& his Original ? In a word, as much as 
&« the Spirit exceeds the fleſh, and an 
© Angel Man, ſo much ought Celibacy 
© to be more excellent than Marriage, 
&« Thoſe who live therein,- reſemble in 
«fome fort the happy Souls, and anti- 
<« cipate the Time of that Life which is 
© to come. What can be more glorious 
© for Man, than to do upon Earth what is 
« done in Paradice? To imitate An- 
« gels and Saints, who live in the Vir- 
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«pinity of an eternal Celibacy ? Feſus 
« Chriſt himſelf lived in that condition. 
«He was never married. It is ſaid of 
« thole-priviledged Perſons, who in the 
'& Revelations follow the Lamb where- 
« ſoever he goes, that they are Virgins, 
«and were never defiled with women. 
« If one may believe an Author of a great 
& Charater, we oughr to refer to Mar- 
© riage thels words of the 

& Apoſtle : Thoſe who are in the Rom. 8. 
«& fleſh, can never pleaſe God. ; 
« For he has employed this Text to ce- 
« lebrate the Praiſes and Neceſſity of the 
&« Batchellors State, eſpecially in regard 
«ot Eccleſiaſticks. 


Behold what the Enemies of Marri- 
age alledge for the ſupport of their firft 
Propoſition. Nothing doubtleſs, conld 
be finer than this realoning, if the effects 
an{wered the words. But, Sir, moſt 
anhappily they do not. Thele perſons 
repreſent to us a Man'of the other world, 
and not of this we live in. They al 
ledge what it is to be wiſlt'd we 'were, 
but what we ſhal] never really be, till 
ve are diſpoſſeſs'd of this infirm: body, 
wherewith our Souls are cloath'd. We 
I are 
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are *by nature too far engaged in yhe 
Empire of the Senſes, to - be able t» 
-break off our correſpondence with them ? 


-nothing ?cis true, can be of -more ad. 


-yantage tous. oy more worthy of 


.our deſire. But what 


Homo ſum, hbumani a me nihil 4 
Terent. lienum puto. 


-Heaur- I'm a Man, ' and therefore ['m 


not aſhamed to own the con. 
tequence of humanity. 


Where is the Man, that is not ſub 
zeCt to make this confeſſion ? Who like 
wiſe, do you imagine, theſe ill declaim- 
.ers are, who would paſs for Wits, ant 
be diſtinguiſh'd from the vulgar ? 1 an 
perſwaded that if one examined their 
conduct, one ſhould find that Marriage 
is more neceſſary for them, than for a: 
gofinite number of others, in whom they 
condemn. it. This precept of a true Or: 
Sor, Doce facienda, & doce fasiendo, is 
no relation to them. They teach, bu 
zhey don't act. They ſhew the way 
that ought to be purſued, but they do not 


anarch in it themſelves, as our $ 
wiour seproach'd the Phariſees. When 
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-is the advantage of knowing Vertue, 
if one leaves it unpractiſed ? Nor eſt be- 
atus qui ſcit illa, ſed qui facit : ſays Se- 
neea, How contrary is man to himſelf, 
how different, how various ? Had not 
Ovid reaſon to lay, 


Peftoribus mores tot ſunt, quot Ovid. de 
in orbe figure. Arte, Am, 


In my ſecond part, I have ſhewn you 
perſons ſo poſſeſſed with the love 'of 
Women, that they declare themſelves 
incapable of withſtanding them, They 
argue. for nothing but their neceflity. 
Behold now ſome, who are direfly op- 
polite to them. They are for diſpen- 
fing with their ablence. They maintain 
that they arenot neceſiery. What con- 
trariety ! A man needs only to-conſalt 
with himſelf in order to judge that theſe 
laſt are even more unreaſonable than the 
fiſt. For theſe are at leaſt more ſincere, 
They ſpeak according to their Sentiments. 
Concordat Sermo cum vita, They talk 
as they live. But thoſe are Impoſtors, 
who feel not what they ſpeak, but 
would be taken for perſons much ex- 
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alted above the paſſions, when they are 
oftentimes enſlaved to them. Their dit: 
Gmultation - doth not ceale to procure 
thempraiſes. Men, who exawine but the 
outſide, and who only judge of things 
by appearances, imagine that there are 
heroical and very extraordinary Quali- 
ties in them, Which made /57gil to 0b- 
ſerve, 


Ah! hodie lays eſt non ultima, fingere 
vultum. 

Alas! None of the leaſt Praiſes now a- 
days is to diſſemble, 


So much is Vertue deſpiſed, and Sin- 
'cerity out of uſe in. the world. 


To enter into the bottom of the dil- 


pute, I make a propoſition directly 
contrary to that of my Adveriaries, Mar- 
riage, ſay they, is not agreeable to man. 
It is for his glory not to marry. And 
I aftrm, that Marriage doth agree with 
Man It is neceſſary for him. He can- 
not well forbear it. The firſt part of 
this work very clearly proves the truth 
of my Propoſition ; ſince God has infti- 
tuted Marriage ; ſince our Saviour has 
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confirm'd it; ſince the Apoſtles have re- 
commended it, fince all Nations of the 
World have prattiled it, fince it con- 
veys to man ſuch great advantages, can 
one doubt of ics agreement with him ? 
and if it is thns exceſlently good, as I 
have maintain'd it all along, can one 
aſſert that it is unworthy of man ? 


But let us ſee the Reaſons, upon 
which it's Adverſaries rely in order to 
cry it down. They all return to theſe 
three, Firſt, It is repugnant to the Em- 
pire of Reaſon over the Senſes and Paſſh- 
ons. Secondly, lt puts man in the rank 
of Beaſts. Laſtly, it hinders him from 
reſembling the Angels. One may reply 
to all this in few words. What Lo- 
pick is this! Reaſon is in man what the 
King is in the State. It ought to ſub- 
ject all to it ſelf, and to ſubmit it ſelf 
to nothing. All the paſſions ſhould con- 
deſcend to it, but it ſhould never yield 
it ſelf to any of them. Therefore Marri- 
age doth not agree with Man. There. 
fore man ought not to marry, Can 
there be more milerable arguing? One 
grants the Princip:e. Realon ought to- 
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govern the paſſions. It ought to be the 
Miſtreſs. But where have theſe. men 
learnt that Marriage is contrary to its 
Sooereignty ? One may from this prin- 
ciple infer concluſions abſoluetly oppo- 
lite to theirs, Reaſon ought to govern 
the paſſions, by conſequence Marriage 
i1sneceflary for Man. Why ? becauſe the 
Paſhons are much ſtronger in Celibacy, 
than in Marriage ; becauſe Marriage is 
it ſelf a means to tame the Paſſions, be- 
cauſe Reaſon governs them, conſe. 
quently; with more eafinefs. But ſay 
| tfiey, it ought to triumph over them. 
Ir ovght. ro captivate them. Reaſon 
ooght, that I may ſo ſpeak, to ſwallow 
up the paſſions. This is an evil Do- 
Etrine equally unknown in the School 
of God, and that of Men. The paſh- 
ons are good in themſelves. They are 
become criminal only by the polution 
of Sin, which has diſorder?d them, Man 
muſt not be abſolutely dilpoſſeſs'd of 
them ; they are eſlential to him: He cannot 
even live with integrity, according to 
St. &uſtin, without their afſiſtance. Aﬀe- 
FFus anime qui non babent, reftte non vi- 
vunt. The Indolence of the Stoicks has 


been at all times condemned. Man _ 
| ther 
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ther can nor ought ever to be with- 
out Paſhon. The ſimple Queſtion 1s to 
rectify it, by reducing it into that hap- 
py Limir, above or beneath which ver- 
tae cannot {ub{ilt. | 


Eſt modus i: rebus, ſunt certi de= 


nique fines, Hor. 
Quos ultra citraque nequit conſt» Serm. 
ftere reftum. lib. : 4 


There are certain means, and limits {at» I. 


of things, which bound right on 
either (ide. 


One ooaght to place it under the juſt 
law of Reaton, without which it ceaſes 
to be legitimare : For appetitus lege na- 
ture ſubjettus eſt ration, as St. Ambroſe 
lays, Ang without that, St. Auſtin tells 
us, that Paſſion 1s nothing but the moti- 
on of the Beaſt, Aﬀe@:io ſine ratione mo- 
tus eſt beſtialis, Now of all things that 
are able to father his Empire of 
Reaſon upon the paſſions, I affirm that 
there is nothing more efficacious than 
Marriage. St. Paul ſees nothing fit- 
ter to dilpole men to wiſdom. By 
conſequence I have reaſon to fay, and 
my adverlaries are in the wrong to de- 
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ny it, that Marriage is very worthy of 
man, and abſolutely neceſſary for him, 
even according to their own principle, 


As animal as the action of Marriage 
Is, itis notwithſtanding very conformable 
to right Reaſon and the Nature of man, 
One may ſay that man is a mixt ani- 
mal. He is neither all Fleſh, nor all Spi- 
rit, he isa compoſitym of both. He has 
a Body, he has a Soul. Exch of theſe 
two parts of his Being applies it ſelf to 
thoſe objects which are aitable to ir, 
and apreeable to irs Nature. As the 
Soul is of a celeſtial and immaterial 
Original, its ſingle proſpect is, to exalt 
it ſelf above ſenſible — But the 
body, whichis terreſtrial, follows its na- 
tural deſtination. All it's motions tend 
downward. It propoſes to it ſelf no. 
thing but the enjoyment of Creatures, 
Man by his Soul has the honour to be 
the Image of God, and the Compani- 
on of Angels. But indeed by his Body, 
he enters in ſome ſort in commnnion of 
Nature and Society with Beaſts, He 
doth in this regard what they do. The 
ſame accidents happen to him. He has 
the ſame defires. He is touched _ 
the 
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the fame Objects, and has no priviledge. 
over. them in this reſpect. Thole anci- 
ent Heroes, who gave terror and ad=- 
miration tro the whole world, by the 
force of their judgments, and the excel- 
lency of their Genius, have not fail 'd. 
to be ſubject ro the concupilcible ap- 
petites, as well as the vileſt of animals, 
Afrer having . equal'd themſelves to the 
Gods inthe {uperior part of their being, 
they muſt reſemble beaſts by the inſur- 
mountable Law of the inferior part, I 
confels that it is very mortifying, for - 
the King of Animals not to be diſtin. 
ouiſh'd herein from his Subjects, and to - 
encreale after the ſame manner aud by 
the ſame ways, . as they. But be not 
ſurprized at.it. This was neceſlary .for 
the delign of their common Creator, - 
He has of a ſudden and without diſtin» 
Qion of Sex form'd that innumerable 
multitude of Spirits, which compoale the 
Hierarchy of Angels. and Devils, be. 
cauſe being jncorruptible intelligences they 
were by conſequence. incapable of gene. 
ration.' But. God having been plealed 
to make all human-kind of one bloody, 
as the Apoſtle ſays, and by way. oft ge- 
neration,. it wasnecellary to give to-Man, 
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an Organized body. It was neceſſaty 
ro render him capable of mnltiplying. 
It was expedient for him to make two 
Sexes. Ina word, it was convenient to 
give them that natural deſire of uniting 
rogether, which makes the propagati- 
on of the kind, bur which is never law- 
ful without Marriage, Can one aflert 
after this, that it is unworthy of man 
with relation to this Union of Sexes ? 
As deſpicable as it is in it ſelf, is it not 
ſufficient that it is the deſign of Nature, 
and the very order of God, who has 
commanded us to encreaſe and multiply, 
in order to raſe all the Scandal, which 
the moſt ſcrupulous perlons might receive 
from thence ? As | have already ſaid, it 
is as conformable to reaſon, as agreea- 
ble to the nature of man. Reafon it 
ſelf diſpoſes men to it. In general it 
approves of all that is deſign'd by Pro- 
vidence. And in particular it ſuffers man 
to practiſe all that tends to the good 
and preſervation of his being. Its pro- 
ipect is not to diſpoſſeſs him of a deſire 
1o eſſential to him as that is, but on- 
ly to reduce it to its juſt meaſure, and 
to bring it back to lawful uſe, Thus 
we may affirm, that this Unjon js no 
7 | leſs 
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fels neceſſary to the world, than drinking. 
and eating, and all other animal funCti« 
ons. Ler us ſay then by conſequence= 
that it contains nothing unworthy of us, 
provided that Reaſon conducts the paſſion - 
to it, and that the paſſion is not without 
reaſon therein, In all this we ſhall affirm - 
what is true, 


But fay they, the State of a Batchellor- 
makes us reſemble Angels and Saints, 
It is by conlequence in man an admirg- 
ble perfection, 1 deny, that a Celibacy - 
purely corporeal is a perſeCtion, and 
that it likens us to Angels and Saints 
Since marriage 1s of the order of Na- 
ture, and the inſtitution of God, and - 
the dury of man, purluant to the proofs-- 
| have brought, how ſhould a fingle ſtate - 
which is directly oppolite to it, be of 
i ſelf a vertue? lc is exaftly with Celi- 
bacy, as with a Falt, What 1s more-- 
indifferent, than ta:.eat and drink ? Fa- 
ſting is only conſiderable becaule the 
Church recommends the praftice of it, 
and may contribute much co the diminu-: 
tion of their Vices, andithe encreafſe of -/ 
their Vertues : Bur no body ever faid. - 
that it was a Vertue in it felf,. i + 
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Who remain in a fingle tate with that 
wiſdom preſcribed by the Golpel, ate 
doubtleſs worthy of our praiies; not 
with relation to Celibacy ir ſelf ; bur be. 
cauſe it may make them fitter ro dil. 
charge the duties of Piety. If Celiba- 
cy were a vertue, then Marriage muſt 
bes crime. Iris indeed what the on: 
zainiſts and other Hereticks formetly 
taught ; But St. Paul puts this Doctrine 
amongſt thoſe of the Devils; And it is 
a long time fince the Church chuader: 
ſtruck it with its Anathema's, As for 
thoſe happy Virgins of the Revelations 
who follow the Lamb every where, 
and who were never defil'd with wo- 
men, What follows, and what precedes, 
moſt clearly juſtifies ; that one muſt re- 
fer that to a ſence purely ſpiritual and 
metaphorical. *Tis evident, and the 
Text ſays it, that the holy Spirit means 
by theſe Virgins the 144000 mark'd 

out, who inthe ſame Book re- 
Rev. 14, main'd faithful tothe Lamb, ha- 
4 ving never proſtituted them- 

{clves to the Idolatries and Abo- 
minations of thoſe Myſtical women, 
who were to make all the Earth drunk with 
the wine of their whoredoms, bur —_ 
only 
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only followed Jeſus Chrijt in his Word, 

and in the practice of the Preceprs of his 
Goſpel. This therefore makes neither 
for Celibacy nor againſt Marriage. A- 
mopit thote Virgins there might be as 
many married, as ſingle. All the ad- 
vantage of Celibacy over Marrizge, is, 
that they who make a good ule of it, 
may find more ealinels tro ſerve God, 
and avoid divers inconveniencies to which 
married pertons are {ubject. Burt beſides 
that each State has its own difficulty, as 
have made appear, how much hazard doth 
a man run in that of Celibacy by the 
almoſt in{uperable difficulty of fulfilling 
all irs duties ? who knows not what Sr. 
Bernard lays of the Empire of our bodies | 
over our Souls; Corpas trahit animam in 
regtonem ſuam? Who is ignorant with | 
what rapidity the paſſions draw us along ? 
who 1s not ſ{enfivle that it is of no im- 
portance, to have a purity of body with- 
out a cleanneſs of Soul? who knows 
not, in a word, to ſpeak with St. Auſtin, 
that an humble Marriage is of much 
more value, than a proud Virginity ? 
Melius eft humile conjugium, quam ſuper- 


ba Virginitas 


You 
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You ſee, Sir, how fallacious the con- 
ſequence is, that the Enemies of mar- 
riage would draw from this principle, 
and that nothing is more miſerable than 


the reaſoning they make, in order to 


ſuſtain that ic is unworthy of man, Let 
us obſerve if they argue better for their 
ſecond Propoſition, and if it be truethar 
it doth not agree with his happineſs. 


«GT jberty, ſay they, is the ſweeteſt 

© thing in the world. Enjoy all the 
& reſt, you will be unhappy without 
« that, there is nothing more precious. 


 Aurea Libertas auro pretioſior omni, 
Golden Liberty is more precious than 
Mines of Oar. 


& Let a man be Rich, let him be of 
&« a great Extraction, let him poſſeſs all 
<« the other advantages of life, if Liberty 
<« be wanting, life ir {elf is but a death. 


&« Seneca Was not acquainted with a 
© oreater bleſſing, than of belonging to 
<« himlelf. Ineſtimabile bonum eſt ſuum fieri. 
&« Iris for this reaſon, that amongſt the 
« Lawyers a lree man is invaluable, L:- 

| ber- 
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ber homo non recipit eſtimationem,. 

© This being preſuppoſed, what can one 

© imagine more repugnant to happineſs 

« than Martiage ? ls 1t not a real ſlave- 

«ry? ifthe wife depends upon the man, 

© js not the man under the dependance of” 
«rhe wife ? are they not Maſters of 
&« each other? can they Separate at a- 

« ny time ? Multer altgata eſt legi, quan- 
© ro tempore vir ejus vivit, Doth not the 
« Etimology of Conjuginm acquaint you 
« that Marriage is a yoak, to which the 
& husband and wife are, as it were, faſt- 
© ned together, in order to bear in 
«common the weighty burden of thoſe 
<« inconveniences which occur therein ? 
& moſt certainly then, conclude my ad- 
« yerſaries, it is the real Tomb of Liber- 
«ty. By conſequence it is infinitely 
& contrary to the happineſs of man. 


« Er mils dulce magis reſoluto wivere 
_ Ugpols. 


'Tis granted, that Marriage puts men 
under engagements, which come very 
near to {ervitude. Bur, Sir, you muſt 
not think that there is no ſervitude, but 
what is ſcandalous, and contrary to hap- 
pineſs, 
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happineſs. Don't you know, for In ? 
ſtance, that to ferve God is to reign + 
It the fame with Marriage in ſome mea- 
ſure. Iris a ſervitude, I confeſs ;bur it is 
a volutary one. Ir gives a right of com- 
manding Sovereignty, Ir is rewarded 
with a thouſand charms, which are nor 
to be found in the liberty of a ſingle 
life. What do you apprehend this free- 
dom to be ? It is for the moſt part no- 
thing but a pure licentiouſneſs. Doth 
it not appear how the greateſt part of 
Batchelors live? They are not confined 
to one Woman, but are concatenated by 
a thou'and criminal paſſions. Seneca the 
Philolopher. conceiv'd nothing to be 
more infamous, than the ſervitude of a 
Yoluptuous Perſon. MNula ſervitus thr- 
pior eft quam voluptaria. Theſe Per- 
{ons imagine themlelves to be free, be- 
cauſe they are not ſubject to the Law 
of Marriage. But doth not the ſame 
thing happen to them exactly, which 
fel] out to thole Fools, whom Horace 


ſpeaks of, 


Dum vitant ſtulti vitsa, , in cont» 
Horat. ftraria CHYYANT, 
Scrm. Fools fly one vice, run into a con- 


trary ? They 
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They think to avoid one Slavery, 
and fall into another which is worle. 
They fly from that of Marriage which 
is noble, and conformable to the Nature 
of Man, and take up that of Vices, which 
diſhonouts them, and is directly con- 
trary to the Grace of our Saviour, For 
in Fine, one muſt not be deceived, As 
a good man is free, altho' he ſerves, ſo 
a man that's free, who indulges his luſts, 
is a real ſlave, Theſe are two _ 
equally certain. St. Auſtin eftabliſhesthe 
one, Bonus, etiam i ſerviat, liber eſt, 
ſays he : and Cicero eſtabliſhes the other 
in theſe words, Liber eff exiſtimandus, 
qui nulli turpitudini ſervit. Since there- 
ore the more virtuous a man is, the more 
he is free, it neceſſarily follows that Mar- 
riage is ale!sServitude than Celibacy, be- 
cavle thoſe who are married have gene- 
rally more vertae than fingle perſons. 
Add, Sir, that as thorny as this fervi- 
tude is, one doth not ceaſe to be pleatl- 
ed with it, One of the greateſt per- 
plexities one finds in it, is, even the fear 
of its not continuing long enough. A 
husband and a wiſe, that love one ano- 
ther, cannot reflet withcat trouble up- 
on their future ſeparation. They had 
ra. 
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rather dy, than live apart. And accor- 
ding to the rule of the Roman Orator, 
one ſhould not call the yoak of Mar- 
riage incommodious or tireſom, ſince one 
bears it with an eaſineſs, Onzs,. ſays he, 
non eſt appellandiam, quod cum letitia fer 
YAS as voluptate, 


Socrates being ask'd which was beſt, 
Marriage, or a ingle Life, made this re- 
ply; Marry, or marry not, thou ſhalc 
ever repent. It's true, that there are 
in both conditions ſubjects of vexations 
and diſpleafures. I even confels that 
one may meet with much more in that of 
Marriage, than in that of Celibacy. But 
in recompence, the fatisfaftions a man 
taſts in 'Marriage, are much more pure 
and fenfible, which 1 have made ap- 
pear in the firſt parts of this work. The 
peace which ſucceeds a long and. cruel 
war, is ſo much the more iweet and 
reliſhing : And after the experience of 
rough tempeſts, one finds the Calm in- 
finitely better. The repoſe of Celiba- 
Cy, Is a repoſe of fofrnels, ſecurity and 
ſelf love: By conſequence it isa fatal, 
and deceitful repoſe. There 1s none 
real or agreeable, ſays Seneca, but that 
which 
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which comes from reaſon. MNulla plas 
cida quies eſt, niſi quam ratio compoſuit. 
The trouble of Marriage, on the other 
ide, 18 a trouble of ſafery, magnanimity, 
and courage. Aſpera vita, ſed ſalubris. 
lt is of that one may truly ſay, Sic 
tur ad aſtra, It is the way to Hea- 
ven 3 very difficult, "tis true : But it is 
what Vertue ſeeks for. 


Difficile eſt, fateor, ſed tendit Ovid. de 
in ardua virtus. Ponto. 


It degenerates into Vice, when it has 
0 adverſary to encounter. But I main- 
ain, that there is no condition, where- 
in the Vertues have a more lawful and 
idvantapious exerciſe than Marriage. 
admit that a perſon ſhould not taſt thoſe 
real pleaſures I have ſpoken of, by rea- 
lon of thoſe vexations he may meet 
with, yet he ought not to defift inrol- 
ling himſelf under it's diſcipline z ſince 
tis ſo proper to illuſtrare it's vertues, 
and to direct him to Salvation. 


Amongſt the difficulties of Marriage, 
| allow the Education and Eſtabliſhmenr 


of Children to be one of the chief, It's. 
ne- 


(£08) - 
neceflary for that end to obſerve ſuch 
cares, which very often renders life ex- 
treamly unealy. But zfter all, ſince man 
is born for trouble, and that he is ani- 
mal Onerificum, as St. Bernard elegant- 
ly calls him, can he undertake a more 
lawfull one, or for a nobler ſubject ? 
That Maxim of Seneca, is here nacu- 
rally applied, Non eft viri timere ſudo. 
rem? |s it humane to fear the fatigue 
of making men? Isit the part of a man to 
continue in Celibacy, in order to avoid the 
real occupations of man? or in a word, 
to fly from Marriage through the- fear 
of diſcharging one of the principal du- 
ties of humanity, and of anſwering the 
firſt end of Nature? 


I have yet two things to reply to the 
enemies of Marriage, upon the ſubject 
of children : One 1s, that floth and idle- 
neſs are the moſt ſhameful things to 
man-in the world: And the other is, that 
nothing is. more capable of diſpoſing him 
to it, than the want of Children, Thele 
two propoſitions are of a fenſible truth. 
As to the firſt, An Apoſtle trel)s us 
expreſs terms, that he who doth not la- 
bour, that is, remains without ation, put- 


ting 
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ting himſelf to no trouble, is not wor. 
thy to ear. In effect, ir has been very 
properly ſaid, NVihil agendo homines ma- 
lt agere difcunt. By doing nothing one 
learns to do what's ill, Idlenels cor- 
rapts bodies, as want of motion infects 
Rivers. 


Cernis ut ignarum corrumpant otia Corpus ? 
Ut capiant vitium ne moreantur aqua f 


Oftentimes this Vice has been even 
fatal ro great Princes, and the happieſt 
Common-wealths. 


Otium reges prius, & beatas per- 
didit urbes. Camel. 
Idleneſs gave the firſt puſh to the ad Ceft, 
Ruin of Kings and flouriſhing 52. 
Cities. 


Rome and Carthage were deſtroyed 
hereby. One cannot therefore too ſedu- 
louſly ſhun ic. 1 ſay inthe ſecond place, 
that nothing can be imagined more effe- 
Ctual againſt ir, than a Marriage fruitful 
in Children ; when a man is alone, and 
has nothing to think of but himſelf, he 
is ſcarce moyed for what's to come. 

He 
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He flies from labour, and applies him 
{elf to the diverſions of a licentious life, 
But when God has given you Heirs to 
lucceed you in your Fortnnes, you malt 
neceſlarily mind ſomewhat elle. You 


muſ} conlider them, as well as your {elf 
Our Children are our firſt Creditors, 
They are born ſuch. We owe ts them 
naturally Subſiſtenceand Education. We 
muſt labour all our lives to acquit oor 


ſelves of that debr, St. Gregory lays that 


riches are a pain to thoſe who have no 
children, Q#:ibus deficit ſoboles ſua poten- 
tia pena eſt. But I add, that poverty is 
doubly one to thoſe who want them, 
Poor men have occaſion for them to be 
acontinual metive to them to exercile and 
practiſe all honeſt means towards the 
delivering them out of their mileries, 
It is perhaps for this reaſon that Chil- 
dren are ulually termed their Riches, 
Thus Children are neceſſary to all the 
world, and to deprive ones ſelf of Mar: 
riage through the fear of having them, 
is to ſhut ones Ears againſt the voice of 
Nature, and that of Providence, 


There remains nothing more but to 


anſwer the objection, which is made 
CON- 
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\concerning the ill humour of Wives, and 
domeſtick Quarrels. Without diſpute 
this is what's moſt unealy in marriage. 
'When once diviſion is introduced, and 
one comes to diſputes, »thorns ariſe on 
all ſides. What injuſtice is it, faid a 
Malecontent with a grace, to deny that 
Marriage is a Sacrament, fince one finds 
bnt too often a double one therein: Thar 
of Repentance being almoſt always in- 
ſeparable from ir. But, Sir, let not this 
amaze you. As one uſually ſays, there 
is a remedy for all things, but death. 
The laſt part of this Treatiſe will fur- 
ther convince you hereof, in relation to 
Marriage. Ifit could be even ſuſtain'd, 
that there is no Marriage happy enough 
| to be perfectly exempted from vexati- 
ons, remember that all humane conditi- 
ons are liable thereto , that they are ea- 
, | fier to be born in that of Marriage, than 
>| in all others ; and that it is our duty to 
. | ſuffer patiently thoſe croſſes, which are 
, | derived to us from a ſubject where we 
j | have found a thouſand Charms. 


.” RD » ry TD GH” > - » 7 2D RVVvVw” WF © 


OA 


Dw_— 


In ſome reipetts women may be in- 
commodious, 1 deny it not ; ſome of them 
are very troubleſom, and aender the pur- 
chaſe 
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chaſe of that pleaſure, which they af- 
ford, very dear. Ar the ſame time, if 
one examines the thing without pre- 
judice, one ſhall find that a woman pro- 
cures infinitely more good to the man, 
than ſhe can do ill. Beſides, it is unjuſt, 
ſays Latantius, to pretend to exact of 


any 'one an impoſſibility. 1: 


Lat. L. quum eft enim ut id exigas, quod 
6. C. 23, preſtare ipſe non poſſis. Not- 

withſtanding this 4s the humour 
ofthe men. They. would have wemen 
to be without any ſort of defet. They 
maintain, they ſhould be as perfect as An- 
gels. They propole that with the Beau- 
ty of Helena, they ſhould have the ver- 
tue of Penelope, and the wiſdom of Ly. 
cretia, Ina word, they would have them 
to act nothing apainſt their duty ; and 
to be ſo far Miſtrifles of their paſſions, 
that they ſhould never be able to ay, 
do, or think any thing that might be in- 
capable of pleaſing them, 


What injuſtice is here! can the de- 
mandants practiſe it themſelves ? ls it 
not a thing above humanity ? Since then 
we cannot be without defects, we ought 
to love one another with them, The 
man 
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man ſhould charitably bear *with thoſe 
of the woman, and the woman thofe of 
the man. Every one has his own. ' You 
will find them every where. If you do 
not ſuffer thoſe of a wife," you will have 
thoſe of a Friend, thole of a Domeſtick; 
thole of all the world to bear ; and ſhould 
you be delivered from rhem, you would 
have ſtill your own to ſuffer, which would 
be ſo much the more inſupportable, 'in 
thar havirig none but them to 'think: of, 
they will appear to you infinicely more 
worthy of your 'horrour. What the'Na- 
turaliſts remark, that the ſame ſoil which 
produces Poiſons, likewiſe brings forth 
remedies for them, wm be very well ap- 
plied to the wife. If fhe be to her hus- 
band a cauſe of diſqueer, ſhe is likewiſe to 
him one of joy. If ſhe aflits him ſome« 
times," ſhe comforts him much oftner. 
If ſhe diſpleaſes you in' one kind, how 
agreeable' doth ſhe appear to you in a 
hundred others? in reſpect of the diffe- 
rences ove has with her, I confeſs that 
nothing. is' more affecting at the time, 
and that there "never was a fruit of fo 
unreliſhing a taſt, But happily they do 
not continue long, Faciles conjugum 
[mnt reconciliationes. One night, lays the 
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ſame Author, ſuffices for that end. -They 


even ſerve for the moſt part but to con 
frny the knot of their loves. 


Amantitum ire amoris redintegra- 
Ter: @ tio eff. 
And. The falling out of Lovers is the 
renewing of Love. 


One may truly affirm of the diſcords 
of. hasband and wife, D:ſcor did fir cha. 
vor. concordia, They at length turn to 


pleaſure, and doubly encreale their (a- 
tisfgction. 


Ireinterventunt, redennt rurſun 
in gratiam. 
wy Verum ire feque forte eveniurt 
Plaur. in hujuſmoat. 
Amph. Jtiter eos rurſum fi eventum it 
gratiam eſt, 
Bis tanto amict ſunt inter ſe, 


quam pacis 


*Tis-ſaid of the Americans, that as they 
believe the Moon to be the wife of the 
San, they likewiſe imagine that ſhe has 
been abuſed by him, and that they are 
at variance every time they ſee her in her 
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ereſcents. If that were true, their difſ- 
putes would re-commence very often, but 
however they would not laſt very long. 
Thoſe of married perſons are yer mac 

ſhorter. Thus all the objeCtions of the 
enemies of Marriage come to nothing, 
They have no true reafons not to love 
it, and they have a thoniand to deſire 
it, Afrer what I have repreſented to you 
upon this ſubjet, I dare aſſure my ſelf 
that you will ſubſcribe to the Oath of 
that good Veſtal in an ancient Author, 
Moriar niſi nubere dulce eſt. 
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Fifth Part. 


Of the Means to marry well, and 
to live happy in Marriage. 


. 


T length I am atrived where. you 
have, doubtleſs, expected me long: 
Indeed this laſt part is of moſt impor- 
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tance in the buſinels of Marriage. All 
that I have ſaid hitherto necefſarily ſup- 
poſes one well done, and well conditi- 


oned. To this is referrable all the ad. 
vantages which I have declared to be 
found in a conjugal union. As much a- 
gainſt ' Marriage as its adverſaries are, 
they voluntrily grant, that it is a Society 
which may be agreeable,if the parties were 
always .at peace, and in cate they ne. 
ver had occaſion to complain of one ano- 
ther. Thar which caules their miſtake, 
is the prepofſeſhon they are in, that ir is 
impoſſible to find ſuch a circumſtance, 
If then' it can be made appear that tuch 
athing may be, and that iucn Precep:s 
are given which may be of force to 
perſwade them, that in the practice of 
them-it is Ealy to attain to this hippy 
Marriage, they muſt confe's then: '-! --5 
20 'be overcome. | hope, Sir, 1}: -::t 
of my Treatiſe wil} have. th'- cots 
* Þoth for them, and for you. | tope 
it will perfectly convince you, that n9- 


thiog is more advantagious for mn, than 
a good Marriage. What one oughc to 
do-in order to marry, and what one 
ought to do in Marriage, are the two 

Po:nts, 


| 
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points, which I propoſe to explain, in 
order to ſatisfy my Engagement, and 
your Expectation. 


The firſt thing that am honeſt man 
ſhould do, after he is determined for 
Marriage, is to requelt of God a wife 
according to his mind, Remember, Sir, 
thar Providence is concerned- in every. 
thing, and that there is nothing here be» 
low, bur it diffuſes its influences upon. 
As corrupted as the Pagar Theology 
was, yet the ſine Deo nihil feliciter ſuc- 
cedir, was one of its Maxims. What 
elle was that Fortune to which everr 
Cicero ſubjects all. Events, and which he 
regards as the Sovereign- Empreſs ofthe 


world, Fortuna Domina rerum, but that" _ © 
particular condutt of God. towards all 7 
creaturss, which we adore under the name: 


” % 
- . . 


of Providence ? 


After having asked of God'a wife - 
according to his miod, he ought under - 
the protection of Providence to ſeek one 
alrer his ewn. This, Str, imports two! 
things ; the one 1s, that ſhe be pleafiig 
to his Eyes: And the other, that ſhe 

Fe. 3, "2 be. 
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be agreeable to his humour. Behold 
what is moſt eſſential to obſerve, in or- 
der to marry well. I confeſs he ſhould 
not eſpouſe a perſon through the ſingle 
motive of her Beauty. Its too fraila 
quality to have an entire dependance 
on. 


X 2x; 4. +1: 2h ſemper Viola, nec ſemper 
oo de lilia florent : 
ft. am- 


I, 2. Et riget amiſſa ſpina relitt ro0- 
A, 


And as Crcero ſays, Forme dignitas 
gut . narbo defioreſcit, aut Veruſtate, The 
wort is, that when this happens, the 
wife 4s ealily contemned. As ſhe was 
only taken. for her Beauty, that's no 
foner gone, butſhe is valued no longer. 
Her, bght fatigues the Eyes, and as much 
as ſhe was loved being handſom, to 
much 1s ſhe diſregarded when ſhe is de- 
pxtved of ſuch a charm. 


What Mortification is it to a husband, 
when he finds himiclf compelPd to dil- 
lke 8 Companion, with whom he ought 
to pals all his days? lc is then certain, 
thac he ſhould not fix his yrmoſt blits in 

Beau! y, 
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Reauty, ſince (jt 'may be lpſt-every Moe 
MEIMAT, 


Nevertheleſs it muſt be granted, that 
rothing is more amiable in ngture, ROF 
more proportion'd tp the. heart of many 
to ſpeak with Plato. Thave told you 
more than once, that the Gads them- 
ſelves have been affected with them, 
Beauty has been always reverenced. The 
preateſt Barbarians have 1acriticed ypr 
on its Alrars. If according to Juvenal, 


it can. hardly conſiſt with wildom, 


Rara eſt adeo concordia forme Juv» Sat. 
Atque pudicitie. 10. 


It is becauſe 'tis too much lov'd by 
men, and is continually in proſpect -x@ 
wregular paſſion, for otherwiſe far from 
being of it ſelf a Vice, ir ſeeds to give 
anew luſtre to Vertue, 


Gratior C pulchro veniens E NVirg, Ene- 
Cor pore VIrtas, id, Ls 5; 


- will add yer ſomething more, that 
i.a fair body is generally lodg'd a no» 
ble ſoul. It is 8vcommon enough 40 ſee 
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Sweetneſs and Honeſty ſeem ro be in- 
ſeperable from Beauty: Thus it well de. 
ſerves that man ſhould 'give it the pre- 
ference, and that he ſhould ſearch af. 
ter it with ſome care, when he is in- 
clined-to marry. -What ſatisfaction is 
it to' have a wife, -whoſe fight alone. is 
capable nf delighring you, and whom 
yon jedge worthy of your love, even 
when ſhe has deſerved your hatred ! 


Fatla merent odinm 3 Facies Ovid. amor. 
£X0rAt Amorem. L. 3. El. 10. 


I confeſs all women are nothandſom, 
and that the number of thoſe who are 
Þ, ſs tmall in compariſon of thoſe who 
are*not. Bur, Sir;'by- a very particular 
Providence, in this ds well as in all other 
things, every one has his. fancy. That 
which ditpleales one, is pleaſing to another, 
All men do not reſpect Women with the 
fame eye, ncr in the ſame manner. No- 
thing is more various, than the Jadgmenur 
they make of them. If tome pay their 
vows to the fair perſon, how many are 
ſooneſt reconciled to the brown'?: Some 
men are moſt affeted with a fat” Beau- 

ty, 


= hatdſom  perſon- abſolutely wicked, 
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ty, whilſt others confer the Laurel up- 
on- the {lender one. Several will imas- 
gine thole unhandlom, who will ap- 
pear agreeable to others, If one can 
accommodate himſelf only ro a finiſh'd' 
Beauty, another ſha] be {ſatisfied with a: 
good mcen. Thus every one finds where- 
withal to indulge himtelf according to” 
his inclination, and the Ideas which he- 
frames of the Sex. 


If. it imports, that the Wiſe ſhould” 
pleaſe the Eyes, it imports ſtill more* 
that ſhe (houid pleaſe the mind. It is+ 
not ſuſkcient for her to be Handfomez 
or of a good meen, ſhe ought- chiefly- 
to.. Sy mpathize with -your humour, and* 
that her Manners be. conformable - tg: 
YOUurs. . 


Uxor wade foras, aut moribit He Wire; 
tere noſtris. Las. 


Without. that, you wilt :always* 4th 
Sree. You will -be in-eternsl difputes;. 
Your . Marriage will be a-fort-of Sep! 
aj , wherem you .wilk be interred” a«- 
ive, 
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Lutts 
Non leflus. Taumalns non thalanmns fuerit, 


It is a thing, 'tis true, wherein one 
is often deceiv'd, by reaton of that Art of 
fiction which is fo natural ro the Sex. 
It is an ordinary ſaying, I hat there never 
was a wicked Maid, becaule they know 
how to appear good, When they are 
not ſo. St. Chriſoſtom remarks, that 
Hories and other Beaſts are always 
bought upon trial ; but thar ir is not 1o 
with a Wife. Sola uxor non oftenditur 
ne ame difpliceat quam ducatur, I ſhe 
be violent, haſty, proud, infirm, what- 
{oever vice ſhe has, we never find ittill 
the .Nuptials are over, He would in- 
Gnuate hereby, that one runs a preat 
hazard in Marrying; and I deny it nor. 
But without having recourſe either to 
- that-proof of ſix Months, praQtis'd in He- 
rodotus, by certain people of the Earth 
before Marriage; or to the Letter of 
divorce 'amonglit rhe Fews and Romans, 
which/are things directly-contrary to the 
purity of .Chriſtianity, it is not 1mpoſſi- 
ble to conduct ones felf in this impor- 
tant Aﬀair with ſome kind of aſſurance, by 
the means of ſeveral precepts of wildom. 

T hat 
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That which: Ar:ſtorle gives, is to Mar” 
ry. a young Wife, and one that 1s a Vir- 
gin, in order to the more eaſie forming 
of her into good Manners, He affords 
this reaſon ellewhere: Fuvenes non ſunt 
maligni moris, ſed facilis, propterea quod 
nondum viderunt nequitias. Itis undoubt- 
ed, that young Women are much more 
eaſie to modify than others. As they. 
have not yet contracted any evil habits, 
you may without difficulty inſpire. them- 
with good ones. Being lcarce acquajiat= 
ed withevil, they may {o much ihe bet- 
ter ſuck in the good. 


Dum faciles animi juveaim, dum Vitg. 23: 
mobilts etas, Gearge: 


laeffect,.it is eahe;to imprint - upon 
heart the Maxims of Vertue, when it48: 
4 void of the Maxims of Vice. It were- 
better for a Wife to be wanting in..lome- 
of the qualities -neceſiary for the Con-- 
dut of a Houſe, than to have-thoſe- 
which are capable of making a Hasbang i 
unhappy. The one may b= obtainedi 
with Years, but Years do but. fortily ? 
the. others, * 

| is, 
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If this advice be good, that of Hefivd 
15:no -leſs. He would have the perton 
who is to Marry, take a young Wo- 
man of his Acquaintance and Neighbour- 


hood. 


-. I don't know any precept, Sir, more 
zxmportant for practice than this. Why 
do Marriages ordinarily ſucceed {lo il) ? 
It ts becaule the. parties Marry withou: 
knowing one another, and without dt- 
ftinguiſhing whether one be the make 
of the 'other. One being inchanted with 
a beauty, which perhaps -he never taw 
but once, 1s 1ſo tranſported with his 
love, that he can only ſigh, and live for 
her, without examining whether ſhe has 
beſtdes what a Woman ought to have 
in order to live contented with her, and 
without conſidering any thing elle but to 
fatisfy his fooliſh Paffion, he Marries 
her. Theother through a deſire of being 
Rich, will moſt willingly accept of ſuch 
a Pexlon who is the worſt ſhap'd, and 
the leaſt reaſonable in the World. provi- 
ded he may have wherewith ro-make his 
Fortune. The greateſt part of Marriages 
are- made either by the interpoſiction of 
- another, or for reaſons of wordly in- 
i. tereſt, 
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tereſt. One regards the out-lide, without 
a thought of whar relates to the in- 


| ward part. A man examines the poſleſſi. 


ons of a Woman, and is utterly un- 
acquainted with her Manners, This, 
without dilpute is the reai\on. why ſo ma-- 
ny people are unhappy 1n the choice: 
they make. The principal thing then 
is, to ſtudy well che humour and cons. 
duct of a Woman, in order to know if 
ſhe has a conforinity with yours, and: 
if you could live peaceably together. 
For this end you mult not go to ſeek 
her in a Country remote from you ; you: 
mult, as far as in you lies, take her as 
tt were at your door. It will be adif. 
ficult matter if you ſee her often, and 
have a little regard to her deportments, 
not to diſcover at length all that ſhe is. © 


" Behold, Sir, a third 'precept, which is 
yet more aſlured than the other two: 
Marry a young Lady of good extra. 
Gtion and who belongs to. People of an: 
irreproachable Life. This is founded up- 
on a Maxim, whole truth is ſafficients. 
ly known, viz. That Children almoſt 
always reſemble thoſe from whom they. 
deriv'd their being, | 


F. 
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I know there are thoſe who degenerate 
from the vertue of their Anceſtors ; bur 
ro ipeak generally, one may ſay, without 
danger of being decived, Like Father, 
Itke Son ; like Mother, like Daugh- 

tex. 


Sepe patris mores imitatur filius infans. 


The boy oft imitates the Fathers man- 
NErs. 


Oualis erat mater, fulia talis evit. 
And the Daughter grenerally treads in her. 
. Mothers footſteps. . 


1t.is the Example they continually pro- 
' pole. tro themlelves, But they are al- 
ways more inclined to imitate them in 
evil, than in good. For, as Jwvenal it 


forms .us, 


Velocius & Citins nos 
Juv. Sat. Corrumpunt vitiarum.exempla do- 
_- me(tica. 

Domeſtick examples ſooneſt cor- 


rupt us. 
There 
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There is nothing that more corrupts our 
Manners, than Domeſtick ill Examples. 
Doubtlets then it would be a great im- 
prudence, for an honeſt man to Marry in- 
to a Family of a bad repuration, and to 
take the Daughter of a Mother who is 
either immodeſt, or fullied with ſome 
icandaious Vice. On the other fide, one 
may preſuppole much prudence and 
good dilpolitions ina damolel of good Ex- 
traction, and who was educated by a 
Verruous Mother. Not but that excep- 
tions are to be allowed: The moſt ge- 
neral Rule is not excuſed from them. 
Byr ir may be taken for granted, that 
this is one of the moſt certain, and that 
few of thoſe who ſhall practiſe it, 
Will find it unſucceſsful, 


] add, Sir, this Precept to the reft. 
In Marryiug, affect as much as in yoa 
lies an Equality of condition and For- 
tune, If you take a Wife of a Family 
more exalted than yours, ſhe will not _ 
fail to boaſt of it at your expence, you - 
ſhall be ſufficiently rold of the Noble- 
nels of her Original, and the Baſeneſs 
of your own. Befides, the certainty ofat- 
tributing to her {elf the right of _— 

ing, 
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ding. Let there be Wiſdam then in the 


Counſel. of. uvid, 


Ovid, S:q#4 voles ante nubere nube part. 


Ep 2 If you'l Marry hapiply, Marry your 


equal. 


He doth not mean by this, that in order 
to Marry happily, an equality of Manners 
and Complexion is necellary. He would 
inſinuate particularly, that that of Blood 
is eflential- to that end, and that ir is 
bardly poſſible for inſtance, that a Ple- 
* beian ſhould ſucceed in his Match with 
"a Lady of Quality. This is what. ex- 
- Rerience hay often juſtified. 


Tt would be much worle, if you 
ſhould- Marry one who hath more Rich- 
es than your elf: Or if being poor, you: 


ſhould take a-rich Wife. This is what- 


the Poet: calls having loſt» his Empire. 


Plaur. Argemtum accipi, dols.- imperium 
vendads, | 


"The- poor Man, fays another, who has 
| od. 
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a Wife well endowed, has no Wife. He 
has a Superior at home, whom he muſt 
obey. And what can be more inſup- 
portable for him ? 


Juv. Sat, Intolerablilius nihil eft quam fe- 
6. mina dives, 
Theres nothing more inſuppor- 
table than a Rich Woman. 


To avoid this inconvenience fo repug- 
nant to the order of Nature, Lycurgus had 
forbid men to receive any | ory with 
their Wives, The Relations of 7apan, like- 
wiſe inform us, that this Law is exactly 
obſerved there ſtil] : It is founded upon 
this Maxim, that a Woman who hag no- 
thing is all to her Husband, Whereas 
others occaſion him a thouſand Troubles 
and uneaſincſles, 


Dotate matlant (* mwalo & damno Vi- _ 
rYos | 


How littſe is this precept reſpeted a- 
mongt men. when a Bachelor ſeeks af- 
ter a Wife, he doth not ask about her 
Vertues, bur her Poſſeſhons, Theſe 1n- 
clude 
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city of Hymen, | confeſs that Riches 
may be very uſeful in Marriage, and that 
it is very pleaſing ro all rhe World ro 
eſpouſe them with a Wife, when ſhe 
has beſides all the qualities that are agree- 
" able ro him, for what has been {aid of 
one, tis very often but roo true: 


O ter infelix qui exiſtens pauper ducit ux- 
orem { 


But Sir, be perſwaded, that Vertue is 
of infinite more worth without Rickes, 
than Riches withouc Vertue ; they ought 
never to be the end of Marriage: The ſame 
Author who ſpeaks of Poverty in fo dil- 
advantagious a manner, with relation to 
Marriage, doth nor fail to acknowledge 
that Merit ought to be preferred to $1l- 
ver: 


Morem preponere pecunits duffturum HXx0- 
rem oportet. 


Yes without doubt, the beſt porti- 
on a Wife can bring to a Husband, 1s 
the. wildom of her and her Fathers. 


Nothing 


clude all bis deſires, and rhe. chief felj- 
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Nothing but this is capable of rendring 
him happy in rhepoſſeſſion of a Wife. 1f 
you take a Wife upon account of her ver- 
tve, yon may aſſure your {elf that you will 
never repent of it. She will inceſſantly 
draw down upon you the bleſſings of 
Heaven, and you will find your {If much 
bappier with ſuch a wife, even in the 
midſt of indigence, than you would be 
in the greateſt proſperity with a wife of 
Gold, but without this precious Vertue. 
He who enjoys luch a one, fays Cicero, 
has all that is neceſſary to live happily. 
In quo virtus ſit e} nihil deeſſe ad beate 
UVivendum put, 


I have but one precept more to give 
you upon this ſubject, Be careful nor 
to marry one againſt her will, who will 
always have a contempt of you. I will 
pronounce it boldly, nothing 1s more Ca- 
piral than that in the deſign of mrari- 
age There are bur very few of this 
kind, which have not very fatal conſe- 
quences. Thinking to entertain in your 
Bed another ieif, juch a one as a wife 
ought ro be, you will lodge there a cruel 
adverſary, who will every day find a 
thouland occaſions ro give you ſome 
di{quier, Hoſtis 
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Hoſtis eſt uxor invita que ad nuptum vi- 
Yo datur., 

A wife that is marry'd to a man againſt 
her will, is an Enemy. 


tt is the moſt unhappy thing a Fa- 
ther can be guilty of, tro commit violence 
upon her inclination, and to conſtrain 
her to eſpouſe a man whom ſhe catr- 
not love. You will never make her re- 
nounce her reſentments. This marriage 
will occaſion to you all the thorns and 
diſpleaſures, which Juvenal repreſents 
in theſe Verſes : | 


Semper hahert lites, 
jurgia leftus, 

In quo nupta jacet minimum aor- 
mitur 11 1llo, 

Tanc gravis ulla wire. 


le ernaque 


Juv, Sat, 
6. 


The wife is a Victim, which ought 
to 20 voluntarily to the Altar. Her 
ER once would be of ii] prelage. I he 
| offering of her Heart is of more value 
than all the reſt. If you are not loved 
by her, you are neceſlarily hated; 

Aut amat, aut odit mulier. Non ha- 
bet meaium, 


There's 
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There's no Medium in a Woman, ſhe al. 
ways either loves or hates. 


Avoid then, as you would death, a 
woman in whom you ſee no dilpoſition 
to love you. Admit her to be exqui- 
firely fair, unmealurably rich, extream- 
ly virtuous, ſhe is not fit for you. Of 
what ſervice is all that to you, if you 
are the object of her averſion ? This e- 
vil, Sir, is almoſt. witnour remedy. 
What cares logver you may take to 
win the heart of a wife, who is only yours 
by the force of paternal Authority, you 
will find ir extreamly difficult to g9 
through with it. 


Never have any thoughts for marri- 
ape, Sir, unleſs you relolve to practiſe 
all thele precepts. I could add (till ma- 
ny others: But theſe are the chief, and 
they ſuffice to make a good marriage. 
The milchief is, that people do not ſtop 
here, and that almo(t ail thote who mar- 
ry, at herein by motives diſenzaged from 
the ſubject they look afrer, The per- 
fon which they rake, is a thing of the 
leaſt regard with them. They are de- 
termined by particular conhiderations. 


T his 
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* This enters: into their deſigh but by ac- 
cident, and after the reſt. - If ſhe has 
a Fortune : If ſhe can draw me out of 
neceflity : If ſhe belongs to perſons who 
by cheir Credit are able to advance me, 
it is enough, ſays one. I demand no 0- 
ther advantage. If beſides all this ſhe 
is handfom, well ſhaped, and vertuous, 
ſo much the better: It is a double hax- 
pineſs for me. But in caſe this doth not 
appear, the reſt remaining, I ſhall not fail 
to marry her. What deſtruction of 
Mazims and good Senſe ! Now certair- 
ly to chooſe a wife with whom one may 
propoſe to live happily, a man is only to 
conſider if ſhe pleaies him : If ſhe be de- 
ſerving, and if ſhe be derived from ho- 
neſt parents, Whether ſhe be rich or 
poor, it imports nor. 


Dummoao morata veniat. Dotata eſt ſa- 
ts. 

This withont diſpute is the direfteſt 
way of reaſoning, 


After having given you precepts for 
the attaining to a happy Marriage, it is 
at preſent neceſſary to afford you ſome 
in order to live happily therein. ay 
al 
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all corifft: in the prattice of two ſofts of 
Duries, towards. two ſorts of Perſons. 
The one regard the wite, and the others 
refer to the Children, The good or 
evil of marriage proceed alone from theſe 
two parts. There was 'reaſon to ſay, 
Eft uxor aut tutum refugium, aut pera- 
le tormentuws, She is allo as another An- 
thor has it, either the raine or fafety of 
the Family, ulier domi damnum eſt aut 
Szeixs, On another fide, the wiſe man 
informs us that Children are the Joy or 
ſorrow of their parents, 'according as 
they are well or ill inclined, This ren- 
ders the matter which remains to be 
treated of in order to fullfil the deſign of 
this work, very important. Ir is, Sir, 
fo mach the more, in that by acquittin 

your {elf of the duties whereof } fha 

diſcourſe, you will make your wife be 
a bleſſed Fountain to you at all times, 
to ſpeak with Solomon. All the world 
is not happy enough to meet with this 
advantage : | be Precautions, which one 
takes for this end, are, I confeſs, ſome- 
times unprofitable: Bur it is almoſt in- 
fallible, that a wife, who by natare is 
not very reaſonable, ſhall become ſo if 
the Hasband rules himſelf with relati- 


on 
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on to her. according ro my IaftruQions, 
I begin them, by declaring to you, 
that if you would be happy in Marri- 
age, you maſt neceſſarily be: loved 'of 
your Wife. You cannot be beloved - of 
her, if you do not love her. Therefore 
be ſure to love her. This i the firſt 
Leſſon a Husband ought to learn, It 
comes from St. Paul: Hus- 

Eph. 5. bands, lays he, love your Wires, 
25. 28. as Coriſt loved bis Church, &c. 
Would you know rhe reaſon ? 

« Husbands ought ro love their Wives 
« 5; their own Bodies ; He that loves 
&« his wife, loves himſelf. No body 
6 ever : hated bis own Fleſh, By con- 
ſequence the Husband ought to love his 
Wife, for his wife is his own fleſh. They 
are no more two, but one fleſh. Whac 
is more realonable than this'daty ? what 
ought to be more precious to us, than 
our felves ? We cught then inthe firſt 
lace to love our wives by a motive of 
{elf-love, fince we cannot love our felves, 
but we muſt love them, being, . that 1 
may ſo ſpeak;a part of our own ſubſtance : 


Horat, Anime dimidinm meg. 


What 
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W hat a prodigious thing would it be to _ 
ſee a man declare himlelf. an enemy to 
himſelf, and to have an averlion for his 
own perlon ? St. Paul aſlures us, that ir 
was never ſeen, and infinuates to us that 
it is a thing not to be {een in the or- 
der of Nature. Ir is notwithſtanding 
what arrives to all rhoſe who love not 
their wives. 


A man onght in the ſecond place to 
love his wife by a Motive either of per- 
ſonal Intereſt, or pure acknowldgment.- 
Either ſhe loves you, or ſhe doth 
not love you. If ſhe loves you, -you 
cannot without ingratitude - forbear to 
love her. On the other ſide ifſhe loves 
you not, you ought to love her, tothe 
end that ſhe may be won to love yaa. 
This Maxim of Seneca is of abfolute 
neceſſicy in Marriage : S: vis amars, 4-, 
ma, Love is gain'd only by. Love.” Ic 
Is not to be obtain'd by Force or VWi- 
olence. Amor extorquers non peteſt, lays 
Seneca, Naturally we love thoſe wha 
love us. If we did otherwiſe,. we 
hoald be leſs reaſonable than Brutes.' 


L Amore 
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Amore dicimus vinci. feras. 

Sen. Welſay that the very Bruze Beaſts 

Trag. are overcome by Love. 


| 
| 
A Philoſopher of old time made thele | ? 
Queſtions and Anſwers. What is moſt 
intupportable in life? To leve without 
being beloved. What is the moſt un- 
juſt thing in the world ? To be beloved 
without loving. What is moſt morti. 
fying' to a man ? To ſee himſelf com. h 
pelled to hate what he has loved. In ; 
a word, what is moſt dreadful to him? 
A loveconverted into hatred ; which be- 
comes ſo much the more implacable, 
_ as the other was paſſhonate. M 


Semper bonus amicus gravis iraſeitur, 
Our beſt Friends are always the mol ;. 


angry with us. 4 


All this, Sir, is true, and theſe are; 
Axioms which make ſo many certain " 
principles in the Morality of Men. 4 y, 
Husband: that doth not love, or whoſ jg, 
loves. without being beloved, is equally] ,F 
unhappy. The true ſecret to ſupport, 
patiently the inconveniences of Marie 
and to live happy therein, is to love. = Ire 

rable 
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rable is he who marries without determin- 
ing to love His wife, and propolesonly to 
embrace her Riches. Meipſum igitur 4- 
mare oportet, non mea, ſt vers amics fu- 
turi ſumas. | There is not a wife but has 
a right of uſing \uch language to her Hus- 
band, nor a Husband but ought to ob- 
ſerve the ſame to his wife. 


After this Rule I cannot give you & 
berter, than to afford your {elf for an 
Example to your wife : Of all the Max- 
ims of the Chriſtian Morality , the moſt 
equitable and moſt certain is undoubted- 
ly this, to do to others what we would 
have done to our ſelves. Would you 
be beloved of your wife? Love her. 
; Would you have her wile ? Be fo your 
"I elf. Would you have her complaiſant 
to you ? Be youthe ſame to her. Would 
you have her make appear a ſweetneſs 
of Behaviour, and Fidelity in her 'Con- 
duct ? Make appear the {ame in yours. 
Nothing 1s more juſt than this duty, and 
Husbands are inſupportable to complain 
yF of the ill Humours, and untoward con- 
i duct of their Wives, if their own 
"118 no bettter. One may ſay, that they 
Je in ſome meaſure guilty of their Ir- 
ble "ur" YO 


(240) 
regularities; becauſe they would have 
perſiſted in wiſdom, if their Husbands 
'had not removed themſelves from -it, [t 
is certain, as Plutarch oblerves, that the 
wife uſually conforms her {elf to the 
manners of her Husband. And Ariſe. 
zle informs us, that ſhe will be always 
chaſt and conſtant to him, if ſhe finds 
him {o to her. Sz; multer cCognoverit þr 
b; caftnm& fidum virum, & ipſa etiam 
cafta &- fida erit. You will tay per-| E 
haps that this duty tis of very difficult | ® 
Practice, and that it were better not tf v 

- 
P 


marry at all, than to conſtrain ones {eli 
to this degree. I grant the difficulty, 
But what?. would it not be ſcandalous | V: 
to omit a thing which is good in it (elf, 
and very neceflary for Salvation, be. | P' 
cauſe it impoles an indiſpenſible obliga. Þ J® 
tion to bea good man, and to live ac- 


cording to the Maxims of Vertue? OJ ©< 
God! What Chriſtians are we? Is it] F 
not a thing which ought on the other ſide *5 
to determine men for Marriage ? What] ® 
method is more infallible to withdrawl 5: 
men from Debaucheries, or to preventÞ *": 
them, than Marriage ? Doth not the ex- ed 
ample, which is owing *o a wife and 

Children, render a Man more circumſpec ® 

| ny * 
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in his Condutt ? Marriage is a Bridle, 
that keeps men wirhin the bounds of 
ſanctity, and Motive to elchew Vices. 
s there a ſinvle man, whodoth not defire 
to be wile, and to be able to delerve the 
Praiſes of a good man ? and is not this the 
trus way that directs to 1t ? 


Bur, Sir, amongſt the Vertues whoſe 
Example you owe to a wife, you muſt 
above all things ſtudy to inſpire her 
with that of devotion. One cannot ima- 
vine what Good a devour Wife is ca- 
pable of doing a Husband, and the ad- 
vantages he may receive from thence. 
Whether he be fick or well, rich or 
poor : In proſperity, or in miſery; in 
joy, or ſorrow : He will always find jn 
her an alhiſtance proportioned to his ne- 
ceſſities. St. Paul lomewhere ſays, that 
Piety is good for every thing. I fay 
as much of a devour Wife. Nothing is 
more Angpelical, nothing more excellent. 
Happy, and thrice happy, may one call 
that man, to whom Heaven has afford- 
ed {uch a preſent, : 


The exterior Cauſe of Devotion is 
the frequent Reading Divine Books, 
FE. and 
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and the works of Piety of Eccleſiaſtical 


Authors. To this, Sir, you ought to 
turn the genius of your Wife, as much 
as in you lies. If once ſhe takes a plea- 
ſure herein, 'tis almoſt infallible that ſhe 
will have a regard ro her Salvation, a 
contempt for the World, and a hor- 
rour for Sin, which are the eſſential 
Characters of true devotion. But if 
this kind of reading be infinitely necel- 
ſary to diſpoſe a Wife to wiſdom, that 
of Romances and Comedies is not lels 
eftetual to turn her inclination from it. 
Whatſoever may be faid in favour of 
theſe eloquent fictions, I can aflare you 
that nothing is fitter to corrupt the heart 
and to inflame it with the love of 
Creatures. If Fathers and Mothers were 
ſenſible of the pernicious impreſſions, 
which thele forts of books are capable 
of giving their Daughters, they would 
undoubtedly employ all their cares to 
conceal the very Names from them. 
Take off your Wiſe therefore from the 
humour of reading ſuch books, It 1s a 
School wherein ſhe will never fail ro learn 
what will render you unhappy, they will 
make her wanton, vain, ridiculous, inlup- 
portable. When ſhe comes to compare 

you 
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yon with thoſe imaginary Heroes drefſed 
in Romances after the manner of the Gods, 
ſhe will be apt 'to eſteem you no longer, 
you will almoſt neceffarily become the 
Object of her contempt. On the other 
fide, be careful to put into her hands the 
Prophets and Apoſtles : Let this be her 
ordinary Employment. Let her make 
thereof the whole matter of her diverſion. 
O Holy and Divine School, where one 
learns to become like God himſelf, and 
to practiſe the Duties of an Angpelical 
perfection : 


Prayer is both the principal act of 
Devotion, and the moſt aſſured means 
to obtain Grace. Practiſe it, Sir, and 
| make your Wife practiſe the fame 
with exaCtneſs. Accuſtom your {elf to 
pray ofren to God with her in the 
midſt of your Family : Hymble your 
ſelves often rogether before that Eter- 
nal Majelty, from whom you expect all 
your good things, and all your Com- 
forts, Let him hear ſeveral times in a 
day the voice of your heart with that 
of your mouth. Repreſent to him all 
your wants, and make appear in your 
Prayers a holy ardour, that may in- 

K 4 flame 


_— —_ 
q 0 = 
| $ 
- 


( 244 ) 


flame the zeal of your Wife. Were 


the the moſt unrealonable of Women, 
ſhe would become ' the Sweeteſt and 
moſt compliant, if you would confine 
your ſelf, as you ought, to the practice 
of tkis Daty. It is extreamly negletted 
now a-days in the moſt'part of Chriſtian 
Families, to their fhame be it ſpoken, 
and we have but too- much reaſon to ſay 
with the Poet, 


Virg. Hem pietas ! Heu priſca foaes ! 
#M1.6 


Above all, Sir, a man ovght to live in 

a good underſtanding with his wife, and 
to agree well' together in relation to Do- 
meſtick affairs. In the little ſtate of a 
Family, as well as in the great State of 
the Republick, concord is ablolately ne- 
ceflary for its ſubbiſtence. By that, ſays 
Saluſt, the leaſt things become great, 
and without it the greateſt are of no ac- 
count, Concordia res parve creſcunt. Liſ- 
cordia maxime dilabuntur. When 

<:l.in a Husband and Wife milunder- 
Jug ſtand one another, and each fol- 
lows bis own caprice or deſign, all 

is loſt, the family falls of courſe. This 
| , 4 
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re Ns called in our Proverbial Language t9- 


d 
(> 


_- 


"Light a Candle at both Ends, If you 


con't inſtruct your Wife in your affairs, 


-and manage all rhings without her par- 


ticipation, ſhe will eaſily be perlwaded 
of one of thele two things. Either ſhe 
will- believe that you are Rich, when 
perhaps you are poor : Or ſhe will ima- 
gin that you are poor, when it may be 
you are Rich. This double error will 
make her fall into a Couble excels. Et- 
ther ſhe wi!} become Prodigal, and be 
at a hundred lorts of vain and unprofi- 
table expences : Or the will become co- 
vetous, and ſpare even what's neceſlary. 
Both will be equally inconvenient for you. 
To avoid which, impoſe upon your ſelf 
tis Law of accounting to- her your ad- 
miniſtration. Let her know from time ta 
time the terms you are in with Fortune; 
Undertake nothing of moment without 
her :dvice. Icis both juſt 2nd advantage- 
ous for you to do fo, For what end have 
the Laws and cultoms eſtabliſhed com- 
munity of goods between Husbands and 
Wives, but to inform us, that as both 
oupht to contribute their utmoſt cares to 
make it good, fo it is juſt that the Hufl: 
bands who are maſters thereof, ſhoald in 
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form their Wives of tlie good or evil, 
the loſs or the advantage of it. ls it 
not a thing which repards them in com- 
mon ? would ir be reafonabie for them 
to be always ignorant of their own af- 
fairs? and can they bear with ſuch un- 
juſt Husbatids, whole firgle aim is to 
hold them perpetually in 1gsorance, to 
deceive them, and to conceal al] things 
from them ? 1t is not to be acmired ar. 
if they find themlcIves miſtaken, and if 
their wives praClilſe on their fide ſuch 
methods as di{pleale them. Let a wiſe 
be never {ſo patient ard eaſy, it is im- 
poſſible ro bear for ever with a Husband, 
who uſes her like a 7#rkh or oor, and 
not as his wife, but as his Servant. Where- 
fore I ſaid, that it was for his advantage to 
treat her otherwiſe, and to dilcover to her 
the whole bottom of his heart and his af- 
airs. In effect, beſides that this will pleaſe 
her, and that ſhe will find her {elf obliged 
to a Husband that has fo much complai- 
ſance for her, ſhe will learn by this means 
to regulate her expences, and to manage 
her elf after a manner proportion'd to 
the condition of the family. What is more 
important, and deſerves more applicati- 
on, than the praclice of this Precept ? 

But 
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Burt-this is erough concerning the me. 
thods Husbands ought ro praCtiſe to- 
wards th:ir wives, in order to live hap- 
py in their Society. Now let us ſee in 
a few words, to 'the end we may con- 
clude this work, to what this delign en- 
gages them with relation to their Chil- 
dren, This, Sir, is one of the Springs, 
trom whence as | have ſaid, proceeds to 
married perlons all their happineſs, or 
all cheir Misfortune. In effect, when a 
man has Children, that ſeem. to be well 
born, and in whom appear the marks 
of a true wiidom, as milerable as he is, 
and how preat ſoever rheir number is, 
he finds therein the motives of a very 
{weet Conſolation. On the other fide, 
what is more afflicting than to have ſuch 
as are Vicious, and of unwile conduct ? 
Solomon allures us of bothz Filins ſapi- 
ens, ſays he, latificat Patrem. Filins ſtul- 
tus dolor eſt Patris. A wile Son rejoices the 
Father, the fooliſh Son is the grief of the 
Father, 

From thence vou may judge of what 
importance education is, and how necel- 
tary it 1s to give Children a good one, 
Educatio & diſciplina mores facit, ſays 
Seneca. Plutarch regards it as a new birth, 
which 
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which we take in the boſom of our Ma- 
ſters. And Ariftorle puts thoſe Maſters, 
who have taught us the art of living well in 
the rank of thoſe to whom we can ne- 
ver acquit our {elves of the obligation, 
Magpiſtris, Diis, & Parentibus non poteſt 
reddi aquivalens. They are all equally 
reaſonable. For if it be true, that Preminm 
wvirtutis eft bona mnſtitutio, it neceſſarily 
follows, both that Education is whats ve- 
ry confiderable for men, and that we are 
no leſs obliged ro our fathers for having 
given us a good one, than for our life 
1t ſelf; and that we can never ſhew ac- 
knowledgment enough. 'TFis a great deal, 
I confeſs, to have received a being, bur 
1 dare afbrm that it is infiuitely more 
to have received a good one. Birth 
gives us one common with beaſts: Bur 
"tis Education that preſents us with the 
other, and which renders us in fome 
kind, like to the Angels, 


But, Sir, if a good Education be ve- 
ry important with relation to the Chil- 
dren, it is no lefs in regard of the Fa- 
thers. If it be to the onea principle of 
wild: m, it is one of good fortune to the 
others. As I have laid, a Father cannor 

be 
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be happy, if his Children be unwiſe. 
The one is a neceflary ſtep tro the 0- 
ther. From whence appears the indi{pen- 
fible obligation of a Father to ſacrifice 
with pleaſure his cares and his ſubſtance 
for the infrution of his Children, and 
the forming of them ro good manners. 
When he has the advantage of ſucceeding 
herein, he taſts in Marriage that 'felici- 
ty which ! have ſpoken of in my firſt 
part : that is to ſay, what is moſt agree- 
able, and delightful in the World. 


All Fathers, *tis true, are not in a condi- 
tion to advance thetr Children to Sciences, 
nor capable of teaching them themfelves. 
] confeſs, this is a misfortune for both. 
I'know very well that Sciences are not 
ablolutely neceſlary to bring men to 
the habits of wildom. They may be - 
obtained, | grant, without them, Not- 
withRanding it muſt be agreed on, that 
they may be of great uſe rowards it, 
and that Philoiopher, doubtl-cts, had rea- 
ſon to place in the number of thole prin- 
cipal Subje&ts he had to thank God 
for, that he was a Philolopher. In ef- |} 
te.there is much lels corruption amongſt 
the Learned, than among(t others. Their 
X Vice 
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vice is les in the heart, than in tke un. 
& derſtanding, and it conſiſts more in opi. 
 nion than in actian. As imperfect as 
knowing men are, they always make 
appear in theif condut. ſome degrees 
of honeſty, which diſtinguiſh them ro 
advantage. If knowledge has corrupted 
men, it has been by accident, after the 
lame manner that the Sun infects com- 
mon Sinks and Carcalles. Ir has been 
often abuled, I confets, but in the bor- 
rom notning is beter of it ſelf, Would 
to God, taid 2ojes, that all thele People 
were Prophets! There is not a Father 
bur ought to make the ſame wiſh for 
+ his Children, to defire they might be- 
come Learned, and to ule his laſt endea- 
vours to obtain them this advantage, 
as the greateit of all goods, 


Obſerve, Sir, that to ſucceed well in 
the Education of Children, one muſt go 
in the midſt of two oppoſite extremi- 
ties, and preſerve a juſt temper berween 
ſeverity and indulgence. Love and 
' Fear ought to divide the whole chriſti- 
/ an Education on the childrens fide, as 
* correction and inſtruction on the fathers. 
If you give them too large a freedom, 

they 
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they will deſpiſe you: If you allow 
them none they will hate you. If 
you have roo much indulgence for 
them, they will become licentious: If 
you are too auſtere, they will be too re- 
lerv'd. In a word, if you make appear 
too much iweernels in your conduQl, theirs 
will be extieamly loole. On the other 
fide, if you never look upon them but 
with an angry eye, you make them vio- 
lent, extravagant, and inſenfible of all 
your Exhortations. You fee then how 
neceſſary it is to joyn theſe two things 
together in paternal dilcipline. A Fa- 
ther ought in ſome meafure to imitate 
God herein, of whom the Propher ſays, 
That in the midſt of his chaſtiſements 
\ be always thinks of Mercy. The Father, 
'tis true, is the ſovereign Magiſtrate of _ 
his Family, and as ſuch he ought to try 
his children, and puniſh them when he 
finds them guilty. But if he condemns 
them as a Judge, he onght to chaſtile them 
as a Father, that is to lay, with huma- 
nity, and emotions of Love, 


(252) 


; Pro peccato magno panlum ſup- 
ns plicij ſatis eſt patri, 
Sc, 2. A ſmall puniſhment atones for 
a great fault with a father, 


This manner of aCting is in effet a 
very good Way to make us be loved and 
feared of our children : For as 
Qrin. De- Quirrilianlays perfectly well, 
clam. 4» Flures moribus quam UIribus 
vincinius, We reduce them 
much betrer to their duty by a loft and 
familiar conduct, than we can ever be a- 
ble to do by for:e and violence, And 
altho? one ſhould always prelerve a cer- 
tain grave Character with them, which 
may obrain relpect, yet it is much bet- 
ter to retain. them in their duty by love, 
than by fear: By a modeſt Liberty, 
than too levere a conſtraint, 


Pudore & Liberalitate libcros 
Retinere ſatius fe creao, quam 
: metu, 
Jer. Pm of the opinion that *tis the 
tafer way to Keep our children 
within their duty by modetty 
and Liberaliry than fear. 
Thus, 
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Thus, Sir, 1 have finiſhed my deſigns ? 
Which was, to ſhew you the Excellen- 7 
cy, Neceſſity, and Happineſs of Marriage. * 
, | Nothing more remains for me, but to * 
make wiſhes for the proſperity of yours, 
when it ſhall pleaſe God to eſtabliſh you 
therein. 


Dij faciant poſſis gaudere fidels 
conjuge, F 

Gods grant you the Joy of a 
faithful Wife. 


I wiſh you this advantage with all my 
heart. Without it, of what ſervice * 
would all the reſt be? I hope it will 
not be wanting to you, and that God } 
at length will hearken to my prayers 
upon this ſubject. | 
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as 1 Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Trae the influence of 
Jour: Name; but leaſt the 
value of the ; thing 
FO a'contempt from 
rito' the Author. © 
But then I confiderd, that 


alchough you would certain- 
; diſcover the meanne(s of 


this attempt, yet you, were 


<ndned with a ſufficient ſhare 


E...of goodneſs, not to miſcon- 
| _ £tive the honeſt end; The 


firſt oppoſed y growing 1n- 
Clination to wn you the Pa- 
tron hereof : the Taſt adviſed} 


me to £0 on, as being incep- 
ſiſtent with .cenſuxe, '0r | 


_—_— 
Ss 4 % » 51 W vs 
eu arc in age Sir, 6 


| a9 hart $626k 


- 


Te p 
Office of "irons, As velp 
upon the account of your 4 
ſtance from our - inferiour- 
Orb , as in. regard to the 
fair endowments of, your 
© mind: both implying good- 
- nefs in a conſpicuous de-- 
fil gree- 

off | As to my Author, I duct | 
| venture to allert, that he has ;' 
- manag'd* hin afclf like a man | 
- of Honeſty and Parts, 2 


& Ty 


"0 his" uot: are as” matgt 
MN and perſuaſive 45 the Subje> | 
1 will bear, and it any thing 
renders him of els value, * tis [| 
the 11] performance of i 
Tranſlation, which, Ibcheve, J | 
is made worſe by che miſtake; K| i | | 
of the Prine--,, _=_— 
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and of 'which 'St. Paul 
Jays, That it were better 1. Cer. 7. 4, 
to marry, than burn. In 
a word, who doth not know that 
«can never lawfully extinguiſh this fire 
ut in .the boſome of his'Spouſe, an 
in drinking 'the wats 
Prov, 5. ts- *Of her Ciſtern, To ſpe: 
with 'the wiſe man 
'How. excellent is Marriage in a 
theſe reſpets:? How advantagiou 
For man ? 
it is no Helis, Sir, with relation tt 
"the world. Without it one may z 
firm .one 'of theſe two things, eithe 
that the 'Creature had been deprive 
-of [its :end, which was to multip| 
in i:farjtewn the individuals of hr 
JadZT-Aind ; Of 22% If that had bee) 
accompliſhed, it could only have bee 
by ways indireQ, unjuſt, violent, ar 
criminal-: which would have brougt 
the world into. confuſion , and mai 
king it the Threater of all ſorts « 
immodeſty, diſorders, and abominati 
ons. Marriage produces that good 
and prevents this evil. It. anſw 
the end Ip my by God, and fave 
the, world trom ruine. It peopk 
SA tne 
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e carth with inhabitants, and keeps 
Dp amongſt them wiſdom and mo- 
ſty. It gives to each Sex ts le- 
itimate uſe, and is a bridle to their 
temperance , ſecuring vertue from 
| inſults, and violence. 
After all this ſhould one admire, 
at in all well regnlated States ſuch 
finite care has been taken to cauſe 
1 exatt obſervation of Marriage ? 
it a wonder, that in the Republick 
Lyexrgus, the haters of it ſhould 
excluded from publick ſports, Spe- 
acles, and entertainments ? Can one 


ſurpriſed, that in the Common- 
ealth of Plaro, Batchelors of 3x 
27s were accounted infamous ? In 
word, it is miraculons that in all 
nes, and even amongſt ghe barba- 


ations, a particular deference 
been payed to married men, and 
at Marriage has been much more 
teemed than Celibacy ? It is, Sir, 
e foundation of the world, and the 
xhauſtable ſource of Families. 'Tis 
which gives Citizens to Cities, 
abitants to Provinces, and Subjects 
Kingdoms. 'Tis that which af- 
as Kings to _— and People 
2 (60) 
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to Kings: ?Tis that which furniſ 
[the Country with Labourers, the T 

bunals with Judges, the Churches wi 
;Preachers, and the Armies, with $0 
diers. ?Tis that which has produt 
Heroes on Earth, ,and Gods in Ht 
.yen. - Poets have married Gods, 
well as Men., Saturze had his Ce! 
-and Jupiter his Juno, both which ha 

been Mothers of ſeveral-of thoſe f: 
Diviaities, which Pagan antiquity f 
-merly adored. :In a word, 'tis 
_Tlage «that -gives life to Arts and 
-Ences;; Fhat keeps up Traftick; T 
maintains Societies, and to whic 
owing the greateſt part of thoſe whi 
ſome. Laws and prudent Diſcipli 
: without which the world would 
but a Cavern of Thieves. Can it 
.too muck*eſteemed after this ? / 
needs there any more to prove, tt 
nothing is better , or more ex 
lent, if you except a,,;real con 
nence ? 

- Yes, Sir, there is required mor 
for one may make appear that it 
ach .in a manner yet more conv 
cingly. You will be ſatisfied of 
Af you conſider it with me, Ei 


( 29.) 

the bond of the moſt perfe&, moſt 
ect; 'and moſt wholſome of all hu- 
ane” Conjuntions. And Secondly, 
the exerciſe of ' the” moft lawtul, 
dſt agreeable, and moſt abiolute au- 
ority of the world. 

Noth'ng unqueſtionably 15 more 
rfect' than” this union , in reſpect 
its ſubject, -to its end, and” to its 
anner, Marriage unites Man and 
oman ; that is to ſay , what there 
of moſt excellent, and moſt perfeC' 
the: corporeal nature : what reſem- 

in it ſelf all the Beautys' of this 
eat Univerſe : what alone is of 
pre value, than all the other Crea- 
es together. In fine, what by the 
derſtanding and reafon, with which 
1s-*endowed' to the exclnfion of 
other Creatures, has merited © 

> glorious name of the Image of : 
Ml, 

What do you imagine to be the 
ſt part of this ſubje&? It. is a 
leſtial Soul: It is an immortal 
Irit, an angelical and immaterial 
vitance. It is a being; that partakes 
ſome ſort of that of God himſelf. 
eca goes yet further. When he 
| C 3, con- 
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conſiders its excellency, he will- har: 


| it to: be God himſelf, who, that 


I may fay, is come to lodge withit 
our bodies. Q:4d aliudvoces anima 

rift, Deum in humano co 
Sen, Ep. 32. pore hoſpitem. *T1s that 

makes St. Auſtin ſay 
That after God, nothing is better 
than the Soul, Anima poſt Dewn ni 
bil melins. 

As to the Body, which is the « 
ther part that Marriage unites it 
the Man and woman, we may afhri 
that as miſerable as it 1s in relati 
on. to its ſubſtance, and to the va 
rious accidents to which it 1s ſub 
jcQ, it is notwithſtanding the mo 
perfect and moſt excellent work 0 
Nature, in reſpect of its compoſition 
which, 'as the Pſalmiſt ſo ellegant! 
aſſerts, is all embroadery : of its ai 
which is to ſerve as an organ to thi 
Soul, and to be as it were its Or 
nament, Corpus eſt weſtimentum 4 
vime, ſays, St. Chryſoſiom, The Bod 
is the Garment of the: Soul ; and ut 
a word of its uſfe,- which is to 
imployed in the moſt noble, mol 


. neceſlary, ard moſt Important actio 
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Behold then the firſt perfe&ion of 
fraiage : viz, That it unites. Bo+: 
ies and: Souls ; that it joynes toge- 
her the two fineſt Creatures in the 
Vorld ; That it is a compoſition that 

moſt rare and precious in the eſ- 
nce of things. This kind of Unton: 
| ſeen no where. elſe, nor in any 
her ſabje&t. The Conjun&ion- of 

e Stars 1s. a- Union purely corpo-- 

|, the Copulation of: Beaſts is a 
Inion purely carnal; Fornication is 
Union of Body withont Soul : And 
riendſhip; as ſtrong as: it may be 
wixt two friends, is notwithſtands 
g buta U jon of Souls without Bo- 
y, There is nothing,.but Marriage, 
at truly unites Bodiegwadd Souls 
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dgather. "Y 3 | 
Its ſecond perfe&tion confilks -in its- 
d; which according to nature is. 
W multiply men : according /to grace 
to encreaſe the number of 'the 'E- 
a: and according to Nature and 
"race to retain the Sexes in'the 
punds of Wiſdom , Modeſty , and 
Woneſty, in removing the diforders- 
 debanchery. What can be more 
orthy of God and Man, than «this 
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I fay, inthe. laft place', that tl 
mahner- of this Union likewiſe make 
upone of its beauties. Marriage dot! 
not only joyn the Bodies, it alſo n 
nites the Souls. *Tis much, I confeſ 
but there is ſti!l ſomething inco 
parably. greater. It not only unite 
Bodies. and Souls, but O furpriſin 
wonder # of two Bodies 'and tw: 
Souls, it makes one and the fan 
Perſon. Man and Wife, fays Jeſu 
Chriſt, are no more two, but one fic 
Ariſtotle affirms of a real friendſhi 
that/at 1s a ſonl which inhabits 1 
two: Bodres. But the union of Marr 
age is. ſtill much more intimate. The 
are no more two Badies, bunt one fin 
gle BodyyFo more two Souls, but on 
iingle Sonl. They are no- longer ty 
Podies tyed- to one Soul : No lonz 
er two" Souls confounded in one Bt 
dy. *Tis a ſomething, I know n 
what, which 1s not abſolutely one 
CVother, but is more than both, an 
cannot be expr:ſſd. 

Poſſibly the Comick. Poet thoug 
of 'nothing leſs than to. repreſent! 
us the. wonder of this Union, wht 
he made the diverting peice: of 
: wh 


- 


-" ue Y 
Anphytrion. It is notwithſtandirg” ' 
what he doth after the moſt natu- 
ral way imaginable in the Scene of 
the two Soſias, He makes them to- ' 
be of ſo perfect a reſemllance, that 
they look upon one another as one 
and the ſame perlon. They are not 
at all diſtinguiihable. "They aretwo 
in number, Yet but one 4n aQtion and : 
movement. They always Tpeakby T, 
and not by We. They do not ſay, .. 
thou art there, and ] -am here; but] 
am there, I am here, Plantws expreſſes  : 
it in his Language with ;an emphaſis - 
we cannot render inours, © What you: : 
« would perſuade me''no' body ever 
© heard ſays Amphytrion'to Sofia, that. 7 
* one man ſhould be at 'the ſame - 
* time in. two different. places. 


Nemo unquam homo antc- | 
bac ade 
Vidit nec poteſt fieritem- Anpbyts, | 
pore un9 AR a. Sc. i *-| 
Homo 1m duobus locis | ; 


«* moment . here and inthe Houſe, 
: 0 g. 
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Qro id malim patto poteſ# 
Fieti,nunc uti tu bic ſis & Doeni,jd dj- 
ci volo. | 


«Yon may well be aſtontſhed. at 


* what I have told you, replies Soſa; 
« but it is.a_ manifeſt truth. 


Sum profeito &F his & ili. 
IL an. there and there, 


Nothing, I confeſs, is more Thea- 
tral than: theſe: ways of ſpeaking, 
but it muſt be granted alſo that no- 
thing better explains the nature of 
this ſtrit union that Marriage makes, 
There are no- words that can exaCt- 
ly repreſent it, One ought for that 
end to compole a new Grammar, 
One cannot ſpeak of it but in making 
Soleciſms, and in confounding the 
plural with the ſingular, and the fin- 
gular with the plural. They are no 
more two, but one fleſh, ſays God 
himſelf of Man and Woman: They 
- are one in two perſons. Fhzy are 
but one perſon in two- bodies. Arj- 
#4 due, two Souls. Animus cn 
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mind... Item Velle, idem nolle, and 6ne” 
will, There happens nothing to one,... 
but what arrives to t'other. "The 
Husband and- the Wife feel the ſame 
hings;. They ſuffer the ſame evils. 
They enjoy the ſame good- things. 

rief and+ joy make the- fame im- 
preſſions 4n each of-them.” Adorbo de= + 
inetur unus ? Detinentur duo; . Adverſa.- 
mremunt unum ? Senſus in utroque eft , #--- 
rrumque riſus, utrumque lachryme: Prof- - 
era  letaque tenert "unum ? ' tenent K+ 

2-Mrrzmgze AS the Phylopher :{o well | 
:xpreſles in Seneca: The [ame diſtempers - 
end misfortunes reach both. If one laugh ſo - 
doth the otkertheir tears are the ſame, &C. . 

This is too ſtrong for- a ſunple. : 
riendſhip : -Such a:. one- as this never - 
appeared.. Or if ſuch a' one has been.” 
ound ;, one+ muſt neceſſarity. ſuppoſe: 

- to be more- than a union ob Spi- - 

its, You know that another was - 

practiſed frequently enough-amongſt 

he Pagatis, which might' much con=- - 

ribute to the making-of ſuch-friends, 

but which is ſo ſcandalousto — i 

hat you muſt be contented to read» | 

tinthe firſt Cliapter of: St.- Pax{to> 

he Awans, without. bearing it named: 
Buty., 


| \ 
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But, Sir, if you-would be perfecth 
.convinced that there is nothing in 
ture more excellent than Marriage, 
you are only to look upon it with 
relation to the great myſteries it re 

- preſerits. The holy Spirrt has: made 
uſe of in-a thouſand: places in our Di. 
Vine Scriptures to reſtthe to.us the 
tenderneſs of the Father under theM: 
Law; and of the charity of the Son 

ander the Goſpel. 7mnil 
Hhſea- 2. eſpouſe thee to me for & 
ver. # will eſpouſe thee t 
me in juſtice, in. judgment, in mercy, aull 
in compaſſion. I will eſpouſe thee nit 
conſtancy, and thou ſhalt call me thy Huſ- 
band, ſaid God himſelf to his ancient 
Iſrael. I have appropria 
2; Core 11, red you, ſaid alſo St. Paul 
Eph.'5. 23.32. to the new People, t 
one fimgle Husband to pre 
fent you as a ehaſt Virgin, to Jeſus Chriſt 
Beſides the  C hurch is called the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, and the' Spouſe of the 
Lamb, the Song of Sengs is nothing 
elſe but the Epithalamiunr of this Dt- 
$| vine Marriage. - Thus God was Mar- 

0] Tied with the Jewiſh Church, Jeff 

|| Elriſt js alſo Married with the be | 


> #iShKHOcS aw  - ft as _ Ht 
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Man Church. *Tis thus the Sacred 
Authors repreſent to us that intimate 
union of the Faithful with the Divi- 
th nity, and Fleſh of Chriſt. ?Tis thus 
cM they inſinuate to us that profound- 
de: neſs of love we find in his heart. 
"-' Tis thus they inſtruct us how dear 
hel we are to him and it;, as we ought 
nel to make our intereſts of his , ſo he 
on never fails to make ours his own. 

ul The ancient Doctors have carticd 
MM yet further, the perfeQion of _Marri- . 
vi :ge, when they conſidered * it as the 
4 natural Image of the Hypoſtatick uni- 
it" on of the two Natures in Chriſt. 
MF One muſt ackr.owledege. in effett ' that 
nt nothing diſcovers to us better the bot- 
a tom of 'this adorable myſtery. As 
wwe have ſeen, of one Man and one 
v8 Woman Marriage makes but one and 
re the ſame perſon: they are no-more 
0 two, but one fleſh. From thence pro- 
0-F cecds this reaſoning of St. 7au!, that 
he he who loves his Wite loves him- 
ng ſelf. The Son of God- being alſo 
21- united to our Fl-ſh., is become the 
r- Son of Man. He doth not think it 
a point of uſurpation to make himſelf 
equal to God, and” notwithſtanding 
5 2608 Fx 


& 
in uniting himſelf to ns by the 
carnation, . he is become fleſh of on 
fleſh, and' bone of our bone. By th 
incomprehenſible force of this uni, 
he has ceaſed to be ſimply. God, nei 
ther. is he become ſimply Man. 
has reunited in one and the ſame per 
ſon thoſe-two oppoſite Natnres, whict 
make him to be our Emanuel. Go 
with us. He 1s not only Man, hei 
Man-God. He is not only God, hej 
God-Man : but as in- Marriage, the 
union which is made, as intimate 

If is, yet deſtroys n«t the ſubſtan 
of the two parties which compoſe j 
each preſerving its own with its eſſen 
tial qualities : So the Hypoſtatick u- 
-nion of the two Natures in Chriſ 
confounds them not. The one is not 
abſoly'd by the other. They both ſub-We 
faſt in him after- a diſtin& and inexWr 
preſſible manner, . without any alter; 
tion of their eſſential qualities. Do 
not imagine with the Neſtorians tw 
perſons ; there is but one. Do not 
| 2800 to your ſelf with the £, 
tichians a ſingle Nature : there aretwc 

In a word, the Ancients affirm 
Marriage, that it is the.Symbol of the 
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non. of regenerate Souls with God? 
Whey are all in him, and he in alk 
em. As he who joyns himſelf to- 
Wife, becomes one and the ſame 
dy with her : So, ſays 
. Paul, He who is pyn- 1 Cor-6.1 6,17 - 
to the Lord, is made John 17. 21, 
e and the ſame Spirit 
kh him. It is by the efficacy of this 
 bWyſtical union that Jeſus Chriſt aid 
if the whole budy of his 
het, That they are but one Gal. 2. 20, 
th him, and with his Fa- 
cr 5 That his Apoſtle ſays, He hves 
» more, but that it is Jeſus Chriſt who 
ves in bim;, And that the holy Spouſe- 
ys, That her well-beloved | 
tains to her, andſhe Cant. 2. 16. 
her well-beloved. It is 
e divine Love that is the efficient 
zwſe of this myſtical union. ?Tis 
at which produces in us this holy 
tamorphoſic, *Tis that whichtrans- 
rms us into. God Nimfſelf. Solus a> 
oor eſt, quo convirtimur ad Deum, tranſ=- 
rmamur in Deum, ad heremus Deo, ut 
, HIMS —_ cum eo, Said a.learn- 
- man, Tis love alone by which we are 
nd 10 God, transforms itito God, we 
| Pick. 
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Pick to: God that we may be one Sy 


with him. ©© O Love ! that always bur 
@ and.1is never extiuguiſhed ! Infla 
©me all over with thy fire, to t 
« end, that being conſumed by t 
<« ſweet flames of thy affection, I m 
« be never ſenſible of any other lo 
ſaid . alſo the ſame holy Soul. Ht 
much, I beſeech you, ought one to d 
termine in all theſe proſpetts for ti 

erfe&ionand excellency of Marriag 

All other Societies are tranſitc 
unfertile, made up of nothing ; or( 
a pure temporal intereſt, This ( 
Marriage is cnly eternal. Death 
ſelf, that puts an end to all, da 
not always conclude this, ' becauſe 
doth not only- unite *the Budies : 
unites alſo_ the Souls. 


| Trajicit & fati littora mil 
Propert. lib. 1. ns — 
Elez. 19 Stn, . : "BEE 
fleftit retro. 


It is likewiſe very fertile, and tl 
fruits which it produces are m6 
precious than all the Gold of * 
Tudies. Thy Wiſe, ys the Propht 


41 
all be in thy Houſe, as 
Vine abounding in fruits  Pjat. 128. 3- 
4 thy Children like O- 
ve branches round about thy table. In 
word, as I have already ſaid, no- 
ing is more difiatereſſed than the 
ove of a Wife. She loves her Huf- 
Wand for the ſake of himſelf, and be- 
auſe ſhe is eafily perſuaded that in 
is reſpe&t nothing ought to appear 
Wnore aimable to her. 

To know its wholeextent, and how 
ar it goes, you need only - to read 
he Song of Songs in the Bible : There 
70u will perceive the Air, and diſ- 
over the ſecrets of a certain plea- 
ure which charms the heart , and 
tranſports the Sonl in ſpight of it 
ſelf, Ir is filled with expreſſions ſo 
tender,-and fignres ſo effetting, that 
one muft be harder than a Rock not 
WW: be wrought upon therewith. I 
know very well, that the principal 


ZO 


delign of the Holy Spirit, that di- - 


Ctated to S»lomon, was to repreſent 
W.fo us the flames of the Divine-Love, 
and the- myſtical union of Chriſt and 
tis Church. But ' we 'can never be 
able to: frame to -our ſelves. the ex- 
Tf.” _ cellency 


4.7 
cellency thereof, unleſs we ſuppo 
the ſame things in the conjugal uni 
on, ſince the .one is imploy'd ther 
in as the lively Image of the other 
This being ſo, it is impoſlible to ex 
preſs the ſweetneſs and ſatisfaction 
of a happy Marriage. This wiſe Kin 
{peaks to us of it in ſuch magnificent 
terms, and expoſes to our eyes a 
its delights in ſo pleaſant a manner 
that one is tranſported almoſt out off 
himſelf. One talks of nothing therP* 
but of my Love, my particular Friend 
my Dove, my perfect one, my Siſter 
my Spouſe, of ſarfeiting with Love, 
of Myrrhe, of Aloes, of Aromatici 
ſmells; of pafling the day with hi 
well-beloved under the ſhade of Palm- 
Trees,and amidſt the flowers of Pome- 
granets > and the night, on the boſom 
and between the breaſts of the faire 
amongſt Women, All this, tis true, 
ought to exalt. our minds above the 
objeQs - of the ſenſes, and to put be- 
fore our eyes the ineffable ſweetneſs 
of-our Communion with Jeſus Chriſt, 
the real* Spouſe of our ſouls : But 
who doth not ſee yet further, that 
marr ought to find in theunion of Mar- 

Tlage 


age well near the ſame pleaſures 
at the faithful diſcover in [their v- 
ion with God : ſince the firſt 18as 
were the Plan and Model of the 
cond, and that the pleaſures of the 
xcond cannot be real, if the pleaſure 

Wt the firſt is not ſo ? 
M ln fine, I add that nothing is more 
rholſome than this union. Marriage 
s of it ſelf the undoubted way to 
Waradiſe. If an infinite mmber of 
xerſons go aſtray, and make it the 
ay of Hell, it is becauſe they praftiſe 
ot its pure maxims, and remove 
hemſelves from the ends which it 
ropoſes. God has inftituted it tobe 
n excellent remedy for Man againſt 
.{Wicontinence ; and by conſequence to 
.{Wontribute wonderfully to his Salva- 
ion, by carrying him to Wiſdom and 
antity, He likewiſe deſigird it for 
im to be a perpetual means of in-. 
Wrealing his vertues. One has a Wife. 
.Pne has a Husband. They muſt be 
oved : They muſt be ſupported : And 
n ſpite of their proper infirmities, 
hey muſt make it a continual joy to 
oſſeſs one another, by a love of 
omplaiſance which appears in no 
other. 


44+ 
other Society. One has Childrey, 
they muſt. be inſtruQed. One muf 


labour to make them good in their: 


kinds, They muft have examples 9 
goodneſs. One muſt inſtill into theit 
minds wholſome principles. In a word, 
one nwſt endeavour to ſave them, 
Can one afford them for their $al. 
vation the cares which Nature and 
Grace require, without taking ſome 
for ones own ? One has troubles: 
One has diſpleaſures : One has triby- 
lations : Alas ! whohas not-? 


O quam dura premit miſer 

Cornel. Ga?.. condztio vite ! 
ilege 2. O! how hard a ſtate of life 
opprelſes the miſerable 


One muſt digeſt'them in patience: 
One muſt receive them with humili- 
ty from the hand which diſpences 
them: One muſt recollect all rhe 
motions of real faith and hope to i 
void being overwhelmd with their 
weight, and to diſcern through all 
theſe miſeries, that hand of God who 
delivers when it is time, and who 
by an adorable diſpenſation often- 

p LLMe 
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imes makes of them in a Chriſtian 
Marriage a ſource of Benediction and 
race : as they are one of Salvation 
nd SanAification. , 
It is,Sir,with the virtue of a 'Batche- 
our, and that of a married Man, as 
ith avarice and liberality. This re- 
nuires nothing but communication. 
'hat has nothing for its aim but re- 
riction... One has: the hand always 
pen, becauſe it loves to diffuſe it 
elf, and the other has it always 
hut , becauſe it has no pleaſure in 
pifts, The vertue of Celibacy with 
he men of this world 1s a dead virtue, 
hat is of no uſe, nor profits any 
body. Which made Tertullian ſay ve- 
y eloquently, Malo nul- 
Wm bonum quam vanum. Tertull. lib, 1. 
Ouid prodeft eſſe, quud eſſe 4e pud. 
on prodeſt ? It 1 an idle, 
barren, particular virtue, and which 
Merminates in the ſole ſ1bje&, to which 
IrMWit'is faſtned. In a word it is a virtue 
ff a carnal temparament or prudence, 
rhich has nothing of nobleneſs in it 
ſelf, and which, if one examines it 
near, will appear to be founded up- 
Mn the motives of a ſoft delicacy. _ 
| The - 
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The virtue of Marriage on the! 
therſide , -is a living and fructifyir 
,virtue. It 'is a produQtve virt 
which tends only. to multiplicatic 
It is a publick virtue, It is a virt 
of example, Omnibus patct. It is 
virtue of choice and election. It 
- a virtne of force and victory, and 
only ſo upon the account of the gre: 
Cifhcutries it has to engage with, 
tus dum patitur vincit, as a Poet ſajl 
Virtue whilſt it ſuffers conquers. 


Certamen aufer ne quidem virtns erit. 
Withont oppoſition and engagir 
their would be no virtue, 


In a word, it is a virtue of uſe 
_ neſs and profitable to all the worl 
There is none perhaps but this, t 
which one may juſtly apply thel 
two verſes of Sententious Horace. 


eAque = rmpr prodef 
My. Ep. l. 1. locupletibus eque. 
Ep 1, e/Equenegleftum pueris | 
"nibuſque nocebit. 
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Tis equally advantagious to the 
poor and rich. 

And the neglect of it brings equal . 
damage to Boys and Old Men. 


WMAfter having ſhewn you the excel- 


icy of Marriage with relation to the 
vantage of its union, it is not un- 
to make it appear to you 'with _ 


--MWation to the authority it confers. 


7 nature we love to rule, and to be 
xerior. The defign of making them- 
ves equal to God, is what de- 
oy'd our firſt Parents. One finds 
hing ſo ſweet as the yu of 
inmanding others, and of being o- 
yd. The Sacred Author lets us 
ow that the - very Apoſtles diſpu- 


\W concerning precedence. It is cer- 


Is, 


del 


1 that ths Spirit of pre-eminence 
born with us: and one may ſay 
at it is perhaps 'the firſt of our 
linations. How much then ought 
n to eſteem Marriage , ſince it 


bes it in ſo agrecable a man- 


þ In effe&t, all cannot be Kings in 
Monarchy. Dukes in 'an Ariſto- 
7. States and Lords in a Demo- 
Cracy. 


"arias road. 
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*cracy. Heaven beſtows this hont 
but on a few. Yet theſe for the n 
part marry , and are in a right 
hope for Children. Thus, Sir, of 
humane dominions, the paternal is 
doubtedly moſt ancient and legitim: 
*Tis even that which has ſerved 2 
foundation to all others. 
.*: Methinks there 1s not enough « 
ſercance of this Soveraizn :anthor 
of Fathers over their Children, Th 
is not perhaps any thing in nat! 
1o pleaſant, or ſo admirable : W 
delight to ſee this people of f 
will, ſubjected to your wills : Alw 
diſpoſed to obey.you : always zeal 
for- your ſervice : always intereſ 
for whatſoever has relation to nt 


Do you ſpeak ? they reply to yallſn 


Do yon not ſpeak ? they remain 
ſilence; Do you blame ? they areſ 
miſſive. Do you command ? they 
full of joy. Do you give directiot 

they obey. Do you prohibit ? tl 
abſtain. Do you make appear to t 
an angry countenance ? they tren 
and are. frightned. Do you diſcc 
one of good humour and love ! | 


fill them *' with ' contentment, It 
wo 
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ord, you do even what you - pleaſe 
nong{t' them. You are the. Maſter 
f their good and evil deſtiny, With- 
ut ever demanding of you the rea- 
dns of your conduct'in their reſped* 
2y ſuppoſe it always full of wiſdom, 
d they take a pride in a blind ſub- 
iſſion-to it. As they are ſatisfied 
du can never do any thing to their 
rejudice, and that all your aim 1s but 


W procure their good : ſo they-ne-' 


er undertaking any thing ,.agalat 
ou, but on the other ſide: they. ef- 
t all they can to. give .you a telti- 
dny of their reſpeQ, their zeal, and 
knowledgment. In fine, there ne- 

was an authority: more agreea- 
e, or” moxe abſolute .than this. . It 
to a Father that this Verſe of Ju- 
al perteAly agrees, in relation to | 


is Children. 


doc vole, ſic-jubeo. Sit pro 


ratione Volunt 4s. \ 


hisl will,this 1 command, /** 5 5: 
my Will ismy Reaſon, 
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There 1s nothing - that .comeg; ney 
-er to. the Divialty, _ this. | 
- it 1s principally 4n this regard, ti 
gr is the lively image ofit., Wh 


Nobis parentes ſunt Deorum ima 
JET, It 

Our Parents are as the Images; 
.the Gods. 


"You will alledge perhaps that t 
great number of Subjects which tnak 
the felicity of other Governments, 
the misfortune of this, becauſe it mh 
needs be that all Children are 
of the character I repreſent the; 
How many: doth one ſee , that onili 
would ſwear they were born 1 

to be a perpetual torment to 
"Parents ? If one believes Euripid 
Amongſt a great multitude ſcarce wil Wir 
_pear 4 better man than his Father. Mins 
according to Sophocles. There are We 
better , but many worſe. I deny lr! 
the conſequence. It 1s but too | 
Every place 1s full of 1l-bern Ciln 
he 


-.dren, andunhappy Fathers. But, $ 
in ſpight of this ancient Prov: 
Heroum fily noxe, and whatever Whr 
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gets affirm, it muſt notwithſtanding 


b 


a 


- | 


xe granted, that it is chiefly among * 
he ſcum of the people that appexr * 


heſe unnatinal Children, who 1n- 
ringe all the rights of Nature, aud 
;Irace of Heaven and Earth , like 
ther Chams and other Abſalomiem- 
lloy their facraligious hands, either 
o diſhanour or perſecute their Fq- 
2rs. This is rarely ſeen amongſt 
he generous ſart;, and in Famahes 
ll orderd. I add, that there are 
ery few Fathers, = _=_ 
hey wilt , enjoy with -pladdure: ghar 
pram Authority ;which-God /has 
ven them over Ccheir Children: *Tis 
x thing which depends only upon 
Wducation, and the manner of bring- 
ag them UP. & i 3 Bets 
\ There are three things which ex- 
reamly favour. this paternal goyern- 
nent, and may much contribute to 
ender it agreeable and propitious. 
he firſt is, That Fathers d> them- 
lves form their own ' Subjefts, nat 
dnly by the birth they take from 


hem, but alſo by the education which. 


ey-give them. They are in ſome 
art Maſters of their minds, Nature 
D 2 puts 


(52) 
"puts .them- into their, hands, like# 
-zed:: Tables, wherein 1s nothing, , 
yer written. They. may 4mpri- 
on them ſuch -Maxims, as they thi ; 
fit, -They find : there ' no reliſtana þ 
{They receive thez,propenſity . tha. 
- would give them * Ithout any ( 


;poſition: | 
Apron : hq Ut quiſque - ſmum wult 


F-- ha : eſſe, ita eſt. 


.Inſomuch cthat . it depends only 

_ err = fore ___ of | 

yINg, - Ce ng. ! Y ai 

: have 'the' 'power to make them. wil 
It is their own fault if the 

fer that Empire whereo Sen 

rms, That the chiefeſt, ſtreng 

conkits 'in - the lore | | 

Sen t. dee}. "SubjJecs.: Vnur oft I 

\C, 96 inexpugnabile muniment 

amor civinm. In fine, 

depends on them alone to inſpi 

them with- the ANTI PTR 
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40 ſemel eſt imbuta FEOe® 

ns, ſerveabit odorem Tefta Hor. Enif, 
» Rl [19. 1, Ep 
hat ent 3 Veſiel firſt - 

tkes, wil! affect it a great willle. 


For that end you waat nv fore 
f RhetOrick. There nccd3 bat your 
wn proper .cxample. - All Children © .. . 
n general are leafed to mate _ 
heir Fathers, and to do: all rhey ſee: © 
hem praftiſe. They copy-them e- : 
ernally in their way of a&@ion, in 
heir manners, and oftentimes in their : 
ery geſtures. Ana nnuſquifque [equi 
nam parentum, ſays St. Ambroſe. 'O- 
erktor” flins que viderit patron facient- 
», Rays Hikewife St, Auf. Thus 
othing 1s more important for Chil- 
Iren than example. But nothing alſo 
$ more commu:diouz for Fathers, ' 
ho- are capable of affording poo 
dnes:-*They may by this means fave 
In infinite number of words and diſ- 
ourſes; ' If we believe St Bernard, 
xample-1s the beſt of Sermons. Se- 
mins & efficax excmplum operis eff. 
ind after Seeca, there is no ſhort= 
vo td 
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er road to virtue, Lon 
Sen, Ep. 6. gum tter ct pcr pracepta: 
breve & efficax per exemp- 
iz, Long is the way by Precepts, 
ſhort and efficacious by Examples 
The ſecond advantage of this go- 
verniment, whereof I ſpeak, is fonnd- 
ed- upon the hope, which all Subjeds 
entertain @f holding one day or 0- 
ther the ſame place their Fathers do, 
and of becoming in their turn the 
Kings of their Children. Therefore 
if they have never fo. ſmall a ſtock 
of reaſon,, they will take care to 
practice towards . their Fathers thoſe 
duties, which they would be diſplea- 
fed to ſee unpractiſed towards them, 
when they ſhould pofleſs the throne 
of Paternity, if one may: be allowed 
t2 ſpesk ſo. If we love to imitate 
cur Fathers, we do not leſs love to 
he traced of onr Qhildren. Itis un- 
doubtedly for their intereſts to ac- 


I! FE. guit themſelves religiouſly towards 
- =us of that obedience, ſubmiſſion, and 


profound reſpect, which even natore 
dictates to them, and not to eſtabliſh 
Maxims repugnant thereto , becauſe 
they will eſtabliſh them againſt Them: 

elves, 


(55) LY, 
1 Wlves. For themoſt part one 1s long- 
2: Father than Child, and ſo were 
9. Wot theſe Duties, as they are , the 
iſteſt in the world, by a principle: 
f Self-love there is not a Chiid- 
o- Wut ought to hoid them. ſacred. 
1.8 Would you know what I call the” 
); Whird advantage of this authority of 
> Whe Father over his Children ? It is,. 
hat he exerciſes it continually. un- 
ler their eyes. - It 1s; thathe alone 
xropoſes to himſelf their good. It 
that he labours only for their ad- 
rancement. This is his general de-- 
gn. This is his principal end. This 
his ſingle proſpect... Muſt not Chil- 
iren become very ungrateful, not to” 
pmnour and reſpe 't with all their 
power thoſe- Fathers, who- undergo 
ſuch pains of body and mind, and 
ho ſweat 1n their fight even bloud.. 
nd water, in order to render their 
condition happy, and to leave them 
a good fortune ? All have.not ſucceſs, 
"ts truc : Nox licet omnibus adire Co- 
rinthum. But, be it as it will, all 


oe = . 
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ltve-the intention. All tend that 
way. All propoſe it to themſelves. | 
Axe you .not of opinion, Sir , that | 
{4b D 4. therg.: J| 
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there would be even more blindng 
than tingratitude in Children, tha 
refuſe to ſubmit themſelves to thi 
reaſonable dominion, fince 1t has bet 
eſtabliſhed by nature, and ſo ſtrong 
ly recommended by God himſelf n 
his Divine Scr.ptures, purely fo 
their Salvation : and that it intireh 
21ms at their proper good ? 

Behold three CharaQters, that ar 
peculiar to paternal goverment , an 
which diſtinguiſh it extreamily fron 
all others, Who can diſpute af: 
this the ſweetreſs of it ? In effed, 
nothing is more. But it 15 not e 
nough confidered. I maintain that i 
is one of thoſe "things , which ma 
moſt, aleviate the cares and trouble 
of a Father. What pleaſure is it, 
once again, to have Children , who 
like fo many faithful SubjeQs ares 
bout yon for jour guard, to ſerve 
you, to love yon ,. to reſpect you, 
What fatisfaftion to be able at al 
times and in all things to rely upon 
their heart , their faith, and their 
zEal ! What contentment never to 
impoſe but ſuch commands, as they 
readily perform, to ſay to one 80 
a 


« 
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hand he goes; to bid another do this, 
hand he does it ! What ſecret joy to 
pbſerve all theſe other-ſelves, theſe 

exdant plants, theſe riſing Stars, 
hich God has brought forth in your 
own. bofom, to envy. one another in 

ie concern of your welfare ! In a 
rord ,, what extream bliſs to have 
always .at cne's table and about one- 
ſuch-.a -troop -of real friends, uncor- 
rupted . Servants, .and ſubmiſſive Suh- 
ects '!.-1f one regarded things as they 
are, where are .the bitters that all 
Mthis is .not capable - of -ſweetning ? 
tMwhere are the . misfortunes , that-the 
proſpet of this good would not ob- 
literate * And..yet -tis- Marriage that 
produces all this ſatisfaction for man; 
*Lis:: that . which procures - him- all 
theſe advantages. It is by that Chan- 
nel, that .God diſtributes. to him-all 
theſe. favours. . .By . conſequence what 
ran one, apprehend "of. more; uſe to 
9nd W hat. CA, be. MOre .exCElp 
end. THOR 5 ORE © 
One affirms. cf truth, that *it 'i5 
what all the world :belieyes. I aſ- 
ſert, juſt the . fame of an, excellenx 
thing, it is what all the world makes 
D 4 practice 
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praftice of; . Ateording to this prir 
ciple: one: may. fay in. a certain ſe 
that to:hing can be more excelleit 
thay Matriaze, It: is of univerfi 
Þþ iice; As 1 have already infihv- 
ite, a perpetual Celibacy was neveti 
eſteemed ig the world. At all time 
it has been regarded as a thing. dil 
Praceful to mankind, and as the Pef 
vf Republicks. The Romans depri 
ved Batthelours of Teſtamentary Li 
#zcies. The Corinthians , 'of Buri: 
1e Argives,. of all forts'df Preſents 
Ahd the Athenians even carried then 
ſeyeriry ſo far as to whip them befor 
their Aiters upon their ſolemn Feaſt 
days. ; 

But, Sir, if Martinge is of all tim 
and of all pltces, ohe may ſay that 
it 1s likewiſe of all perſons. Birth, 
Death, and Marriage are the three 
bownds where all men meet. Al 
are born : all'dye, and almoſt all are 
" marfied. Little and Great :- Rich and 
Poor. Kings and Shepherds. Learn- 
ed and Ignorant. Civilized a d' Bar: 
barians. Philoſophers and Orators 
Young and NId. All kinds of Men. 
Of all kind of profeſſions, Of all A 


ge, 
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cs. Of all Staturegs: Of all Com--- | 
eWlexions, All Marry. . All enter in- - - 
Fo this great Society.. All get them- 
|Wclves admitted into the Brotherhood. . 

MT here is. no condition in the world, . 
{Where one has ſo many . companions. 

«{Wfethinks this ought- to render 1t yet . 

[Wexy conſiderable. But as. nothing . 

Wakes a virtue appear- more ſplendid, . 
-Whan to compare -it with its. oppo- 

te vice; to ſhew more- fully. the ex- - 
ellency of Marriage ; is: to com- 
{pare it with the infamy of inconti- 
ce, its contrary, which is the ſub- 

of . the . Second... Part. of - this. - 


Vork. 


INFAMY 
Jncontinenct 
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FI wasonly to treat wit]: Sait 
upon this Subje@, - I ſho 
not have occaſion to uſe ma 
words in order to perſw 
them, that nothing 1s mt 
infamous than * IncontinenF 

To' convince them hereof, it wo 

be ſufficient to tell them , that 

thing is more repugnant to that | 
r 
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rity, which they profeſs. But, Sir, 

it is with Sinners and great ones too, 

that I muſt have to do. Even with 
ſuch, who for the moſt part are grown 
old in criminal habits, and who make 

a ſport of that filthy debauchery, for 

which Heaven declares ſo much ab- 

] x horrence, 

k You » that if they are in- 
ſenſible of the charms of Marriage, 
they. 'are no Ic of the horrors of 
Lait, and that it is equally difficult-to 

8 convince. them of theexcellency of the 

IM one, and (the. infamy of the. other. 

They are a ſort of . peopl& willful in 
their blindneſs, -They.reidye to ſee 
nothing in the firſt but whatis irk- 

Rl ſome, in order to make itr anjobjeft 

of Contempt. Thty refule to fer 

any thing in the ſecond but what's 

aMagreeable, in order to make that a 

100icontinual objef&t of Concupyſence, 

mal This diſorder 1s even ſo common, 
ſulo general, and. ſo. well fixed in $0- 
mQFFiety, that to undertake to withdraw 
enWnen from it, and to exhort them to 
yoEWeturn from an errour, which: it is 

* auch more caſe to blame than avoid, 

t WW2in ſome fort to make himſelf ri- 

r diculaus : 


